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Her Royal Highneſs 


THE 


Princtess ANNE 
OF 
* DENMAKR K. 


Mapan, 


ITE acceptance his late 
 Majefly of Glorious: Cle- 
mency vouchſafed to ſome ſurvi- 
wing Sermons of this Authour, 
my deceaſed Son, incourages me 
to beg the like from your Royal 
Highneſs now that I am to ex- 
A3 poſe 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


poſe another of his produions, 
as a little Moſes in a paper Ark, 
and I hope the SubjeA of theſe 
Diſcourſes (Contentment, Pati- 
ence, Reſignation) will not ren- 
der them an improper preſent ; 
for, as all loyal Subjedts rejoyce 
in, and thereby in ſome meaſure 
partake of, the proſperities of 
the Royal Family ; ſo, your Roy- 
al Highneſſes Goodneſs, which 
crowns the other felicities of your 
Perſon and Fortune, will not per- 
mit you to be exempted from a 
ſympathy with their condition 
whom the Harmony of Divine 
Providence requires to move in 
a lower ſphere. May your Royal 
Highneſs never have the occaſion 
70 exerciſe the Vertues of the af- 
 fiicted, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
flited, but onely the opportunity 
to pity and relieve them, ſhall 
ever be the hearty prayer of 


 _ Your Royal Highneſles 
moſt humble and 


( moſt obedient Servant, 


Thom.ts Barrow. 


—_ 
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O F 
CONTENTMENT. 


The Firſt Sermon. 


P H I L. IV. iz. 


T have learned in whatever ſtate I am, 
therewith to be content: 


an eminent Saint 15 recommen- 
ded to us the practice of an ex- 
cellent duty, or vertue: a practice in 
it ſelf moſt worthy, very gratefull to 
God, and immediately ot great be- 
nefit to our ſelves ; being indeed ne- 
ceflary toward the comfortable en- 
Joyment of -our lives : It is contented- 
neſs, the vertue, which of alt other 
B _ doth 


FT theſe words by the example of 


'E0 38 ipar- 

7 af 08s #9- 
- ul au rupxts 
$7/» 
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To Sertp-} doth moſt render this world accepta- 
50754. tble, and conſtituteth a kind of tem- 
«ieer?y muy poral heaven ;. which he that hath, is 
232 21 thereby ipſo fatto in good meaſure 
As. Ariſt, | happy, whatever other things he may 
Erb. 1.7. ' ſeem to want; which he that wan- 
teth, doth; however otherwiſe he be 
henna become miſerable, and car- 
rieth a kind of hell within him : it 
cannot therefore but well deſerve our 
beſt ſtudy about it, and care to get 8 
it ; in imitation of S. Paul, who had | 
learned in whatever ſlate he was, 

therein to be content. 
In diſcourſing upon which words I 
ſhall conſider rwo particulars ; firſt 
' the vertue it ſelf (contentednefs in 
every ſtate) the nature of which I 
ſhall endeavour to explain ; then the 
+ way of attaining or producing it, 1um- 
| plyed by S. Paul in the words, 7 have 


learned. - 


T. For explication of the vertue : 

+ The word here expreſſing it is, av- 

{ TZexeiz, Which fignifieth ſelt-ſufficien- 

icy, or having enough of ones ſelf ; 

73 2vJuue- the which is not to be underſtood ab- 


9G nr is Tolutely, as if he took himſelf to be 


oi meyTa & 
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independent in nature, able to ſubſiſt 8%, 73\n- 
of himſelf, not wanting any ſupport another 
or comfort without himſelf on _ Sv_. 
1s the property and privilege of the 289% 
great El- Fraddai, wr, alone fubſiſterh enpn 
of himſelf, needing toward his being 
and felicity nothing without himſelt ; 
this is repugnant to the nature of man, 
who is a creature eſſentially depen- 
dent for his being and ſubſiſtence, in- 
digent of many things for his ſatisfac- 
tion and welfare) but relatively, con- 
{idering his preſent ſtate, the circum- 
ſtances wherein he was, and the capa- 
cities he had ; which by God's diſpo- 
fal and providence were ſuch, that he 
could not want more, than he had in 
his poſleſſjon, or reach. He meant |, 
not to exclude God, and his provi- 
dence; but rather ſuppoſed that as the 
ground and cauſe of his ſelt-ſufficien- 
cy ; according, as otherwhere he ex- 
preſſeth it : No# as if we were ſufficient 2 Cor. 3. 5- 
of our ſelves, but our ſufficiency us of 
God : Nor did he intend to exclude 
the need of. other creatures otherwiſe 
than as confidered without his pof- 
ſeſſion, or beyond his power ; But he 
meaneth onely, that he did not deſire 

DB or 


4 
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or lack more than what God had 
ſupplyed him with ; had put into his 
hand, or had ſet within his reach ; 
that his will did ſute to his ſtate, his 


 defire did not. exceed his power. 


This is the meaning of the word, 


which the Apoſtle uſeth ; but tor the 


more full and clear underſtanding the 


vertue: it ſelf, we ſhall firſt conſider 


the object, about which it 1s conver- 


fant, then the ſeveral acts, which it 


requireth,, or wherein the exerciſe 
thereof conſifteth. 

I. The obje& of contentedneſs is 
the preſent ſtate.of things whatever it 


-be (whether proſperous or adverle, 


of eminency or meanneſs, of abun- | 


| dance or ſcantneſs ) wherein by di- 


vine providence we are ſet : 7 @» of; 
eoxrey, the things in which we are, that 


11s our preſent condition, with all its 


circumſtances : ſo it may be generally 


ſuppoſed, conſidering that it 1s ordi- 


| 


nary, and almoſt natural for men 
(who have not learned as S. Paul had 
done, or are not inſtructed, and ex- 
erciſed- in the praCtice of this duty ) 
to be diſſatisfied, and difquieted in e- 
"very ſtate ; to be always in want of 
ſome- 
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ſomething ; to find defects in every 
fortune ; to fanſie they may be 1n bet- 
ter caſe, and to deſire it earneſtly : 
If we eſtimate things wiſely , richf 
men are more liable to diſcontent than! 
poor men. It is obſervable, that pro-" 
ſperity is a peeviſh thing, and men of 
higheſt fortune are apt moſt eaſily to 
retent the ſmalleſt things: a little 
negle, a ſlight word, an unpleaſing 
look doth afte&t them more, than re- 
proaches, blows, wrongs do thoſe of 
a mean condition. 

Proſperity is a nice and ſqueamiſh 
thing, and it is hard to find any thing 
able to pleaſe men of a full and pro- 
ſperous ſtate, which being uncapable 
of bettering in ſubſtantial things they 
can hardly find matter of ſolid delight.” 
Whereas a poor eſtate is eaſily com- 
forted by the acceſſion of many things 
which it wanteth : a good meal, aj 
ſmall gift, a little gain, or good ſuc- 
ceſs of his labour doth greatly pleaſe; 
2 poor man with a very ſolid pleaſure L 
but a rich man hath nothing to pleaſe 
him, but a new toy, a puff of ap- 
plauſe., ſucceſs at a horſe-race, at 
bowls, at hunting ; in ſome petty 
B 3 {port 


a_ 
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ſport and paſtime, which can yield 
but a very thinn and tranſitory fatis- 
faction to any man not quite brutift- 
ed-and void of ſenſe : whence conten- 
tedneſs hath place, and is needfull in 
every condition, be. it in appearance 
never ſo proſperous, 1ſo plentitull, fo [ 
Job 20. 22. pleaſant. 7» the fulneſs of his ſufficien- g 
.Cy, he ſhall be in ſtraits. 
The formal objeC&t thereof may in- 
Chryſ. 7om.7. deed ſeem to be a condition diſtaſttull 
: to our ſenſe, or croſs to our fancy ; | 
an adverſe or ſtrait - condition ; a 
! condition of poverty, of diſgrace, of 
{ any great inconvenience or diſtreſs in- 
cident to us in this world ; but ſince 
the moſt men are abſolutely in ſuch a 
condition, expoſed to fo many wants 
and troubles ; ſince many more are 
needy comparatively, wanting the 
conveniencies that others enjoy, and 
which themſelves affect ; ſince there 
are few, who in right eſtimation are 
not indigent and poor, that is who do 
not deſire and ftanſie themſelves to 
want many things which they have 
not (for wealth conſiſteth not ſo £ 
much in the poſſeſſion of goods, as 
in apprehenſion of freedom from _ 
an | 
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and -in fatisfaftion of deſires) fince 
care, trouble, diſappointment, fatiety 
and diſcontent following them, do 
not onely haunt cottages, and ſtick x 
to the loweſt ſort of people, but dot 
even frequent palaces, and purſue) 
men of higheſt rank ; therefore any 
ſtate may be the objeC&t of contented- 
neſs; and the duty 1s of a very gene- 
ral concernment ; Princes themſelves? 
need to learn it; the leſſons teaching: 
it, and the arguments perſuading it 
may as well ſute the rich and noble, 
as the poor and the paiſant ; ſo our 
Apoſtle himſelf doth intimate in the 
words - immediately following our 
Text; 7 know both how to be abaſed, phil. 4. 14. 
and 1 know how to' abound ; Every 
where, and in all things I am inſtruc- 
ted both to be full, and to be hungry ; 
both to abound and to ſuffer need ; he 
had the art not onely to manage well| 
both conditions, but to be ſatisfied in! 
either. | 

But ſeeing real adverſity, poverty} 
and diſgrace have naturally the ſtron-! 
geſt influence in diſturbing and dif-/ 
ordering our minds ; that contented! 
neſs is plainly moſt needfull in ſuch 

| B 4 caſes, 


g 
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caſes, as the proper ſupport, or me- 
dicine af our mind in them ; thar . 


other ſtates do need it onely as they, 
by fancy or infirmity, do ſymbolize 
or conſpire with theſe ; therefore un- 
to perſons 1n theſe ſtates we ſhall 
more explicitely apply our directions, 


and perſuaſions, as to the proper and 
primary ſubjedts of contentednelſs ; 
the which by analogy, or parity. of 


reaſon may be extended to all others, 
who from imaginary wants and di- 
ſtreſſes do create diſpleaſure to them- 
ſelves. So much for the object, or 
the ſubje& of the vertue. 

2. The acts, wherein the practice 
thereof conſ(t{teth (which. are neceſ- 
ſary ingredients, or conſtant ſymp- 
tomes of it ) belong either to the mind 
and underſtanding, or to the will and 
appetite, or to external demeanour 
and practice ; being, 1. right opinions 
and judgments of mind, 2. fit diſpoſi- 
tions and affeCtions of heart, 3. out- 
ward good actions and behaviours, in 
regard to our condition and the e- 


vents befalling us ; the former bein 


as the root and ſtock, the latter as the 


fruits and the flowers of the duty : 


Oo 


OY Ax ſt - 
Ls 
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unto which may be reduced the ecor- 
reſpondent negations , or abſence of 
bad judgments, affeftions and de- 
portments in reſpect to the ſame ob- / 


” ng | ad 
J jects. eo Gyre rl # 


(1.) As to our opinions and judg- 
ments of things contentedneſs requi- 
reth, that _. 

r. We ſhould believe our condition 
whatever it be to be determined by 
God ; and that all events betalling us 
do proceed from him ; at leaſt that 
he permitteth and ordereth them, ac- 
cording to his judgment and pleaſure : 
that Zu ) TH DE TAG 12s NAG, X —_— _— AJ 

zla, all (as the Prophet fin eth) both © 
oe; = evil a _ of the Lan. = 
mouth of the moſt High ; that Afﬀitti- 1 —_ 12. 
on (as Fob ſaid) cometh not forth of ” 
the duſt, neither doth trouble ſpring 
out of the ground ; as a thing ariſing 
ſpontaneouſly, or ſfowed by the hand - 
of ſome creature, but rather deſcen- 


- deth from him, who ſaith, 7 form the EC 45. 3 


light, and create darkneſs; 1 make 
peace, and create evil ; T the Lord doe 

all theſe things. 
We are _ when any thing fal- 
leth out unplezfant to us, to exclaim 
againſt 
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Atque Deos, apainſt fortune, and to accuſe our 
atque aſtra . 


mater. cond cauſes, which immediately of- 
fend. us, aſcribing all to their influ- 
ence ; which proceeding doth argue 
in us a Heatheniſh ignorance and inti- 
delity, or at leaſt much inconſide- 
rateneſs, and impotency of mind ; 
that our judgment is blinded and clou- 
ded, or perverted and ſeduced by ill 
paſſions ; for that in truth there is not 
in the world any occurrence merely 
fortuitous, or fatal (all being guided 
and wielded by the powerfull hand of 
the All-wite, and Almighty God ) 
there 1s no creature which 1n its agen- 
cy doth not depend on God, as the 
inſtrument of his will, or ſubordinate 
thereto ; wherefore upon every event, 
we ſhould, raiſing our minds above 
all other cauſes, diſcern and acknow- 
ledge God's hand; as David did, 
2Sam.16.10. When Shimez curſed him ; Let him 
(faid the good King) curſe, becauſe the 
Lord hath ſaid unto him, Curſe David; 
as Job did, when he was rifled of his 
Job I. 2Ts | goods, The Lord (ſaid he) gave; and 
| tthe Lord hath taken away ; as our Sa- 


hard- 


wolat crudelia Ttars 3 or to inveigh againſt the fe- 


 viour did, when in regard to the ſore 


thoroughly good and fit, worthy (all 
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hardſhips he was deſigned to undergo,! WE- 

he ſaid, 7he Cup which my Father hath an 19. 11. 

given me, ſhall I not drink ? | 
2. Hence we ſhould always judge 


every thing which happeneth to be 
tex xopi- 


Om UEV TUlLVws 


things conlidered)) to be appointed, o>gras 


or- permitted by tat Sovereign Go-79 Th 0906 5 
vics Ku £e- 


vernour of things ; not entertaining y;;,, S 5p 


any harſh thoughts of God, as if he «uw 5 0j- 
were not enough wiſe, juſt, or benign * Im i 
in ordering us to be afflicted or croſ-5 av I uv Su 


ſed ; but taking all occurrences to be ##" #4» av- 


well conſiſtent with all God's holy 4 
pertetions and attributes. Ep. 136. 


We are apt to conceit , that the} 
world is ill ordered, when we do not; 
thrive and proſper therein; ; 
that every thing is irregu- , P/aceat bomint quicquid 
Deo placuit. Sen. Ep. 75. 
lar, which fquareth not to 


the models of our fancy ; 


that things had gone much pr ET*p3ev 38 266 7 dz 
&PpiTs avgla Tevievdloe 
better, it our deſigns had pe, ) mars wiv 1 


found ſucceſs ; but theſe yitey pudbes 00/9 Theod. 

are vain, and perverſe con- #2-15- 

ceits ; for that certainly is = rn —_— 79 0uph- 

moſt good, which ſeemeth PS eſtes _ 
ood to God ; his will isa #p. 13. | 

perfect ſtandard of right, P 

an 


+ 
bo 
- 
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and convenience, his eye never aimeth 


wrong, his hand never faileth to hit . 


Plal. 25.10. the mark of what is beſt; 4/ his 
EF? paths are mercy, and truth ; He ns 
righteons in all his ways, and holy in 


all his works : So did King Hezekzah 


rightly judge, when upon denuncia- 

| tion of a fad doom to his countrey and 

poſterity, he replied to the Prophet ; 

2King.20.19. Good is the word of the Lord, which 

thou haſ# ſpoken ; ſo even the Pagan 

Sage diſcerned, when he thus rebuked 

Faye 2 malecontent ; Tou ſlave, do you for- 

Rei Þ m3 24 Sooth defire any thing, but what is beſt 2 

pewey 3 © and is not that onely beſt, which ſee- 
Sd ae pd meth beſt to God ? Mes 

xz Arts, 3. We ſhould even be ſatisfied in 

7 ' our mind that- according to God's 

| purpoſe all events do tend and con- 

! duce to our particular welfare ; being 

not onely good to us as members of 

the world, and in order to more ge- 

neral ends, but ſerving toward our 

private benefit and advantage. We 

may be ready perhaps to confeſs, that 

whatever happeneth may be indeed 

juſt and fir in ſome diſtant, and oc- 

cult reſpects, but hardly can we be 

incuced to allow, that what we feel 


often 
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offenſive to our ſenſe and fancy, is 
really good for us, or was'meant for 
our benefit ; we cannot eaſily diſcern 
any thing of love or favour in ſuch 
matters : Thoſe ſort of Aphoriſms, in 


T3 


Holy Scripture , Happy is the Man, Job g. 17. 


whom God correfteth; As many as 


tRev. 


Jam. r.125 
Zo. I 9s 


love, I rebuke and chaſten ; ſoundiProy. 3. 12. 


ſtrangely, and are huge Peradoxes 
to.us ; ſuch is our blindneſs of mind, 
and dulneſs of apprehenſion : but God 
knoweth with ſo exaCt a skilfulneſs to 
manage things, that every particular 


occurrence ſhall be- advantageous to 


the perſon, whom it toucheth ; and 
accordingly to each one he diſpenſeth 
that which: is moſt ſutable to him : 


whence, as frequently it 15 neceſſary} 
for our good that we ſhould be croſ-' 
ſed ( for that indeed otherwiſe. we' 
ſhould often much harm, ſometime 


we ſhould quite undoe our felves ) fo 
it always, when God ſo ordereth it, 


is to be deemed moſt profitable, and 


wholſome for us : we are therefore in 
reaſon obliged to take the ſaddeſt ac- 
cidents, and ſharpeſt afflictions, co- 
ming upon us by providence, to be 
no other than fatherly corrections, or 
friend- 
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{friendly rebukes, deſigned to render 
us good and happy ; as arguments 


g00d- will toward us ;_ conceiving un- 
der every diſpenſation that we do as 
It were hear God ſpeaking to us, as 
Jer. 29.11. he did to thoſe in the Prophet : 7 
- know the thoughts, that I think toward 
you, thoughts of peace, and not of evil, 

to give you an expedited end, 

4. Hence we are to believe, that 
our preſent condition (whatever it be 
to carnal, or worldly ſenſe) is in right 

" judgment, all things conſidered, the 
beſt ;; moſt proper, moſt deſirable for 
us; better than we, 1t 1t were at our 
diſcretion and choice, ſhould put our 

- x Tim. 2.4. felves into : for that God (the Savi- 
_ 4" our of all men, who defireth that no 
Plal. 145. 9. man ſhould periſh ; who 1s good to all, 
and whoſe tender mercies are over all 

his works ; who exceedingly tendreth 

the welfare of his children and ſub- 

jets) doth ever (here in this life, the 

time of merit and trial) with a moſt 

wiſe good-will delign our beſt good ; 

and by the moſt proper methods ( ſuch 

as do beſt ſute our circumſtances and 
capacities) doth aim to draw us unto 

happt- 


therefore and - inſtances 'of eſpecial - 
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ſign a ſtation for us moſt befitting in 
order to that great end ; we therefore 


ſhould think our ſelves well placed, 
becauſe we are where God doth fet us, } 


i 


that we have enough, becauſe we 
have what God allotteth us. 

There are other more particular 
judgments, which contentedneſs in- 
volveth, or which are required to- 
ward it ; ſuch as theſe ; that nothing 
originally is due to us, but all cometh 
purely from divine favour and boun- 
ty ; that all adverſities are juſtly, and 
deſervedly inflicted on us, as the due 
wapes, or natural frnits of our fins ; 
that our happineſs dependeth not on 


_ any preſent enjoyments or poſſeſſions, 


but may well ſubſiſt without them ; 
that a competency (or ſo much as ſuf- 
ficeth to maintain our life without in 

tolerable pain) ought to fatisfie ou 

defires ; but theſe, and the like judg- 
ments will come opportunely to be 
conſidered as motives to the prattice 
of the duty. 

(z.) From fuch aC&ts of our mind or 
intelletive part concerning things in- 
cident to us, ſhould proceed the fol- 
| lowing 


happineſs; and accordingly doth a-y 


| 
| 


15 


| 


2 
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lowing diſpoſitions of will and affec- 
tion. 

t. We ſhould entertain all occor- 
rences, how grievous ſoever to us 
with entire ſubmiſſion, and reſigna- 
| tion of our will to- the will of God ; 
! wholly acquieſcing in his good plea- 
 : ſure; ſaying in our hearts after our 
- Luk. 22. e426) Lord: Let not my will, Lut thine be 
. x Sam. 3. is. done ; with good E11, Tt is the Lord, * 

ket him doe what ſeemeth him good ; 
2Sam.15-26. With David, Behold here I am, let 
him doe to me as ſeemeth good to him ; 
EB; TwTy 28- even with Socrates, If ſo it pleaſeth 
Se. (God, ſo let it be; with Epittetus, 7 

* always chiefly will that, which cometh 
"Ari ory andy to paſs ; - for [ accompt that better 
= ou which God willeth, than what I wil 


mw 3 ny3- my ſelf ; I will adhere as a miniſter 
—" pf = follower to him, 1 purſue, 1 affect, 
ecxneinue { ſimply will with him : looking upon 


Netroves Y them as ſent from God we ſhould 
eK0AuDnE Þ 


eine, 0uwop heartily bid them welcome, we ſhould 
ws, 529- kindly embrace them, we ſhould uſe 
RC __ them with all fair reſpect : ADE = 
Arr. 3. 7: Cedat TU ovpacawmla ( fo hug, Or 
 Amot- Lindly to embrace things - incident ) 
wr T = \b- TH DITA AVE ( to love things 

diſpenſed by providence ) are precepts, 


which 
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which even as dictated by natural rea 
ſon Philoſophers do much inculcate. 

This excludeth all rebellious inſur- 
reCctions, and ſwellings of mind a- 
gainſt providence, ſuch as argue that | 
we diſlike God's government ; thati 
were weable we ſhould ſtruggle with, 
God's will ; that we gladly would; 
ſhake off his yoke ; all ſuch 1ll reſent- g 
ment and repining at our lot, which | 
maketh God's hand grievous, and lis 
yoke uneaſie to us ; ſuch affeAtions as 
the Wiſeman toucheth, when he ſaith; 
The fooliſhneſs of man perverteth his prov. 19.3. 
way, and his heart fretteth againſt the 
Lord. | 
2. We ſhould bear all things with 
ſteady calmneſs and compoſedneſs of 
- mind, ſuppreſſing, or quelling thoſe 
tumults, thoſe ſtorms, thoſe exceſſes 
of paſſion, which the ſenſe of things | 
diſguſtfull is apt to excite; ſuch agfLer no man 
are immoderate grief, fierce anger, _ Z 
irkſome deſpair, and the like. No'aw, w- 
adverſity ſhould fo ruffle our minds, ys aww 
as to defeat or pervert the uſe of our Cty 
reaſon, ſo as to hinder us from per- 1 Thelb: 3: 3: 
ceiving, or performing' what beco- 
meth us, ſo as to engage us into any 

C irregu- 
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irregular, or unſeemly behaviour. 
3- We ſhould indeed bear the worſt 
events with an «9y4uiz, that is with 
'H x7 «| 
2m 1. Mind, fo as not to be put out of hy- 
TezaGeru. INOUr ; not to be dejected, or quite 
2 Cor: 7-10- diſcouraged by them, not to fall into 
Proy. 12. 22. that heavineſs, which (as the Wiſeman 
ſaith) maketh the heart of man to ſtoop ; 
_- _ . #but rather finding Jetight 


. *EuJoud O dSeveiaus, iy complacence in them, 
& ucpemn, & avayxauc, 


oy cxrozppiaic vari ae $25 CONſidering whencethey 


2 Cor. 12. 10. | Zahra whither they 21m 
*and tend : ſuch was the 

= EIN R diſpoſition and demeanour 
maou ruovly, os 
— i x 4 of the Apoſtles and primi- 
Col. I, IIs tzve good Chriſtians in the 


midſt of their moſt grie- 

AR. 5. 41- zyous adverſitics and ſufferings ; zhe 
Heb, 10. 244 rejoyced, &c. they did take joyfully + 
| ſpoiling of their goods, they did ac- 

Jam. 7. 2. compt it all joy, when they fell into di- 
"vers tribulations ; they were ws 2- 

2 Cor. 6. 10, T4jpue90, af) yalcorres, as grieved but 
| 3k rejoycing ; their ſtate was grie- 

vous, but their heart was conſtantly 


{ chearfull. © Such a conſtant frame of 


mind: we. ſhould: maintain, ſo. conti- 
nually prepared we ſhould be againſt all 


contin- 


a ſweet and chearfull diſpoſition: of. 
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contingencies ,  that- nothing ſhould! 

happen: amuſs. to us, fo as: deeply to 

- affect us, or to wunſettle us. in our hu- 

mour ; that every thing from God's 

hand ſhould be acceptable; that no 

ſadneſs may, ſeiſe on us, at leaſt that} 

we do. not indulge or cheriſh it ; that 

in; no. wiſe. we ſuffer any regret to 

quench that ſpiritual comfort and joy _ 

in, God; which becometh the upright Pol. 43. t: 

(as the P/aimift faith) and which we g7:, "2 

are fo, often enjoined perpetually to 4, ;.* © 

maintain, as in all caſes, fo particu- 2 Core 19-1; 

larly under affliftions and trials. We tt 

cannot indeed hardly be content, if we; 

are not cheartull : for it is hard to be 

altogether on the ſuffering and bea-; 

ring hand, without any pleaſure : the 

mind can hardly ſtand in a poiſe, fo 

as neither to forrow or joy : we cans} 

not digeſt adverſity, if we do not re) 

liſh it ; we ſhall not ſubmit to it as? 

his will, if we do not take it for ant 

argument of his love : &Sxa, / Cithſ Cor. 12-10: 

S. Paul) have a liking or pleaſure in 

 infirmities, in reproaches, in neceſſities, 

in mn, zn diftreſſes for Chriſt's 

Jake; for when I am weak then I am! 

ſrrong. RO, 
C 2 4. We 
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| 4+ We ſhould with faith and hope 
Frely and wait on God for the remo- 
{ val, or eaſement of our afflictions ; 
' or however we ſhould confide in him 
i for grace, and ſtrength to ſupport them 
well: as our Saviour did, when he 
Luk, 22. 42. prayed,” Father, if thou be willing re- 
move this Cup; as they did in the 
Ta. 26.8, Prophet, who ſaid, In the way of thy 
33-2 * judgments, O Lord, we have waited on 
thee ; according to that rule in the 
Lam. 3. 26.y Lamentations ; It is good that a man 
| (hould both. hope, and wait quietly for 
t the Salvation of the Lord; and thoſe 
Pal. 37. 7- precepts in the Pſalms ; Reſt in the 
pt. 7 Lord, and wait patiently for him; 
al. 40. I. EW, | 
33-20. 62.1 _ upon the Lord, be of good courage, 
25-3: ®9-%tand be ſhall ſtrengthen thine heart. 
44: 15: 19: We ſhould in any caſe be ready 
with the holy P/almi/t thus to inter- 
Plal. 42.2. rogate, and ſuſtain our ſelves : Why 
p art thou caſt down, O my Soul, why art 
' thou ſo diſquieted within me 2 Hope 
; thou in God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him, 
* for the help of his countenance. 
 Remembring, and conſidering, that 
(as we are expreſly taught in Scrip- 
2Pet, 2. 3. 7#76, and as all our Religion doth 
x Per. 5-7- Clearly ſuppoſe) God knoweth to reſcue 
the 
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the.Godly out of tribulation, (he know- 

eth the proper ſeaſon, when 1t 1s fit 

to doe it) that he 7s faithfull, and willg\ar. 6. 25. 
not ſuffer us to be tempted above wha cg 
we are able, but will with the tempta-! 

tion alſo make a way to eſcape, that we' 

may be able to bear it ; refleCting, I 

fay, on theſe certain points of Chri- 

ſttan truth, we ſhould never ſorrow 1 Theſſ4.13, 
as thoſe who are without hope; we 

ſhould never deſpair of a good rid- 

dance from our adverſity, when it 

ſhall be ſeaſonable or beneficial for us; gl 
we ſhould always be aſſured of a com-q16. 40. zr. 
fortable ſupport under it, which is ”_ Te. Te 
ſually better than deliverance from it ; © 
our minds ſhould never ſink into de- 
ſpondeney, or .diſconſolateneſs : that 

this is praCticable in the worſt caſe, 

we have conſpicuous inſtances to af- 

ſure us; it hath been the praftice of 

moſt illuſtrious and excellent perſons, 
-particularly of the holy Apoſtles ; ne- 2 Cor. 4. 8. 
ver was any condition, in outward * ©: 4-114 
"reſpects and appearance, more forlorn 

and diſmall than was theirs; yet it 

no-wiſe bereaved them of hope, or - 
courage; We (they could fay ) are 

troubled on every fide, yet not diſtreſ- 
Wo. 4 ſed ; 
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| fed; we are perplexed but not 5% de- 
ſpair, perfecuted po wot forſaken, caſt 
down but not deſtroyed. 
5. We ſhould indeed not ſo much 
as faint, 'or languiſh in-dur-minds + 
on any ſuch occaſion; 116 adverſity 
ſhould 'impair-the- forces: of our reaſon - 
z or our ſpirit ; ſhould eneryate our cou- 
i rage, \or ſhcken our induſtry ; ſhould 
__ F renderus ſick, or weak in heart ; an, 
Prov. 24 104 If (faith the WW; ſe-man ) thou "faint 
WL in the day of adverſity, thy firength i 
2 Cor. 4- 16. (mad; (tis the: -Cign of an infirm mind) 
IN and jw xgpxeiy, not to 'faultre or de- 
Gall. 6. 9. + ſors 14m CucVedes, not to be difſoboed 


Heb. 12: 3- For diSjointed #» our ſouls (as the body 
is in ſcorbutick diſtempers) are rules 

w— NC «7 preſcribed to us in ſuch-cafes : 'we do 
— _—_ indeed need a firm \and robuft 
fimo, conſtitution of foul; we ſhould then 

bear up moſt reſolutely and ſtoutly : 

the enconragement of Moſes to the 

peopke, entring upon battel, may well 

be accommodated tous, in regard to 

Deut. 20. 3- 'Our conflit with adverſities ; Let not 
: :your hearts faint, fear 'not and do mot 
tremble, 'neither be ye terrifted be- 


"cauſe of ' them. 
6. Wo 
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6. We ſhould not be weary of our 


condition, of have irkſome longings 


for alreration ; but with a quiet indit- 


erency, aid willingneſs of mind lie [ 


under it, during God's pleaſure ; ac- 
cording to *the Wi/e-man's advice ; 
My Son, deſpiſe wor the chaſtning of 


Prov. 3. IIs 


the Lord, neither be weary of his cor 


redtion ; and that of the Apoſtle, en- 


forced by our Lord's exampke ; Confi-feeb. 12s 3s 


der him, that endured ſuch contradic- 


tion of ſinners againſt himſelf, leſt ye! 


be wearied, and faint in your minds. 


We ſhould not think God flow, or! 


wn od” 


his time long and tedious, as. if he 
were forgetfull of us, or Backward to 
ſuccour us ; as the P/almiſt was incli- 
ned to doe, when in the day of trouble 
he brake forth into theſe conceits and 
expreſſions ; Will the Lord caſt off for 
ever, and will he be favourable no 
more ; Is his mercy clean gone for ever, 
doth his promiſe fail for evermore ; 
Flath God forgotten to be gratious ; 


T5 


Pſal. 75 9.7,10s 


hath he in anger fhut up his tender 


mercies 2 thus he in a fad mood was 
apt to think and ſpeak ; but recol- 
lefting himſelf he perceived it was 
his errour, and confeſſed it was his 
” WY fault 
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fault thus to imagine ; 7 ſaid, zt was 
mine infirmity ; and it will be ours 
likewiſe, if we entertain ſuch concep- 


with the fame mind endure our pre- 
ſent ſtate, as we do paſs through a 
? hard winter, or a time of foul wea- 
+ ther, taking it for ſeaſonable and fit, 
7 becauſe the wiſe Authour of nature 
* hath ſo appointed and ordered it. 
7 .7, We Fouls by adverſe accidents 
: be rendred lowly in our own eyes, 
and ſober in our conceits of our ſelves ; 
meek and gentle, tender and pliable 
in our temper and frame of. ſpirit ; 
; ſenſible of our unworthineſsand mean- 
: neſs, of our natural frailty, penury 
; and miſery, of our aCtual offences and 
! miſcarriages ; deeply affefted 'in re- 
 gard to the awfull majeſty and pow- 


 *Juſtice of God : they ſhould quell our 
haughty ſtomach, they ſhould ſupple 
our ſtiff wilfulneſs, they ſhould foften 
our hard hearts, they ſhould mitigate 
our peeviſh humours ; to efie& theſe 
things is uſually the deſign of ſuch 
accidents and it 1s ever the beſt fruit 
of them : this is that, which S. Peter 


tions and reſentments.: - we ſhould 


.er, to the perfe& holineſs, and ſtrict 


—_— 


advis | 


NE 


__— ———__ 
— 


| 
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adviſeth to, when he faith : 


bled under the mighty hand of God ; 
which God approveth, and encoura- 
geth with a gratious promiſe, when 
he ſaith ; —7o this man will T1 look, 56.2 
even to him, that is of a poor ands 
contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my: 
word : this diſpoſition is an inſepara- 
ble adherent. to contentedneſs ; he that 


| hath not. his ſpirit thus broken, or 


mollified, will hardly be content 1n 
any ſtate ; he that is haughty in con- 
ceit, and ſturdy in humour will eve- 
ry where find that, which will croſs, 


and diſturb him. 


8: It is required that we ſhould, 
notwithſtanding any meanneſs, any 


hardneſs of our condition, 
be meekly and kindly at- 
fected toward others, be- 
ing fatisfied and pleaſed 
with their more proſpe- 


rous ſtate. We ſhould noty 


be angry with the world, : 
becauſe we do not thrive, 
or flouriſh in it ; we ſhould 


It2 plerumque conting:., 
at dum aliquos fratres no- 
firos-in quantulacungue re- 
qure - conſtitutos in medi1s 
noftris anxietatibus cogita- 
mus , non parva ex parte 
recreemur, tanquam C5 nos 
zdeo ipft quietius tranquilli- 
Aſque vivamus.. Aug. Ep. 
144» 


not be ſullen, or peeviſh toward any 


man, becauſe his fortune 


15 better ; 


than ours; we ſhould not repine or 


grudge 
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'_  grudpe at the good ſucceſs of any 
our brethren, becauſe we want the 

Rom. 12.15. ike our ſelves; we ſhoald rather te- 
Joyce with thoſe that rejoyce ; inno- 

- cently filching ſome pleaſure from 

- them, or borrowing ſome fatisfation 

from their enjoyments. It is humane 

thus to doe, becauſe of the natural 
cognation and friendſhip of men ; it is 

more eſpecially Chri/t:an, becauſe of 

| our ſpiritual conſanguinity ;. by vir- 

; tue Whereof we are fo knit together, 

Rom. 12. 15. and made members each to other, that 
x Cor. 12.26, if (as'S. Paul telleth us) one member 
 ſaſfer, all the members ſaffer with it, 
4 and if one member be honoured, all the 
jour Fey ſhould rejoyce with it : we 
by hardly -be content without thus 


[4 


appropriating the goods, and fharing 
in the delights of others ; he can ne- 
> ver be content, who looketh wth an 
_ evil eye.upon other mens proſperity ; 
he canttot doe well himſelf who loveth 
not to ſee his neighbour doe well ; 
numberleſs occaſions will happen to 
diſcompoſe'#nd vex him. 
Adverſity impatiently born is apt 
to ſour our ſpirits, and render us fro- 


1t 


» 
uw i; " 
. 


ward toward- men ; eſpecially when 


4 
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it proceedeth from the unkindnels., 

dy of weachery = friends, or 
of perſons -obheged to us for our 

will, -or for benefits done —_—_ 
bur nothing ſhould render-us unkind- | 
by diſpoſed toward the world, nothing 
fthould extinguiſh charity in 41s to- 
ward any man; fo plain reaſon 'teach- 
eth us, ſo-great: examples enforce ; Mo- 


ſes Jid not Joſe his affection towards 


his 'Countreymen,' becauſe he was by 
one of ithem rhreatned away into 'ba- 
niſhment :znd wa rancy ; the A4po/tes 
became not difaffc to the world, 
becauſe it miſuſed and perſecuted 
rthem:;;' our 'Lord did :continue "moſt at 
earneſtly to defire, and laboriouſly a] 
endeavour the'good of thoſe who moft 
defpitefully uſed him ; Like theus, in 
all caſes, ” ould our diſpoſition be; 
we ſhould ever obſerve the- Pfalmiſt's 


advice ; 'Ceaſe from anger , forſake vial. 7.8. 


wrath, fret not thy ſelf in any wiſe to 
doe -eval. 
in, 


Contentedneſs doth imply a 


rakes from-/all ſolicitude and anxi- 
ety of mind, in reference to proviſion 


for our needs, and conveniencies of 
| life 
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life ; according to thoſe rules and pre- 
x Pet. 8.79. Cepts of caſting our burthen and care 
Pal. 37-5- apon the. Lord, of being carefull for 
oy Z 6. nothing, but commending our affairs to 
God's ordering; according to that moſt 
Matt. 6. 31. comfortable Precept of our Lord, 7ake 
#0 care, ſaying, what ſhall we eat \, or 
what ſhall we drink, or how ſhall we be 
chathed ; for your heavenly © Father 
knoweth, that ye want all theſe things : 
It we doe not thus, it is hardly 
poſlible that we ſhonld' be content ; if 
we do not depend. on Providence, we 
cannot eſcape being often diſtracted 
with care, and perplexed: with fear ; 
we cannot chearfully hope for any 
thing we need, nor be quietly ſecure 
of any thing we poſleſs. 
'- Fo. It requireth alſo that we ſhould 
curb our deſires, and confine them in 
the narroweſt bounds we can ; ſo as 
"B/z m- not to afte- more inquantity, or bet- 
ets ter. in quality, than our nature and 
em: Tv- Nate do require : if we muſt' have ſu- 
me Niue perfluities, if we can onely reliſh dain- 
=—_ ties, we ſhall never be pleaſed ; for as 
 Ventre nihil ! nature hath limits, and 15 content with 
mg ey, ot little ; as there is no ſtate in this warld, 
5s _ " the exigencics whereof may not be 

= TIE anſwered 
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anſwered with a competence; 'fo cu- 

riofity is an infinite, and infatiable 

thing: He that loveth pleaſure ſhall Prov. 21. 17- 
be a poor man ; he that loveth wine 

and oil ſhall not be rich; that is, he 4i x7 e- 
which is curious andnicein his deſires, *! *%** 


. | hUTUKEI 
will never have enough: The rule , mae.” 18h 


which (according to St. Paul ) ſhould GAlex.Ped. 
regulate our deſires, is this ; Zavingh; Tim. 6. 8. 
food and rayment, let us with them be 

ſatisfied if this will fatisfie us,we mayſs; ad nars- 


induſtry, with God's bleſſing, will-pro- 
cure ſo much ; God hath promiſed tofepinimem, 
beſtow it ; if this will not ſuffice, thereſ""gn. © 
is no ſure way of getting or keeping}scn. &. 16. 
more ; As God is no-witſe obliged tof ' 
provide us ſuperfluites, or. concerned} 
to relieve our extravagant longings;* 

ſo we may fear, that Providence will 

be ready to croſs us in our cares and 
endeavours tending to thoſe purpoſes ; 

ſo that we ſhall be diſappointed in the 
procurement, or diſturbed in the frui- 

tion of ſuch needleſs things: Howe- *o (aexi- 
ver he that is moſt ſcant in his deſires, «wv Jrowercs, * 
is likely tobe moſt content in his mind : 22%, %="" 
He (as Socrates ſaid ) i neareft the — Apart. 
(who need nothing ) that meederh few435' 

eſt things. In 


/ E & 4 


| tous. 
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| . In fine, contentedneſs doth import, 
j that whatever our conditiqn. 1s; our 
| mind and affeftions ſhould, be model- 
led, and ſquared juſt according to, it; 
ſo that our inclinations, be cqmaplyante, 
.our deſires be- congruous. thereto, fo 
that eaſily we can comport with. the 
inconveniegcies, can reliſh the com- 
forts, can improve the advantages 


MC 


0 ſticking. thereto ; otherwiſe like an 


ill-made Garment, it will ſit unhand- 
ſorely upan us, and be troublefome 
It is not uſually our condition 


it ſelf, but the unſutableneſs thereof 


? to our diſpoſition and defires (which 


fowreth all its ſweets, and rendreth 


. © Its advantages fruitleſs ) that createth 
SHI. 3 for (although it be very 


{ rnean) others bear the ſame chearful- 
ily ; many would be glad thereof ; if 
therefore we will be content, we muſt 
| bene our inclinations, and adapt our 
{ defires to a, correſpondence with our 
' ſlate. | 
If weare rich, weſhould get a large 
| and bountifull heart , otherwiſe our 
| wealth will hang looſe about us; the 
{ care and trouble in keeping it, the fuſ- 
| picion and fear of loſing it, the _ 
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of amplifying it, the unwillingneſs to 
ſpend or uſe it, will bereaye us of all 
true ſatisfaction . therein, and render 
it no leſs unſavoury to us, than unpro- 
fitable to others. 


_ If we are poor, we ſhould have at Fo 


frugal, provident, induſtrious mind ,! 
ſparing in deſires, free from curioſity , 
willing to take pains,.able to digeſt; 
bardſhips, otherwiſe the ſtraitneſs of! 
our condition will pinch and gall us: 

- Are we high in dignity or reputa=« 
tion? we then need a mind well bal- 
laſted with ſober thoughts, otherwiſe 
the wind of vanity will drive us into 
abſurd behaviours, thence will daſh us 
upon diſappointments, and conſe» 


quently will plunge us into vexation 


and difcontent. 

Are we mean and low ? we need af 
meek and lowly , a calm and ſteady 
ſpirit ; not affecting little reſpeds, or 
reſenting the want of them; apt to 
paſs over or to bear quietly petty at- 
tronts and neglefs; not apt to be mo- 
ved by words ſignifying contempt or 
diſdain; elſe (being fretted with fuch 
things, which in this ill-natur'd and! 
hard-hearted World we may be ſure 

often 
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often to meet with) we ſhall be un- 
eaſite in our minds, and impatiently 
wiſh a change of our ſtate. 
Theſe, and the like diſpoſitions and 
afteions of ſoul this duty contain- 
N _ eth, or requireth : from hence ſhould 
* , z ariſe a correſpondent external demea- 


| $67: fnour, and ſuch actions as theſe which 


| follow. 
1. We ſhould reſtrain our Tongues 
{from all unſeemly and unſayoury ex- 
. preſſions, implying diſfatisfa&tion in 
| God's proceedings, or diſpleaſure at 
i his Providence; arguing deſperation 
* or diſtruſt in God; ſuch as were rhoſe 
of the diſcontented and impatient //- 
raelites ; They ( faith the Pſalmiſt, 
* ſpake againſt God; they ſaid, Can God 
furniſh a table in the wilderneſs 2 be- 
hold he ſmote the rock that the waters 
guſhed out, and the ſtreams overflowed; 
can he give bread alſo, can he provide 
fleſh for his people? Such as they uſed, 
Tz. 3.21. of whom the Prophet faith— When 
Key, 9-9: they ſhall be hungry , they will fret 
23% themſelves, and curſe their King and 
their God; as thoſe in the Apocalypſe , 
who being afflicted with deſerved 
judgments, did blaſpheme the name 


of 


Pl. 78. 19} 
Num. 21. $6 
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of God, which had power over thoſe 
plagues —-— Blaſphemed the God of 
heaven becauſe of their pains and their 
ſores. Irito ſuch profane enormities 
of language is diſcontent apt to break 
forth; queſtioriing the power of God , 
or his willingriets to ſuccour us; vent- 
ing wrath and diſpleaſure toward him ; 
charging him fooliſhly with injuſtice , 
or with unkindineſs , or with negli- 
gence, of with impotency ; the ab- 
ftaining from which behaviour, under 
the- ſenſe of his bitter calamities, is. a 
great commendation of Fob; x 4 


wy 9%, . v 7 th” | 
this (tis ſaid )) Job finned not, nei4* ” _ 


the leaſt complaint, or murmuring, in; 
regard to the diſpenſations of Proyi- 7i77*42 
dence ; or upon diſfatisfaQioti in the oa. -. 
ſtate allotted us: St. Fade faith; that Jud- 15, 16- 
God in the laſt day will come, 70 exe-- | 
cute judgment, and to corvince men of 

all their hard ſpeeches, which ungodly 

fimners have ſpoken againſt him : theſe 


( ſabjoineth he) are yoyſlure: mers 

| iunien, murmurers, that complain 0 

their lot; which fignifieth the het- 

nouſneſs ard extreme dangeroufneſs 
| —_- 


of 
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Lam. 3. 39. of this praftice. Wherefore .doth the 
Gong: man complain 2 is the Prophet's 
queſtion, implying it to be an unrea- 
ſonable and blameable practice. Wage 
ins the. advice of David. is good ; 
preſs all complaint, to be ſill. et 
Plal. 46. 10. ſi 4 in ſuch caſes: Be /ffaÞ ( faith 
4+ 4+ 37+ 7e be) and know that I am Ged, and Be 
filent ta the Lord; the which Precepts 
his practice may ſeem well to inter- 
Pal. 39. 9. po 6 back ; 17 was, ny dumb, 
—— 00 ot. ny mouth , becauſe it was 
Us hy doing : and gccordingly Fob, Be- 
Vaedtyur . bo d. (id he, after having conſidered 
Hom ON y, 21l..the reaſons, be could imagine of 
Job 46. + \ God's S proceedings ) 1 am wile, what 
ſhall T anſwer thee ?. I will lay ;y my hand 
| Tupon. amy mouth, And _— our Savi- 
Ir $3 7% is = be was oppreſſed and afflict- 
ed, opened not his mouth. 
--z-- 3; Yea it is our duty, 1 in theſe caſes, 
Alike 18 % to ſpend our breath in declaring our 
my ire tatisfattion in God's dealing with-us; 
in 3.=- .cknowldging his wifedom,, juſtice 
emMiguy os ; and goodneſs therein ; bleſſivg and 
= eaFin him for all that hath befallen 
wo, Chryl, US; each; of us confelling after - Da- 
af Oh Olymp. vid ; { know, 0 Lord, that thy jadg- 


Plat. 119-7 5. MEALS are right, and that thou in faith- 


falneſs 


Serm. I. Of. Contetitmbnt. 
fulneſs haſt: afflitted me; in 
who-upon the loſs of all his £ mens bs oy 


fay no Ince than this; The rl geve ob t. 2h 


and the Lord hath taken away ; . 
bo the name of the Lord. 

/4. We ſhould abſtain from all irre- 
gular, unlawfull and unworthy cour- 
fes\roward-rhe removal or remedy of 
oyr needs, or croſſes , chuſing rather 
to abide quietly under their preſſure , 
than by any unwarrantable means to 
relieve, of” telaxe our ſelves; _ 
bearing patiently, than violently, 
thoſe in the Prophe 


33 


!, breaking out ors Jer. S* $: 


and burfting our bavids. - Ti + heed;re- Job 36. at. 


gard not iniquity ; for this haſt thog 
theſen rather than afftiftion. We ſhou oo 
rather continue poor, than by couze- 
nage, or rapitte endeavour to raiſe our! 


fortune ; we ſhould rather lie undet 


diſgrace and contempt t, than by _ 
- tordid cormpliances firive to acquire 
tne-:r 
ſhould father wilingly reſt in the 
loweſt condition, than doe as thoſe; 


who by difturding the world, =» 4 


menting diſorders znd factioiis, by ſup 
planting their rieighbo urs welfare. by 
Tomy Mwirkung- ry and detrattions, 
| D 2 labour 


_—_— favour of Meti; we 
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labour / to;,amplifie\.their. eſtate : we 

 bould, rather endure-any-inconveni- 

.- ENCE-Or- diftreſs, than have recourſe to 

ways C s of. . evading them, diſallowed by 

God; doing as'the;Fewy'did; who: in 

their ; ſtraits! 5; againſt';;the declared 

Jer: 42. 5. plealpre of God, ./e3:1heir. faces toward 

- 18-13 "Agypt, ſeren thued themſelves in: the 
Ifa 30.2. 36. [4 

6. 3H. I. flrength of Pharaoh;itruſted i»'the ſtaff 

Ezck. 17-15» of that Zroken reed.,.,,In;neglect or dif= 

fidence- toward. Gad,'to;embrace fuch 

aids,.is .C.as/God in the! Prophet decla- 

reth )-a NET: -blameable; and-:miſchie4 

vous . tally:  Epbreita;{aith he) 5s 

- like a. ; hve. withous« heart ;\they 

' call. ro gp, they 0£8: "Afyrid— 

Ho, 7. 11, \ Ws FX Ar for the gon fled from 


wy me ; deſtruttion unto-t becauſe they 


Md 


have t 72 anfareſſed againſt me. ; We may 
cr. 


conſider ;how St. Pax. reproveth the 
C orinthigns. for ſeeking .4::redreſs 'of 
wrong, ſcandalous. and-diſhonourable 
x Cor. 6.7. to, the. Ghurch;- Now: therefote it ts 
utterly qi fault among. you,' that iye Lo 
to law ane. with ayotber 5'Why do ye 
ot rather take wrong ;:why_ do 'ye not 
rather. ſuffer- your Jelves.#0'be defraw- 
ded 2 'even .to. right. pur. felyes:5n' x 
way, ,  Ferrhy i uk diſhonour : may 
come 
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come to God; or damage to his Church 
is not to be Sh pived ; and'better 1t Ay 
is in the 4po/t2e's judgment, to bear © fl: 
any injury or damage our ſelves: Bet- 
'ter it 7s ( ſaith St. Peter ) zf the will v'Per. 3. 17. 
of God be ſo, that we ſuffer for well- # "% * 
doing, than to doe il. And, Let them, 
who ſuffer according to the will of God, 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to 
him in well-doing , as unto a faithful 
Creatour ; is another wholſome ad- 
vice of that great Apoſtle. 

5. We ſhould, notwithſtanding any 
adverſity, proceed in our affairs 4 
as God requireth, or reaſon' putteth us 
upon ) with alacrity, courage and in-} 
duſtry ; performing however, ſo far 
as our circumſtances do permit,” what 
is good and fit for us: No difappoint- 
ment or croſs, no ſtraits or * grievan- 
ces of condition ſhould render us liſt: 
leſs, or Jazy ; but rather it ſhould 
quicken and inflame our activity ; this 
being a+ good way to divert us from 
the ſenſe of our misfortunes , and'to 
comfort' us under their preſſure ; as al- 
ſo the readieſt way to remove or to a- 
bate them, > -7newy & Sr9a, to 
order the preſent wel}, what (ever it 


he. .*; 
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KeprTvor | be; to make the beſt of a þad matter, 
od" to march; forward whither reaſon calls 
$7 $5.4.( how diheuhly ſrebvr, or lowly ir 
” be) ina, rough of dirty way; not to 
T3 =o3y &- Yield to difficulties, but reſolutely. to 
»wSwſ» ,. encountet them, to ſtruggle | Juſtily 
ch bniniſe with them, to endeavour with all otir 
x; dixguo (PS Id ATE "oIE Iv | 2 
eu. 14.12 might to ſ{urmount: them ; are atts 
Tondo 1, Worthy of a manly reaſon and cou: 
lie, fed contra Tage.z. to. dire&t ilt accidents to. good 
Gxdentior 7to. Enc S, and prone them to honeſt u- 
ſes, is the work of a noble vertue. If 

a ag; gran be dealt us, we ſhould 

not. preſently throw up, but play it 

: out ſo. well.as. we can; fo perhaps we 

may fave. ſomewhat, we ſhall at leaſt 

be bake fill a better come. Pat thy 

Pal. 37. 3 traſt in the Lord, and be doing good, 


Is the Pſalmift's advice in ſuch a caſe; 
and it.1s a prattice neceſſary to the - 
procurihg and maintaining content ; 
Five be not otherwiſe well employ- 
ed, we {hall be apt, in our thoughts , 
to. melancholize, and dote upon our 
miſchances, the ſenſe of the will faſ- 
en. upog. our ſpirits, and gnaw our 
JeArts., +VICHGS 4 7 * 
,* 6. We ſhould behave our ſelves 
firly ang; kindly rownrd the inftr: 


os tells .v * —— | 
fr 7 w 4 


%F we ©  *'* FT ip TY Grip is») \ 3) heli -q 
; = 
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ments and abettors of our adverſity ; 
toward thoſe who brought us into it , 
and thoſe who detain- us under it, by 
keeping off relief, and thoſe who for- 
bear to afford the ſnccour we might] 
expe ; forbearing to expreſs any 
wrath or diſpleafure, to exerciſe any 
revenge or enmity toward them ; buty 
rather, even upon that ſcore, bearing 
good will, and expreſſing kindneſs ro- 
ward them; not onely as to our bre- 
thren, whom, according to the gene» 
ral Law of Charity, we are bound to 
love, but as to the ſervants of God in 
this particular caſe , and the fire 
ments of his plealure'toward us; con- 
{idering, that by maligning or moſe(- 


ting them, we do expreſs il relent- 
'ments of God's dealing with us, and, 


ineffe&, through their ſides, do wound 
his Providence ; thus did the good 
Xing behave himſelf toward Shimez, 


when he was bitterly reproached and 

_ eurfed by him; not ſuffering { upon 
this accomprt , becauſe he was God's 
inſtrument of affliting himſelf) that 2 Sam. 1. 7. 
_ afry harm ſhould 'be done unto him ; - 
-thas the holy Apoſtles being reviled t Cor. 4+ 12+ 

tid bleſs, being defamed did entreat ; 


4 thus 
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24, thus our Lord demeaned himſelf to- 


; ward his ſpiteful adverſaries ; who, 
4 = ” "7 whey he was reviled, did not revile a- 
| oa; when he ſuffered, did yot threa- 
_ Fen, but committed it to him that judg- 

. eth righteouſly. In all theſe caſes we 

ſhould at leaſt obſerye the ryles and 
Prone 34: 29: advices of the Wiſe-man ; Say not , I 
© 5 will doe ſo to him ay he bath done to 

me, I will render tg the man according 

to his work ; Say thou not Twill re- 
compence evil; but wait ox the Lord, 

and he ſhall ſave thee. 

y Diſcontent uſually conſiſteth not 

Io much in diſpleaſure far the things 

; we ſuffer, as at the perſons who bring 

them on us, or who do not help to rid 

# us from them ; it is their preſumed 

injury or diſcourteſie which we do 

fret at ; ſuch paſſions therefare toward 

men being diſcarded, our evils preſent- 

ly will become ſupportable, and con- 

tent eaſily will enſue. As men: in 

any ſickneſs or pain , if their friends 

are. about them ( affording comfort 

or aſſiſtence) -do not ſeem to feel any 

thing, and forbear complaining ; fo if 
the-world abour us doth pleaſe us, if 

- we bear no difaffeRtion or grudge io 
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ward any perſon in view, our adverſi- 


F-1 ty will appear leſs grievous, it will in- 
jo. deed commonly be ſcarce ſenſible to 
27 = - | OY 


In theſe and ſuch like a&ts, the duty 
andyertye of contentedneſs doth eſpe- 
cially refidez or 'it is employed and 
exerciſed by them: And ſo much mayj 

ſuffice for the explication of its nature :} 
I come now to conſider the way of at-} 
raining it, intimated by St. Paul here,* | 
when he ſaith, 7 have learned. 


CT TW WO mw W 0 
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P H I L. IV. 11. 
T have learned , &c. 


HESE words fignifie how 
contentedneſs may be attain- 
ed , or how it 1s produced: 

{ It is not an endowment innate to us; 
it doth not arrive by chance into us: ; 
it 15 not to be purchaſed by any price ; 
it ſpringeth not up of it ſelf, nor ari- 
ſeth from the quality of any ſtate; 
but it is a product of diſcipline; 7 
have learned. 

It is a queſtion debated in Plato, 
& Ntrrxrov 1 agern, whether vertue be 

'to be learned: St. Paul plainly reſol- 
veth it in this caſe by his own expe+ 

| rience, 
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rienceand teſtimony.W hat Sexeca ſaith 
in general of vertue (Nature giveth no 
vertue ; it is an art to become good 
is. molt true of this vertue ; it is an art3feri. Sen. Ep. 
with which we are not born, no mor 
than with any other art or ſcience 
the wiych, as other arts, cannat be ac 
quired without ſtudious application 
mind , and induſtrious exerciſe : 'N 
art indeed requireth more. hard ſtudy 
and -pain toward the acquiry of it; 
there being ſo many difficulties , ſo 
many obſtacles in the way thereto: 
We have no great capacity , no to4 
wardly diſpoſition to learn it ; We! 
muſt, in doing it, deny our carnal 
ſenſe, we muſt ſettle our wild fancy, 
and ſuppreſs fond conceits; we muſt 
bend our ſtiff and ſtubborn inclinati- 
oris; we muſt repreſs and reſtrain 
wanton defires ; we muſt allay and 
ſtill tumultuous paſſions ; we muſt 
croſs our humour, and curb our tem- 
per ; which to doe is a hard chapter 
to learn : Much conſideration, much{ 
prattice , much contention and dili-j 
gence are: required thereto. | 
- Hence it is an art which we may 
obſerve few do' much ftudy ; and - 
a hbicoSrroSins hs 


i "T2 


7mperius Cx nd- 
tura ſumit,ta- 
men perficien- 
da doftrina 

eft. Quintll, 


12+ 2s 
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the ſtudents therein few are great pro- 

ficients ; ſo that Qui fr , Mecenas 2 

 Horace's queſtion ,- How- comes it to 

[29h that no body liveth content with 

the lot aſſigned by God ? wanted not 
ſufficient ground. 

However it is not like the Quadra- 
ture of 'the circle, or the Philoſophers 

_ Stone, an art impoſlible to be learned, 
and which will baffle all ſtudy : there 
are examples which ſhew it to be ob- 
tainable; there are rules and precepts, 
by obſerving which we may arrive 
CO 1t. 

-- And it is certainly a moſt excellent 
piece of learning; moſt deſerving our 
earneſt ſtudy : no other ſcience. will 
yield fo great fatisfaQtion, or good uſe ; 
all other ſciences, in compariſon there- 
to, are dry and fruitleſs curioſities; for 

, were we Maſters of all other know- 

ledge, "yet wanted the skill of. being 

:content.,, we ſhould not be wiſe or 
happy ; happineſs and diſcontent are 
a4ougzle (things incompatible. ) 

- . But how then may: this. skill be 
Hearned? IT anſwer, chiefly ( divine 
[grace concurring .) by : theſe three 


*ways. I. By underſtanding the rules 


and 
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and precepts , wherein the praQtice, La I 1 
thereof \conſiſteth. 2. 'By diligent} ,, . ; 
exerciſe; 'or application of thoſe rules Corrine 3 1 
to. praftice ; whereby the habit wilt 


be produced. 3. By ſeriouſly conſi- {1 q 
Fr 2 


; dering, and impreſſing upon our minds | 
thoſe rational inducements ( ſuggelt-1* 
ed'by the nature and reaſon of things) } : 
which are apt to perſuade the practice 
thereof. The firſ# way I have alrea- 
dy endeavoured to declare; the ſecond 
wholly dependeth upon the will and 
endeavour 'of the learner ; the third"L4 
ſhall 'now' inſiſt upon, propounding 
ſome: rational conſiderations, apt (by 
God's *help) to. perſuade contented: j* 
nefs; and ferving to:cure: the makady 
of :diſcotitent.” They-:may be*drawn q, 
fromiſeveral heads ; from God, - from]: 
our ſelves; {rom our)particular condi-} | 
tion:or ftate;/ fromthe world, or ge-| 

 neral ftat@of:men here; from the'pars | | 
- _ ticular ſtate of other: men/in compari-| 
ſon:to'ours;fromtheinature and cor] | 
ſequencegcof che duty :it-felf; Every! | 
thing bourus wellexatnined and pon- [ 
dered;>wilt imifliſter:ſomewhat indu-*. 


+4 
© » -- > * k G 
cingand afliting thereto.” 
? ; v $ . 
_ *F, ? $ An. x 1 . g : *y 7% ; —_ oy ; bY 4 - 
384 k ; DHN Ly Of] wn KS wa % Þ » . 
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I: In regard to God. we may con(t- 
8am. 3. 125qer, that equity: doth exact, and gratis 
tade requireth;, and all reaſon. difta- 
teth, that we-ſhovld- be content ; or 
that in being diſcontented; we behavs 
our- ſelyes very unbeſeemingly and 
unworthily, are:very unjuſt, very in- 
__ , 3nd yery fooliſh toward 
T, 'Equity Goth exa& this duty of 
us.s ang 1n: periorming jt we - ad 
julily tawerd God, both admitting his 
_ due right, and ackgowledging his good 
excrcite thereof; That ſaying-in the 
Matt. 20. x5} Goſpe , ds i4' net lawfull fer me to dee 
, what 1 wil with mine own? is a moſt 
3 evident. maxime of equity; it is 
| therefore the:oatyral right, and pre- 
ragative of God (as the Creataur and 
Preferver, and- conſequently the ab- 
flute Lord, Qwher and Governour 
of; all things) to aſſign} lus ſtation , 
and allot jus parsibn to eyery perſon , 
#5-ae judgeth gadd -and convenient ; 
K- 1s moſt- juſt: -that- inviolably 


he 
thould enjoy. this:right; He being: al- 
ſo infinitely wiſe 4nd -gaodd; ie is fie 
wiſe moſt juſt to acknowledge = I 
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he doth perfe&ly well manage this 
right; Now by contentfull ſubmiſſion 


47 


to God's diſpoſal of things, we do wors © 


thily expreſs our due regard to both 


theſe, avowing his right, and appro- 
ving his exerciſe thereof; but by dif . 


content and regret at what happen- 
eth, we do in effe&t injure God in 
. both thoſe reſpeAs, diſavowing his 
right, and impeaching his manage- 
ment. We do thereby ſo renounce 
his right, as ( fo far as conceit and 


wiſh do reach ) to invade it, and u- 


| ſurp it to our ſelves; ſignifying, thorf 
in our opinion things ought not to be} 


ordered according to his judgment and 


pleaſure, but after our fancy and hw 


mour; we claim to our ſelves the pri- 
vilege of_controlling his eftate , and 
diſpenſing his goods, ſo as to be our 
own carvers, and to aſſkame to our 
ſelves ſo much as we think, good; we 
- imply, that, if we were able, we would 
extort the power out of his hands, and 
manage it our ſelves, modelling the 
world according to our conceits and 

We doalfo ( fince we cannot but 
perceive the other attempt of —_ 
ſeſling 


E 
f; 
C 


q 
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" quos adver- 
fas homines, 
adverſus Deos 
themmnem * 
Sen. Ep. 93+ 


/ 
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feſſing God to be frivolous 'and fruit- 
leſs.) 'in effect charge God with miſ- 
demeanour, with iniquity or infirmi- 
ty in his diſtribution and diſpoſal of 
things; intimating, that in our opini- 
on he doth not order- them! ſo-juſtly ; 
or 'ſo wiſely as might be ( not ſo well 
as we in our wiſedotn and juſtice 


| ſhould order: them ) for did we con- 


ov 


% 


ceive them tnanaged for the beſt, we 
could not but judge it moſt- unreaſo- 
fable to be aggrieved, or to complain : 
ſo hetnouſly infolent, and unjuſt are 
we 1n being diſcontent. In earneſt , 
Which is moſt equal, that God ſhould 
have his will, or we? For ſhame we 
ſhall fay God : Why then do we no 
contentedly let him have it? | © 


- 'Tis indeed, if we,conſider. it, the 


higheſt piece of injuſtice that we can 


be guilty of; exceeding that which we 


commit i>any other fort of diſobedi- 
ence. For as in any State Seditious 
Mutining is'the greateſt crime, as moſt 
directly violating the Majeſty,and ſub- 
verting the authority of the Prince ; fo 
in the World, none may be ſuppoſed 


more to” offend and wror > 1ts Sove- 
reign Governour, thai ſuck malecon- 


tents, 
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tents, who difſike and blame his pro-/. 
ceedings: Even a Heathencould teac| 
us, that it is our duty to ſubjef on 
mind to him that adminiſtreth a 
things, as good Citizens to the Law ofÞ«, xaSdmy 
the Commonwealth ; if we do not we ar gt 4 
are rebellious and ſeditious, which is 143 5s nt- 
the higheſt pitch of injuſtice toward 3% Arr. 14 
. our moſt Gratious Sovereign. 

Again, there can be no greater 1n- 

jury, or affront offered to God, than 

to gzve him the lie, by queſtioning his x Joh. s. 16; 
veracity or fidelity ; this diſcontent - 
plainly doth involve : for God hath 

expreſly declared himſelf ready upon 

all occaſions to doe us good ; he-hat 

promiſed to care for us, and zever f0fMart. 6. 25, 
forſake us, or leave us deſtitute; which?3*; 

word of his if we did not diſtruſt, and} ©" '* © 
take him to be unfaithfull, we couldi 
not be diſcontent: As no man tis dif- 
pleaſed with his condition, or ſuſpici- 
ous of want, who knoweth that he 
hath abundant ſupply of all he can 
need in a ſure place; that he hath a 
perſon moſt able, moſt willing, moſt 
faithfull engaged to fuccour him ; fo 
did we believe God to be true , who 
hath promiſed to help us, we could 
nor 
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not be diſcontented for fear of any 


 :We-mwullt ut leaſt; .in ſo doing, ſuſ- 
=_e Gods be deficient” in goodneſs 
toward-us, or unwilling to help us; or 
hou muſt” apprehend him impotent , 
{ and unable to perform what hewould, 
and- what he bath promiſed; tor us 
( like thefe Infidels, who faid , Car 
Plal. 78. 19. God furniſh a table in the wilderneſs ? 
Can he give bread alſo, can he provide 
fleſh for his 4 ? ) which conceits 
of God are allo very unworthy; and 
injurious to him. _ 
; - 2. Gratitude ;requireth of us this 
* duty: 'for we-having no right, or title 
6 to any thing ;. all that we have com- 
ing from God's pure bounty ; he ha- 
ving upon us all ( whatever our con- 
dition comparatively is, or may ſeem 
Tniquuseſt quztO Us ) freely conferred many great 
muneris ſu! Thenefits, - common to all men among 
arbitrium dans AS ; , 
ti non relin- $Us ( our being, life, reaſon, capacity 
quit, avidz of eternal happineſs, manifold ſpiritu- 
£m 4"! Hat [bleſſings , -incomparably pretious 
quod accepit, and excellent? we in all reaſon ſhould 
nada be thankfull for thefe, without cra- 
&c, Sen. ad VINg,. More, or complaining for the 
Polyb. 29- want of other things. Wheregs: = | 
a 


7” 
. 
« * 
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all events ( how croſs ſoeyer to our 
ſenſyal conceits, or appetites ) are by 
God deſigned, and diſpenſed for our 
good ,. gratitude requireth, that we 
ſhould thank God for them, and not 
murmur againſt them. 

Surely if inſtead of rendring God 
thanks for all the excellent gifts, which 
he moſt liberally ( without any pre- 
vious obligation to us, or deſert of 
ours ) hath beſtowed on us, and con- 
tinueth to beſtow, we fret, and quar- 
re], that he doth not in ſmaller mat- 
ters feem to cocker us,weare extreme- 
1y ingratefull, and diſingenuous to- 
ward him : If any great perſon here 
ſhould freely beſtow on us gifts of huge 
value ( high preferment, or much 
wealth) but with good reaſon, as we 
might preſume, ſhould withhold from 
us ſome trifle, that we fanſie or dote 
on , ſhould we not be very unwor- 
thy, if we ſhould take it ill, and be 
angry with him for that cauſe ? The 


caſe is plainly the ſame; God'hath in 


the frankeſt manner beſtowed on us 
innumerable .and ineſtimable goods, 
in compariſon whereto any comfort 
or convenience of our fate: here 1s 

E 2 very 


— 
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very trivial and deſpicable; Are we 
not therefore very ingratefull, if we 
heinouſly reſent the want of any ſuch 
things; if upon any ſuch accompt we 
diſguſt his Providence? Do we not 
deal , beyond all expreſſion , unwor- 
thily with God, in ſo much underva- 
luing the goods which he hath given 
us, or doth offer us, and hath put in 
our reach-? He hath made us capable 
of the greateſt-goods imaginable, and 
faithfully upon eaſie terms proffereth 


zthem to.us; he even tendereth him- 
; ſelf ( himſelf, the immenſe and all- 
; comprehending good, the fountain of 


all joy and bliſs ) to be fully enjoyed 


{ by us; his wiſedom he offereth to in- 


{ſtruct and guide us, his power to pro- 
tet and guard us, his fullneſs to ſup- 
ply us, his goodneſs to comfort us ; he 
offereth his love and favour to us, in 
having which we virtually, and in ef- 


i fe&t have all things ; becoming there- 


by, in the higheſt degree, rich and ho- 
nourable and happy ; And is it not 
then outrageous unworthineſs to prize 
any other thing ( any petty accom- 
modation of this tranſitory life, any 
pitifull toy here ) ſo much, as to be 
| diſpleaſed 
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diſpleaſed for the want thereof ; as if 
all- this were not enough to fatisfie 
our needs, or fatiate our deſires ; as 

if notwithſtanding all theſe immenſey 
effuſions ( yea as it were profuſions ) 
of bounty upon us, we could be indi-! 
gent or unhappy ? Sha# we (to uſe 
that holy and moſt ingenuous conſ1- 
deration of Fob) receive ſo much good Nob 2. to. 
from the bountifull hand of God, an 
ſhall we not contentedly receive, or bear. 
fo ſmall evils from him 2 Evils indeed 
1n name, and to groſs ſenſe, but not 
ſo in reality, not ſo in effect, at leaſt: 
not ſo in God's deſign ; but rather Ear» | 
things very convenient and profitable ,q,,** 57 
for us; which is another aggravation 5» dy9;6- 
of our ingratitude ; for ME 

Are we not alſo very ingratefull in & mus, &c. 

miſapprehending, and diſliking that , {14 Pb:lagre- 
which God doeth out of very gratious 
intentions toward us ; in loathing bis Naz: Ep. 66. 
fatherly and friendly diſpenſations rg kg 
the fatherly chaſtiſements and friend4Js. ts, - 
ly diſciplines, which he unwillinglyJ” 2 7? 
is forced (is I fay forced by his ownF,9ho, = 
great love, and by our preſſing needs Yi», y 
to inflift or impoſe upon us ? Surely QF. 7 
qur ill opinion of, or deſpiſing ( as the Ep. 63; 

| E 3 Wiſe- Prov. 3- ils 
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W:ſe-man ecalleth it ) theſe unpleaſant 
(Lieflings 1s no ſmall fault ; Neither 
will our not diſcerning (out of affec- 
ted dulneſs, and ſtupid pravity not diſ- 
cetfiing ) the wiſedom of God's me- 
thods, and the wholſomenefs of the 
means he uſeth to better us, excuſe us 
from foul ingratitude. 
"Evy 679 3- Again, upon many accompts , 
es 73 - reaſon farther diftateth tn reſpect to 
3s 1a, Gd, that we ſhould be content : be- 


' . & 7% 2s cauſe it 1s moſt reaſonable to-acqui- 
' vis 9” efce in God's choice of our ſtate, he 


Teas onuldh 
y4a.56 657» X 


being infinitely more wiſe than we, 
noph.de $ 


and: infinitely. better underſtanding 
what is good for us than we can do : 
becauſe he is well affteted to us, and 
. .z more truely loveth us than we do our 
rn ts felves ; on Be he hath a juſt right, 
Nibi, and: irreſiſtible power to ditpoſe ot us, 
; the which(whatever we can doe, how- 
ever we reſent it ) he willeffteQtually 

maks uſe of, whence it 1s extremely 

fooliſh to be diſcontent: fooliſh it is to 

be diſſatisfied with the reſults of his 
wiſedom, adhering to our vain appre- 

henfions ; fooliſh-to diſtruſt his good- 

neſs in compliance with our fond ſelf- 

love ; fooliſh ro conteſt his unqueſti- 

onable 


— 
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onable right and uncontrollable power, 

having « nothing but mere impaetency 

to oppoſe, againſt them; no. leſs than 
downright madneſs it is to fret and x, wa 
fume at that which we can no-wiſe ns, 47: w#, 
help, to bark at that which lodgeth inþyjt 
heaven. fo far high above us, to ſolicite 
deaf neceſſity with - our- ineffectual 
wailings; for if we think; that our dif- 
pleaſure-will affe&t God, that our com- 
plaints will incline him - to alter our 
condition; or comply with our wiſhes, 
we do conceit vainly ,and-without any 
ground ; ſooner may we, by our 1ma- 
gination, ſtop the tides of the Sea, or 
turn the-ſtreams of Rivers-backward.;\ 
ſooner, by: our crigs, may ;we-ſtay the fo jp ns 
Sun, and change I the courſes of the Pcs mine 
Stars, than-by our paſſionate reſent- ,;... Hom. 
ments 'or moanfnll clamours we can 2. «. 
check the current of affairs, or alter 

that ſtate of things, which is by God's 

high decree eſtabliſhed: diſcontented 
behaviour will rather: faſten our con- 
dition,or remove it intq a worſe place pn - - 
as it highly doth offend God, and en- —_ _ 
creaſeth our guilt, fo; it moveth God «ax Eurip- 
to continue, and to augnient our evils. 

Thus lifting up our eyes to: heaven,and 

chiles E 4 CON» 
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conſidering the reference our diſpoſi- 


tion and demeanour hath to Gad, will 
induce us to bear our caſe contented- 


ly. 
TI. Again , Reflecting upon our 


Lam. 3- 39+ lietves, we may obſerve much reaſon 


to be content with our ſtate; in what- 
ever capacity we look upon our ſelves , 
it in reaſon becometh us, we in duty 
are obliged to be ſo. 


rare indigent and impotent ; we have 


As men and creatures we naturally 


no juſt claim to any thing, nor any 
poſſeſſion mamtainable by our power ; 
all that we have, or can have, cometh 
from molt pure coyrteſie and bounty ; 
wherefore how little ſoever is allow- 
ed us, we have no wrong done us, nor 
can we juſtly complain thereat: Such 
beggars as we are muſt not pretend 
to be chuſers; if any thing be given 
us we may beglad, we ſhould be thank- 


| 


fall. It is for thoſe who have a right, 
and a power to maintain it, to reſent 
and expoſtulate, if their due be with- 
held; but for us that never had any 
thing, which we could call our own ; 
that have no power to get er keep any 

. thing, 
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thing, for us that came into the world 
naked and defenſeleſs, that live here in 
continual, abſolute and arbitrary de- 
pendance for all our livelihood and 
ſubſiſtence, to conteſt with' him that 
maintaineth us, or to complain of his 
dealing, is ridiculouſly abſurd and 
vain. 


leſs reaſon to challenge ought, or to 
complain of any thing; for we de- 
ſerve nothing but evil : If we rightly 
eſteem and value our ſelves, any thing 
will ſeem good enough for us, any con-} 
dition will appear better than' we de-; 
ſerve : duly examining the imperfeCti- 
ons and infirmities ot our nature, the 
diforder and depravedneſs of our 
hearts, the demeanours and enormi- 
tiesof our lives, we cannot but appre- 
hend,that we are even unworthy of the 


crumbs which fall from our maſters ta- Mat. 1. 17. 


ble; we cannot but acknowledge with 


Upon a moral accompt we have{ 


57 


the good Patriarch, that we are /eſs Een. 22.466 


than the leaſt of God's mercies. Con- 
{idering our natural unworthineſs, we 
ſhall ſee that we deſerve not ſo much 
as thoſe common benefits which all 
men enjoy, and without which we 

| cannot 
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cannot ſub(iſt ; ſo that 1n- regard: to 

them we ſhall be ready to acknow- 

ledge with the Pſalmiſt;; Lord what is 

Pal. 44.3 man that thou takeft knowledge of him, 
Job 7. 27- or the Son of man, that thou-mateſt ac- 
compt of him Trying, our hearts, and 

_ examining our ways,:we ſhall foon 
diſcover it to be abundant mercy, that 

we are-not utterly:deprivedof all good 

things, ſtript of all comforts, yea diſ- 

poſleſied of our yery being: and life ir 

telf; that we are obliged to acknow- 

ledge with thoſe in the Lamentations, 

Lam. 3: 22. /t 7s of the Lord s mercies that we are 
not conſumed, becauſe bis compaſſions 

fail not. Were we far better than we 

are , yet it- would- not become us 'to 

conteſt. with him. , to whoſe diſpoſal 

| and judgment we: are ſubject ; as fob 
Job 9.126 teacheth us : Behodd; (:faith he )) Go 
taketh away, who can hinder him, who 

will ſay unto him, what doeft thou o If 

he will not withdraw his anger, the 

* kim proud* helpers do floop nnder him; how 
much leſs ſhall I anſider vim, and chaſe 

out my words to reqfon with him ; whom 

though I were righteass', { would not 

anſwer , but I wonald-make fupplication 

( Job 9. 32.) f0 my jiedge; but for us, men-ſo.un- 
righteous 
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righteous and guilty, to debate with, 

to queſtion the proceedings of our 
Judge it is much more unſeemly. 


Nothing can be more abfurd, than 
for men fo deeply indebted, than' for 
firtners ſo very obnoxious to wrath, to 
be aggrieved in any ſtate : Shall we, 
who are confcious to our ſelves of ſo 
many great ſinsagainft our God ; who 
by witfull tranfgreſſions , or flothfulf | 
negle&s, have io much affronted and | 
offended him; who have ſo little re-| 
quited his love, and ſo much abuſed} 
his patience ; who have born fo little 
frait, and rendred him fo little ſervice, 
ſhall we be angry that our humour is 
not pleaſed in all things 2 Shall we af- 
fe& to ſwirtt in plenty, to wallow in 
pleaſure, to bask our ſelves in eaſe ; 
to'be fed with dainties, to be gaily 
cloathed, to flouriſh in a brave and 
ſplendid condition, to be worſhipped 
and honoured, who deſerve not the 
meaneſt competence , - or loweſt re- 
ſpe&, to whom' it is a great favour 
that we are permitted to ſubſiſt, whom 
ftri& juſtice would often have caſt in- 
to utter miſery and diſconſolateneſs? 

de It 
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It is not ſurely for ſuch perſons to be 
diſfatisfied with any thing in this 
world, -but to bleſs God's exceeding 


mercy, that they abide there on this 
ſide of : the -bottomleſs pit; 'tis their 
part, with moſt ſubmiſſive patience, to 
bear whatever 1s inflicted on them , 
humbly ſaying with him inthe Prophet, 
I will bear the indignation of the Lord, 


. becauſe I have finned againſt him. See- 


ing, whatever our croſles or ſufferings. 
be, we cannot but confeſs to God 
with thoſe in Ezra, Thou haſt puniſh- 
ed us leſs than our iniquities deſerve ; 
being gainers upon the matter, having 
ſo much of our debt remitted in et- 
fect, being in compariſon to what was 
due to us very tolerably, yea very fa- 
vourably dealt with, Why ſhould we 
be diſlatisfied 2 If in ſuch. cafes men 
ſhould deal ſo favourably with us, we _ 
ſhould be much pleaſed, and ready to 
thank  them.; Why then ſhould we 
take it ill of God, when he, even in 
his hardeſt proceedings againſt us, ex- 
preſſeth ſo much indulgence and mer- 

CY? 
"If we muſt be diſpleaſed, and luſt 
to: complain, we have reaſon much 
©: rather 
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rather to accuſe our ſelves, than to ex- - 
claim at Providence , to bewail our 
ſins, than to deplore our fortune : for; 
our evils are not indeed ſo much the 
voluntary works of God, who doth n0t Lam. 3. 33. 
affiift willingly, or grieve the children! Avveiprre 
of men, as the natural products of our” pulſe. 
ſins, which we do wilfully ' commit : 
It is ( as the Prophet ſpeaketh ) our Jer. 5. 25- 
fins that withhold good things from us; 
and bring evil things upon us : Fools, pll. £07. 194 
becauſe of their tranſgreſſion, and be- 
cauſe of their iniquities, are afflicted. 
We make adverſity neceſſary, or ex 
pedient for us, then we cry out aponſer 17. Io. 
it : we labour in Planting, but cannot 5,; 54, 3 
brook the fruit of our doings; we, like 
prodigals, fling away our eſtate in 
wanton profuſions, then complain of 
want; we affe&t and chuſe the cau- F 
fes, but loath, and cannot abide the 1 
certain conſequences ; ſo fond in our 
conceits, ſo perverſe are we in our af- 
fetions: Wherefore doth the living Lam.z. 39. 
man complain, for the puniſhment of his 
fins 2 ſo well might the Prophet de- mW 
mand and expoſtulate. 

We, may farther , looking on our 
ſelves, confider our ſelves as ſervants 
to 
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to God, or rather as ſlaves, abſolutely 
ſubject to his diſpoſal; And ſhall any 
ſetvant, ſhall a mere ſlave preſume to 
chuſe his place, or determine his rank 
in the family 2 Shall he appoint to 
himſelf what i he will diſcharpe , 
what garb: he ſhall go in, what diet 
he mult have ; what he will doe, and 
how he ſhall be accommodated? Is it 
not fit that all theſe things ſhould be 
lett to our Maſter's diſcretion and plea- 
ſure, it is moſt reaſonable that we 
thould thoroughly acquieſce in his de- 
termination: even a _ Pagan Philoſo- 
pher could teach us, that this 1s rea- 
lonable; who thus piouſly directeth 
his Speech to God: For 
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to thee, and am indifferent. 
7 refuſe nothing which ſeem- 
eth good to thee; lead me 
whither thou wile ; put on 
me what garment hou plea- 
. Jeſt. Wilt thog have me to 
be a-gavernaur or a private 
man, to ſtay at hame or to 


be baniſhed.away ,. to be poor or. to be 
rich? Iwill,inreſped toa theſe things, 


* apologize 
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apologize for thee:with men ; thus did 
Epidtetus ſay, andAuch ſpeech well be- 
. cometh our relation.to God: ſervants 
ſhould be content with their Mafters 
appointments. .and. allowances ; they 
ſhould inot onely' themſelves | forbear 
to find fault with;but-be ready tomain- 
tain his proceedings againſt any, who 
ſhall preſume to:reprehend. or blame 
them. . Eſpecially ſuch ſervants as: we 
are, who, after we have done all things F 17. 10. 


03 


commanded us, maſt acknowledge , that 
we are unprofitable ſervants ; fuch as 
can bring no conſiderable benefit to 
our Lord, or any-wiſe advance his 
ſtate; ſuch as therefore cannot chal- 
lenge any wages from him, more than 
he out of mere favour is pleaſed to 
allow : Could we, by our labours, en- 
rich God, or raiſe him in dignity, or 
procure delight to him, it might ſeem 
congruous that he ſhould anſwera- 
bly reward us ; but as he getteth no- 
thing by us, ſo we cannot require any 
thing from him : our beſt ſervices do 
indeed rather need pardon, than de. 
ſerve any reward; No man hath lived 
fo-well, that he can pretend any thing 
from God, that he is not indeed: much 
1 | behuſd- 


64. 


of Contentment. Serm. Il. 


behind-hand in his -accompts with 
God, having received: from God far 
more of benefit than he can return to 
him in ſervice : No man, without ex- 
treme preſumption':and arrogance , 
can offer to preſcribe, in what mea« 
ſure, or what manner God ſhould: res 
ward him. gn? TD 
| Again, if we conſider our ſelves as 
the children of Gbd, | either by. birth 
pur nature, or, by: adoption and. grace; 
How can we.be diſcontent for..any 
thing 2 Have we not thence great rea» 
ſon to hope, or rather to be confident, 
that: we ſhall never want. any [good 
thing: ( 'neceſfary; or convenient for 
us ) that no great evil ſhall ever op- 
preſs us? For is not God hence by 
paternal diſpoſition inclined, is he:nor, 
in a manner, by paternal duty, enga- 
ged, in all needfull occaſions, to ſup 
dply and ſuccour us? Can we ( wit 
{out great profaneneſs, and no leſs fol- 
ily ) ſurmiſe, that he, which is ſo.um- 
menſly goed, will be a bad (an un- 
kind, or a negkQfull) Father 'to us? 
No, as there is'no other Father in 
goodneſs comparable to him, ſo none, 
in real effetts of benignity, can come 
: near 
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near him ; fo our Lord aſfureth us: 

If ye ( fairh he) being evil, now how Matt-7-11. 
to give good things to your children; 

How much more will your heavenly Pa- 

ther give good things to his childrew 

that ask him? © 

If we conſider our ſelves as Chri- 

ſtians, we have ſtill more reaſon to 
prattiſe this duty : As ſuch, we are 

not . onely poſſeſſed of goods abun- 

dantly ſufficient to fatisfie our deſires ; 

we have hopes able to raiſe our minds 

above the fake of all preſent things ; 

we have entertainments that ever 

may divert our-minds , and fill our 

hearts with comfort ; but we have 

alſo an aſſurance of competent ſup- 

plies 'of temporal goods; for, God/lz- x Tim. 4 8. 
neſs is profitable to all things, having the 

promiſe both of the preſent life, and of 

that which is to come: and, If we ſeek - 6. 33 


firſt the kingdom of. heaven , and its 
righteouſneſs, all theſe things ſhall bet _ 
added unto as. Tt is indeed ſtrangely 
unhandſome for + a Chriſtian ever to 
droop, or to. be diſconſolate ; for a 
- friend of God, and an heir of heavenz 

to'think he wants any thing, or fart 
that he ſhall- ever want « tor him,” 

- F— whoſe 


- 
= 
5 I 
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whoſe treaſure and heart are above, to 


. be ſo, concerned with any thing here, 


as deeply to reſent it. 


; Again, if-we refle& upon our 
ſelves . as rational men, How for 


ſhame can we be diſcontent > Do we 
not therein much diſparage that ex- 


. cellent perfedtion of our nature ? 


Is it not the proper. work of rea- 
ſon to prevent things: hurtfull or of- ' 
fenſive to us, when that may be done ; 
to remove them, if: they are remove- 
able; if neither of theſe tan be com- 
patfſed, to allay and mitigate them; fo 
that we; may be S's ſupport 
them 2. Is at not its, principal uſe. to 
drive away thoſe fond conceits, and 


| to quell thoſe troubleſome paſlions , 
| whit | 


create, or foment difquiet, and 


| Cuphralars to us 2.if it cannot doe, this, 


at doth it ſignifie? To what pur- 
poſe . have we it?. Is not our condition - 


Ireally worle than that of brute beaſts, 
{if reaſon ferveth onely. to deſcry the 
{cauſes of trouble, but cannot enable 
ito bear it ? All the reaſons we have 


produced , and all. that we ſhall 
produce Againſt diſcontent * will 08 * 3 
we are tealonable men;;. and reaſon 

ot oe ng re” 
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availeth any thing , have this effect 
upon us. 

Wherefore conſidering our ſelves, 
our capacities, our relations, our acti- 
ons, it, is. moſt reaſonable to be con- 
tent with our condition, and with 
whatever doth befall us. 


heh , " 
, PP _ % 
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The Third Sermon. 


COST TIES 


—_—_—rrk 


th 


PHIL. IV. 11. 


T have learned in whatever ſtate, &c. 


Arther, if we conſider our 
condition ( be it what it 
E .« will, how poor, how mean, 
w deſpicable and forlorn ſoever ) 

we can have from it no reaſonable 

ground of diſcontent. 

x. Our condition in this world 
cannot (if rightly eſtimated, and well 
managed) be extremely bad, or ſor- 
rowfull 3 nothing here can occur in- 


III. 


_ -ſupportable, or very grievous in it 


elf; we' cannot, if we pleaſe, want 
any thing conſiderable, and the de- 
fe whereof may not be ſupplied, or 
ſupported by far better heater” 
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If we have high opinions of ſome 
things, as very excellent, or very 
needfull for us, it's no wonder if we 
do want them, that our condition is 
unpleaſant to us; if we take other 
things for huge evils, then, if they 
be incumbent on us, we can hardly 
ſcape being: diſpleaſed ; but if we 
thoroughly look through ſuch things, 
and ſcan them exactly, valuing them, 
not according to fallacious impreſſons @ 
of ſenſe, or 1illuſive dreamings of fan- 
cy, but according to ſound diftates of 
reaſon, we may find, that neither the 
abſence of the former, nor the pre- 
ſence of the latter doth make our con- 
dition much worſe, or render our 
caſe deplorable. | 

We are, for inſtance, poor : that 
condition, rightly weighed, is not ſo] 
yery fad : for what is poverty ? what jrert, t 
but the abſence of a few fuperfluous Par: 7: 
things, which pleaſe wanton fancy 
rather than anſwer need ; without 
which nature is eaſily fatisfied, and 
which if we do not affe&t, we cannot 
want? what is it but | Te & dpppoual' Rav irs 


wear courſe ' clothes, to | Pf  , , 
Eis 769 7pa90d's5 yeirn 


feed on plain and fimple | "i &; + Zier. Socrat. 
F'3 fare, 
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| fare to work and take ſome pains, 

to ſit br go In a lower place, to have 

ho heaps of caſh, or hoards of grain, 

yid.Plut. in fto Keep ho retinue, to have few 
arſt. "friends, and not one flatterer ? and 
what great harm'in this ? It is a ſtate, 

, Which hath its no ſmall conveniences 

land cottiforts, its happy fruits and 
*conſequences ; Which freeth us from 
many cares and diftrations, from 
many troubles and croſſes, from ma- 


$7 vis vacare 


_—_ encottibrances, many dangers, ma- 
porter, aut | 1 ternprations, many fore diſtempers 
ngere Jus of body and foul, many grievous mil- 
2: i1 {Ehiefs, to which wealth is expoſed ; 
philoſophan- | Which maintaineth health, induſtry 


and ſobriety ; difpoſeth us to feed 
pertas exped! heartily , to move My , to fleep 
ta eft, ſeems ſyeetly ; which preferveth us from 


- 1 - Joxury, from fatiety, from floth and 
S2pixs pau- nwieldinefs. Tt yieldeth diſpoſition 
Hh fe of mind, freedom and leifure to at- 
Scn. Ep. 80. tend the ſtudy of truth, the acquilt 
of vertue. Tt is a ſtate, which many 

ſhuve botn with 'great chearfulnels ; 

many (very wife men) have volunta- 

\rily embraced ; 'which is allotted by 

divine wifedorh to .toft men ; and 
which the beſt men often do endure ; 
oy & FFT ore 1, wh 4a 


IR ell $4 yi we 
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to which God hath declared an oſpe-Pil r0. 14 


$5.10. 68.10. 
9.33» 72+ 43 
3» I4O. I'2, 
I 45.7:147-2» 
Luk. 6. 20s 
4M. 2. 4» 
2. 66. 2+ 


and Gan@ified by his partaking deeply 


cial regard, which the mouth of tru 
hath proclaimed happy ; which theSony: 
of God hath: dignified by his choice 


thereof: and ean ſuch a condition be 

ery loattiſome; can it reaſonably dif- 
pleaſe us? 
difgrace,: or from honour and-eredit 
art depreffed into a ftate'of contempt 
and infumy 2 this ofſo rightly prizcd 
is no. fuck” wretchednefs ; for what 
doth this tmpott ? what, but a change 
of opinian jn giddy men, which thou 
doſt not feel, ' which thou art not con- 
cerned tn; if thou pleaſeſt ; which 
thou never hadft reaſon much to re- 
gard, or at4l} to rely upon ? what is 
thy loſs therein * it is the'breaking of 
a bubble, the finking of a wave, the 
changing of a'wind, the cracking of 


4 thing moſt brittle, the Mipping a- 


way of -a thing moſt ſugacious and 
flippery ; what is honour, ang fame, 
but thought,” 'and what 'more fit- 


% 


ting, what ſooner gone awzy than 


a thought? 'and-why art thou difplea- 
_"fed'at the loſs of a thing fo when, i 


F 4 der, 


ou'art ſuppoſe falfen into 


7” 
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der, and flimme.?- if thou didſt know 
its nature, thou canſt/ not be diſap- 
pointed ; if thou didſt not, it was 


_. worth thy while to be thus. informed 


by experience, that thou: mayſt not 


any more regard it. ..Is the contempt, 
thou haſt incurred, from thy fault 2 
bear the conſequence thereof patient- 


' {Hy, and doe thy -beſt.-by. removing 
/the cauſe to reverſe the. effe& : is it 


undeferved and cauſeleſs ?.be ſatisfied 
in thy innocence, and be. glad that 
thou art above the folly and injuſtice 
of thoſe, who contemn thee. Let 
thy afte&ions rather be employed in 
pity of theirs, than in, diſpleaſure for 
thy own caſe. Did (let meask thee 


- again) the good opinion of men pleaſe 


thee 2 that pleaſure was/fond and vain, 
and it is well thou art,rid of it ; did it 
not much affect thee } why: then doſt 
thou much grieve at. the loſs thereof > 


Ts not alſo thy fortune: in this kind 


the fame. with that of the beſt men 2 


have not thoſe who. . have deſerved 
moſt honour, been expoſed. to moſt 
Job z0-1,10, contempt ? .But now (Fob could: ſay) 
. they that .are younger than { bave me 


in derifin, -they ebhor me, they fir 
A} Fo 
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far from me, 'and ſpare not to ſpit in 

ny. face. And, -1 am, ( could that Pal. 22.6, 7. 
great and good Xing ſay ) a: worm, 

and no man; a reproach of men,'.and 

deſpiſed of the people ; All they that 

Jee' me, laugh-me to ſcorn ; they ſhoot 

out -the lip, they ſhake the: head. —— 
and, we are defamed, we are reviled, 1 Cor.” 4. r2, 
we are made as the filth of the world, 73: 

and the off-ſcouring of all things unto 

this day, could the holy Apoſtles lay ; 

and He 1s deſj z[ed and rejected of A. $Z+ Zo 
 men——he was deſpiſed and we eſteemed} + 
him not, was ſaid of our Lord himſelf ; p 
and can this condition then in juſt e- 

ſteem be ſo very pitifull, or grievous ? 

But thou-art perhaps troubled be- 

cauſe thou art, wrongfully cenſured, 
odiouſly traduced- and! defamed, :abu- 

ſed-; by ſlander, ' or by detraCtion ; Exempl. Je- 
which aſperſeth thee with -things 7 owms?” 
whereof thou art no-wiſe guilty, or 16. 
repreſenteth thee in a charaQer- un- j/9n 
- worthy of thee: Be it ſo; what: then ? aignus fur 
why doth this ſo much affeCt thee z 9m mundue 
Is not every man ſubject to theſe x1. 35. Cad 
things 2. are-not the greateſt men, are alcllam.) 
not the wiſelt-.men; are-not the beſt 

men liable to the ſame 2: yea chiefly 
bn | liable 
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fable, excellency being 'the ſpecial 
_ mark of envy and obloquy ? can any 
; good men eſcape free of them among 
'G many bad men, whoſe doings as 
acodanld Jorh reproach, - ſo 1t prove- 
[5 their nin 2 Canſt thou 
amagine to days in ſo unjuſt 
ms ipitefull a tn without incur- 
ring ſach bad uſage? can ſo many 
vain, fo many bojd, fo many lawhkefs, 
tongues be tied up, or kept within 
compaſs” of truth , or :equity 2 Witt 
thou ſuffer i to be in the power of 
any man at his. pleaſure fo "cal eo 
diſcompoſe and vex thee? becauſe he 
wil be bad, ſhalt thou be miſerable ? 
why doſt chou not rather pleaſe thy 
ſelf in- the conſcience: of thy endea- 
vouring to deſerve and doe welt ; in 
thy innocence, and clearneſs from the 
blame which they 'impoſe on thee ; 
an thy bavang given no cauſe of ſuch 
offence and outrage r why doſt eh6u 
not rather - pity their unworthineſs, 
and inels', who itoop to fo 


Nai 


mean and baſe pratices, than fret at 
them, bates thee? they doe them- 
ſelves far' more: ONE, than they 
can doe thee.” © © 


Ang 
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_ .. And why doſt thou not conlider, 
that indeed thou art guilty of many 


fauks, and, fall of real imperfections, 
fo that no an can ealily deropate 


from thee more: than thou deſerveſt : 1 


- he may indeed tax. thee unjuſtly, he 
may. mils. in the. particulars of his 
charge, he .may diſcover pg 
contempt, and-ill-will toward thee ; 
but thou knowelt thy ſelf to be a 
gnevous ſinner, and it is juſt that 
thou Hhouldſt be reproached {( God, 
for thy humiliation, or thy corre&i- 
on, may have ordered him, as Daved 
ſaid he gf 6 have ordered Shine, 
Zo curſe thee) thou haſt - therefore 
more need to be humble in reflexion 
oa thy felt, than to {well with diſdain 
in regard to his nary. 

Thon ſhouldit improve this dealing, 
and make it wholſome tothee, by ta- 
Jang occaſion thence to correct: thy 
real faults, and endeavouring to be- 
come truly more worthy 3 that fo 
thy conſcience may be a firm bulwank 
againſt all detraction and obloquy 
Tn fe, fſatisfie thy {elt by — 
thy ſoul with. patience in well-doing 
unto thy Judge, who afluredly -j 

oe 
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doe thee right, will proteCt thy repu- 
tation, and clear thy innocence : his 
judgment .is onely worth regarding, 


poor: | be little concerned with any other. 


Again, Being diſappointed and 
croſſed in the ſucceſs of their pro- 
jets, or undertakings, is wont to put 
men, as they conceive, into a wotull 
caſe : but why ſo? why (let me ask 
thee, who art diſcontented upon this 
ſcore) didſt thou build-much expeCta- 
tion upon uncertainties? didſt thou not 

foreſee a .poſlibility, that thy deſign 
might miſcarry, and if ſo, why art 
thou not prepared to receive what 
happeneth ? was it not an adventure, 
why then art thou troubled with thy 
chance? Is he not a ſilly gameſter, 
that will fret and fume at a bad caft, 
or'at the loſs of a game? didſt thou 
refer the - buſineſs to God's diſpoſal 
and arbitrement, if not, thou deſer- 
vedſt to be croſſed, and rather confeſs 
thy fault, than complain of' thy for- 
tune ; if thou didſt fo, then be con- 
ſiſtent with thy ſelf, and acquieſce in 
his determination : In- fine, -what is 
| thy loſs 'tis of thy .care'and pain ? 
- would it have been: much better, _ 
| Lou 
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7t 


thou hadſt been careleſs or idle > but -  - 


haſt thou -not 4n lieu of them got 


ſome wiſedom and experience 2: haſt 


thou not (if thy attempt ' was reaſo- 


nable and gired exerciſed thy wit, _ 


thy co induſtry 2 haſt thou 
not (by ous Bc —_ an opportu- 
nity to ex umity and- pati- 
G_ if fr eq fo improveſt thy dif- 
appointment, thou art a 'gainer by 
thy loſs, thou doeſt more, than conquer 
by thy defeat : however ſince the 
gain, the credit, the preferment-thou 
didſt aim at, and haſt miſſed, are 
things in themſelves of no great value, 
and ſuch as thou' mayſt well live 
without, as other good men- have 
done, thou canſt not have much rea- 
ſon to be diſpleaſed 'upon this ac- 
compt, or to reckon thy ——— 
very. diſaſtrous. 

But. friends, will ſome man fay, 
have been unkind, have been ungrate- 
full, have been fickle and falſe, have 
nepletted , have deſerted, have 'be- 


trayed me? 1t:was not an enemy, that Pal. $5. Fe 


reproached we, then I could have born 
it, Grc. this is indeed commonly moſt 


grievous.; yet being ſcanned will not 
render 


i 
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Jam ſibi ye- render a man's condition fo lamen- 


nas dedit qui 
peccauit. Sent. 
de Gr. 2+ 30s 


table : for, | ſuch misbehaviour of 
friends is more their calamity than 
ours: the lofs of bad friends is no 
damape, but an advantage ;' tis-but 
the loſs of a miſchief, and a trouble : 


| the fewer we come to have of ſuch, 
_ the more fime we fave; the kf trou- 


ble we meet with, 'the' greater ſeeu- 
rity we enjoy; The kindaefs we have 
fhewed,” the obligations 'we have put 


on ſuch, are not quite loft, they will 


Vid.. Sen- 
Ep. 63. 


bring 'the- reward dus6 to humanity, 


and | Zdeliey ; It will yield fatisfa&tion 


to us, that however we have been 
kind and faithfull to them. The fi- 
delity of remaining true friends ma 

fatisfieus; however if all other friend- 
ſhips ſhould fail, rhere is one remains, 
worth millions of other friends, 'who 
can never prove unfaithfull, or incon- 
ſtant, who never- will be unmindfull 
- us, .or deficient 1 in kindneſs towgrd 


> thee with 'forow. - 
But-canfſt thowtolt thy beſt friend; 
canſt thou loſe the'preſence, the eon- 
vr: the prote&ion, the my” 
tne 


l, 'Ths dcach of: friends! doth it may 
_ 
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the ſuccour 0f:God 2 is he z , 05 Zanivduny 3 aw)e 
hon genome i8: he. not TY > 
immutable, is:he:not in- } xavwie Bac 55 cunt 
ſeparable from thee ? canſt } 7 [dirs 
thou be deſtitute of friends, ® * 
whilſt he ſtands by thee ? 
Is it nk an \ req hei- "AmdYules nw may: 
nous indignity to him, to *£* #24599 7 T1AdbTUW, 
behave thy ſelf nat of thy &c. Theod. Ep. 14. 
happineſs, thy weltare, thy 
comfort had dependence on any other 
* but him? is it. not a great fault t 
be unwilling to part with any thing} 
when he calleth for it ? | 
.;; Neither 4s. it- a loſs of -thy friend, 
but a ſeparation for a ſmall time ; he 
- 16-onely parted from thee y- 
as:-taking a hittle: poor Car doles ſi periiſſe non 
ox; going ifor a finall time | 144%? cur impatienter fe- 
x9.repoſe ; within a while | Geir reverſum ? proſe 
we {hall be- fare to mect #ioeft gum purer mortem. 
agaun; ahdoy fully to con» ;, Tert. de Pat. 9. Sel.Ep.63- 
gratulate, if we. are fit in. 
a better place, -and morehappy ſtate 
Sremiftmug,: wou amiftmus 3 we hav 
{ent him thither before, -aot quite loſt 
him from us: |< 2B0197%; 
_. Thy friend, if he ben good man 
(and in ſuch friendſhips bntly we can 


have 
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Pay yr : Py have true fatisfattion)- is 
—_ "Geen Weuaticd- himſelf in no'bad conditi- 
tar, Gyc. Tert. thid. on, and: doth not want 

thee; thou canſt not there- 
a = 18 5%. fore reaſonably grieve for 
Th Tl 2Anofoy Smveuey him # and to grieve onely : 
- acjmmmines3 Naz: for thy ſelf is perverſe ſelt- 
Ir. 190 EY a | e 

iſhneſs and: fondneſs. 

But thou haſt loft .a great comfort 
of thy life, and advantage to thy at- 
fairs here? is it truly ſo?! is it indeed 
an irreparable loſs, even ſechuding the 

--- conſideration of God; whoſe friend- 
ſhip repaireth all poſſible loſs? what 
is 1t, I pray, that was pleaſant, con- 
venient, or. uſefull to'thee in tliy 
friend, which may not in'good mea- 

- ſure be ſupplied here? was it a ſenſe 
. of hearty good-will, was it a ſweet 
_ freedom of converſation, -was it ſound 
advice- or kind aſliſtence''in thy af- 
fairs? and mayſt thou not find thoſe 
left, which: are alike able, and wil- 
ling to 'miniſter thoſe benefits > may 
not the ſame means, - which knit him 
to thee, conciliate others alſo tobe 
thy friends? he did not-alone ſurely 
poſſeſs all the good-nature, all the fi- 
delity, all the wiſedom in the world, 
nor 
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nor hath carried them all away with 
him ?. other friends ' therefore thou 


mayſt find to ſupply his room : ally 


good men will be ready, if thou art 
good, to be thy friends, they will 
heartily love thee ; they will be rea- 
dy to chear thee with their ſweet and 
wholſome ſociety, to yield thee their 
beſt counſel and help upon any occa- 


F 


; 


ſion: Is it not therefore a fond and 


unaccomptable affe&tion to a kind 
of perſonality, rather than want of 
a . real convenience that diſturbeth 
thee ? | 
"In fine, the ſame reaſons, which 
in any other loſs may comfort us, 
ſhould doe it alſo in this : neither a 
friend nor any other good thing we 
can enjoy under any ſecurity of not 
ſoon looſing it ; our welfare 1s not att- 
nexed to one man no more than to a- 
ny other inferiour thing ; this is the 
condition of all good things here to 
be tranſient and ſeparable from us; 


and accordingly we ſhould be affected t. 


toward them. 
Fragile frattum eſt, mortale mortuum 
eſt. 


G But 


3r- 
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But farther, it perhaps difpteaſeth 
us, that the courſe of the world doth 
not go right, or according to our 
mind ; that juſtice is not well diſpen- 
ſed, that vertue is under hatches, that. 
worth is not conſidered, that indu- 
ſtry is not rewarded, that innocence 
and modeſty are trampled upon ; that 
favour, partiality, cortuption, flatte- 
ry, craft, :thpuidetcs do carry all be- 
fore them ; devouring all the encou- 
ragements due to honeſt induſtry : 
| This may be obferved, but why ſhould 
Hit diſpleaſe 2 art thou guilty of con- 
{tributing to this ? then mend ;* if not, 
ithen bear ; eſpecially ſeeing thou canſt 
tnot help itz for ſo it hath always 
been; and ever will be in the world, 
that things never have gone there as 
the wiſeſt judge, or the beſt men de- 
fire : there have never been good men 
enough to ſway the'world, nor will 
{the few good men that are, be ſo ac- 
tive in promoting publick good, as 
bad are in driving on their private 
deſigns ; doth. not this courſe of 
things neceſfarily ſpring from the - 
nature of men,” which therefore we 
ſhould no more be vexed at, than _ 
enat 
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that a ſerpent hath poifon, or that al | 
waſp hath a ſting 2 we cannot won- 
der at it, why then ſhould we be 
ſtrangely affected by it 2 could any 
man ever have been pleaſed , if this 
were a ſufficient cauſe of diſpleaſure ? 
However the world goes, we may 
yet make a tolerable ſhift, God is en- 
gaged competently to provide for ws 
that ſhould fatisfie us. . God obſerveth 
theſe things no leſs than we, and he 
can eaſily hinder them, yet he thin- 
keth good to ſuffer them ; and ſhall 
not we do ſo likewiſe 2 there 1s in 
fine appointed a judgment hereafter, 
when all theſe things ſhall be redref- 
ſed and ſet ſtreight ; when juſtice 
and vertue ſhall trumph, when inte- 
grity and induſtry ſhall find- their due 
recompence , 'tis but a moment to 
that time, and till then we may reſt 
ſatisfied. 

Thus if we do ſurvey and rightly 
ſtate things, which cauſe diſcontent, 
and ſeem to render our condition hard 
and fad, we ſhall find, that not from 
the things, but from our ſelves all the 
miſchiet proceeds : we by our imagi- 
nation. give to the lighteſt things a 
WA | weight, 
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weight, and ſwell the Tmalleſt things 
into a vaſt bulk ; we fanſie them ve- 
ry frightfull and dolefull, then we 


tremble and grieve at them. Mere 
gnames (the names of poverty, of dil- 
{grace, of defeat) do ſcare us, without 
;conſulting reaſon, ard eonſidering 
{how little terrible the things are 
ithemſelves. We follow ſilly prejudi- 


ces, judging that highly good, which 
the vulgar admireth, that very evil, 
which the weakeſt ſort of men are 
wont to complain of ;' hence ſo com- 
monly doth our caſe ſeem grievous. 
But in truth there is no condition fo 
bad, but if we. manage it well and 
wiſely, if we bend our mind to com- 
ply with it, if we moderate our paſ- 
ſions about the accidents thereof, if 
we vigilantly embrace and enjoy the 
advantages thereof, may not be eafily 
ſupportable, yea prove very comfor- 
table to us ;-it 1s our fond conceits, 
our froward humours, our perverſe 
behaviours, which do create the trou- 
ble, which ſeemeth adherent to any 
condition, andembittereth every itate ; 
which from any flight occaſion doth 
create vexation, and turneth every e- 
vent 1nto diſaſter, 2, AS 
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2. As there is no condition here 

perfetly and purely good (not defi- 

cient in ſome convenien- | 

ces, not blended with ſome ——»{e a__— 

troubles) ſo there is none gyjcirique aliquid Latis in- 

ſo thoroughly bad, that it —rervenit— Ovid. 

hath not ſomewhat conve- 

nient and comfortable therein ; ſel-q_ 

dom or never all good things do for- | 

ſake a man at once, or all miſchiefs | 

together aſſail him ; ſome- | 

whatuſuallyabideth,which , Aieſcendum conditioni 
. | ſue; 0 quam minimum de 

well improved, or wiſely 51, querendum, & quicquid 

enjoyed may fatisfie a man, #abet circa ſe commoa? ap- 

: prehendendum eft : mhil 

yea render his eſtate com- 7,,, acerbumeR, ex quo non 

parable to theirs, who to equus animus ſolatium inve- 

vulgar eyes appear to be nor an ath 

in the beſt condition : 

there 1s 1n every condition ſomewhat 

of good compenſating for its evils, 

and reducing it to a balance with o- 

ther more plauſible ſtates. We are, 

ſuppole "again, in poverty (that in-i 

ſtance I propound uſually, as the moſt? 

ordinary ground of diſcontent) but } 

have we therewith good health ? then * 

moſt rich men may. envy us, and rea- 

ſonably we ſhould not exchange our 

ſtate with many crazy Princes ; have 

| G 3 _.- 
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{we therewith our liberty ? that is an 
* ineſtimable good, which often times 
the greateſt men have wanted, and 
would have purchafed with heaps of 
=: have we therein a quiet mind, 
| and a free uſe of our time? it 1s that, 
j which wiſeſt men have prized above 
' any wealth, and which the chief men 

of the world would be glad to taſte of: 

have we a clear reputation ? we have 

then the beſt good that any wealth 

can yield, we have more than many 

can obtain in the moſt ſplendid for- 

tune : have we any friends fticking 

to us? that is more than the richeſt 

perſons can affure themſelves of, to 

whom. 1t 1s-near impoſlible to diſtin- 

guiſh the friends of their perſon from 

the flatterers of their fortune ; it is a 

privilege and folace, which Princes 

are hardly capable to arrive at : have 

; we a bare competency, ſufficient to 

i maintain our life 2 we thereby keep 

Proy. 27. 7.: Our appetites in better compaſs, and 
'our faculties in greater vigour ; we 

'thence better reliſh all things ; we in 
jconſequence thereof avoid 'the bur- 

ithens, the difeaſes, the vices of ſloth 
and luxury : have we farther '( as if 
we 
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we are not very bad, we ſhall in this 


caſe aſluredly have, humanity Gipo- 
10n | 


ſing all men thereto) the. compa 


of men ; is not this ſomewhat better, i 


than that envy, that ill-will, that ob- 
loquy, which uſually do attend wealth 
and proſperity 2 why then, if our poor 
ſtate hath ſfo-manifold conveniences , 
do we ſo much diſtaſte it 2 why do 
we ſo dwell and pore on the ſmall 1n- 
conveniences we feel under 1t, over- 
looking or flighting the benefits we 
may enjoy thereby 2 This indeed or- 


dinarily 1s our folly and infirmity, 


that the want of any little thing, 
which we fanſie or affe&t, doth hin- 
der us from ſatisfaction in all other 


things ; One. dead fly cauſeth all our Feder 10. x. 


ointment to ſtink ; the poſſeſſion of a 
Kingdom will notJkeep us from being 
heavy and diſpleaſed (as Ahab was) 
if we cannot acquire a ſmall vineyard 
near us ; on.that one thing eur head 
runs continually, our heart 15 wholly 
ſet, we can think on, we can taſte 
nothing elſe ; the want of that not- 
withſtanding all our affluence doth 
pinch us, our dainties thence do prove 

inſipid, our ſplendours appear dimine, 
G 4 every 


| King. 21.48 
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every thing but that is a toy unto us: 
So capriciouſly, and unaccomptably 
prone are we to diſcontent. 

3. Is our condition ( let me ask 
again_) ſo extremely bad, that it can- 
not be much worſe ? Are we ſunk to 
the bottom of all calamity 2 No ſure- 
ly; God's Providence will not ſuffer, 
the ſtate of things here can never ad- 
mit that ro be: here are ſuccours al- 
ways ready againſt extremities ; our 


own wit and induſtry, the help of re- 


lations or friends, the natural pity and 


: charity of our neighbours will pre- 


4 
i 
; 


; 
j 


ſerve us from them; eſpecially per- 
ſons in any meaſure innocent can ne- 
ver come near them ; there will there- 
fore never fail ſome good matter of 
content in what remains; a few good 
things, well improved, may greatly fo- 
lace us ; but however, let us imagine 


our caſe to be the worſt that can be; . 
that a confluence of all temporal miſ- 


- 


chiefs and wants hath arrived, that 


we are utterly bereaved of all the 
comforts this world afforded ; that 
we are ſtripped of all our wealth , 
quite ſunk in our. reputation, deſerted 


of every friend, deprived of our health 


and 
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and our liberty ; that all the loſſes , 
all the diſgraces, all the pains which 
poor Fob 1uſtained, or far more and Job, =_ hr 


greater than thoſe have together ſel- (5 1actau) 
ſed on us; yet we cannot have ſuffi- C:anlu 
cient reaſon to be diſcontent; for that as 
nevertheleſs we have. goods left to us yo Jf av 
in our hands, or within our reach, far m_ Chryl. 
ſurpaſſing all thoſe goods we have ® JO * 
loſt, much outweighing the evils we 

do undergoe: when the world hath 

done its worſt, we remain Maſters of 

things incomparably better than it, 

and all it containeth ; the poſſeſſion 

whereof may, and ( if we be wiſe ) 

will abundantly fatisfie us. We arez 

Men, ſtill, and have our reaſon lett be-; 

hind, which alone, in worth, exceed-} 

eth all the treaſures of the world; in* 

well uſing which, and thereby order- 

10g all things for the beſt, we become 

more worthy, and more happy than 

the moſt fortunate fool on earth ; we 

may therein find more true ſatisfacti- 

on, than any wealth, or any glory 

here can miniſter : we may have af 

good conſcience left, ( the ſenſe of} 

having lived well heretofore, or at] 

leaſt a ſerious reſolytion to m__ 

4 fre» 
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Prov. 15: 15- hereafter) and that'is a contrnual feaſt, 
yielding a far more ſolid and ſavoury 
pleaſure, than the moſt ample reve- 
nue can afford : we may have hope 1n 

[God ( the authour and donour of all 

*oo0d things) and thereby far greater 
aſſurance of our convenient fſubſiſt- 
ence and welfare, than all preſent poſ- 
ſeſſions can beſtow ; we. have reſerved 

*a free acceſs to the throne of .Grace, 
jand thereby a ſure means ( grounded 
on God's infallible word and promile) 
'of obtaining whatever is good for us ; 
| ſve have a firm right to innumerable 
ſpiritual bleſſings, and privileges, each 
of them juſtly valuable beyond whole 
worlds of pelte ; we can, in a ward 
i( we can if we pleaſe _) enjoy God's 

[tavour , which. immenſly tranſcen- 

ideth all other enjoyments , which 

vaſtly more than countervaileth the 
fabſence of all other things ; of this, 

{by applying our ſelves tothe love and 

[roof God, we are infallibly capa- 
ble ; of this no wordly torce or for- 

tune cap deſpoile us; we having this, 

[re condition cannot be poor , con- 


remptible, or pitifull; *tis indeed-there- 
iby moſt rich, glorious and happy : 
For 
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For how can he be poor thar hath 
the Lord of all things always ready 
to ſapply him ; who hath God ( as? 
the P/alnift 1s wont to ſpeak ) tobe Pal. 73. 25. 
hts portion for ever 2 How can he be #5: 5: 119. 
defpicable, that hath the honour to *" #5: 
have the' Sovereign Majeſty of _ 

world for his eſpecial friend > How * 

can he be miſerable who enjoyeth the 
fountain of all happineſs, who hath ' 

the light of God's countenance to cheer * 

him , who hath the conſolations of : 

God's holy Spirit to refreſh and re-1 

vive him 2 What can he want, who, 

beſide his preſent intereſt in all the 

needfull effets of God's bountifull 

love, is an heir of heaven and ever- 

lafting bliſs ? Seeing therefore it is in 

our power to be religious, ſeeing we 

may, if we will (God's grace con- 

curring, which preventeth us'to ſeek, 

which -never 1s withheld from thoſe 

who ſeek it ) be good Chriſtians ; 

ſeeing nothing can hinder us fromf 

fearing God, or can ſeparate us from\gom. 8:39. 
his love, neither can any thing ren- 

der our condition bad or unhappy, re- - 

ally diſtreſſed or 'needy : © fear the 

Lord ( faith the Pſalmiſt ) for there Plal. 34. 5. 


ZS 


POOLS TIER" 
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7s uo want to them that fear him: The 

young Lions ( or the rich, as the 

Naga ir- LXX. render it) do lack and ſuffer 
ms Hunger ; but they that ſeek the Lord 
ſhall not want any good thing ; and , 

Eccleſ.8. s. Whoſo keepeth the commandment, ſhall 
feel mo evil thing , faith the Wiſe- 

man; and, The hand of our God is up- 

on all them that ſeek him, faith the 

'Ezr. 8. 22. Prophet; and, Who is he that ſhall 
x Pet. 3+ 13- harm you ; ( or doe ill to you, or make 
'O xaxs> you worſe) if ye be folowers of that 
_ which is good ? faith St. Peter ; and 
Rom. 8. 28.z//e know ( faith St. Paul ) that to 
\them who love God all things cooperate 

x Tim. 6. fo ood ; and Godlineſs ( ſaith he a- 
 Yeain)) with contentedneſs is great gain ; 
that 1s, ſuppoſing we have the goods 
which piety miniſtreth, although we 
have nothing more, we are, if we 
can be content, very well to paſs ; it 

is abundantly ſufficient for us. 

Why then, I pray, are we diſcon- 
tent? what we doe we groan or 
grieve for: What is it that we do. 

t want? Is it the uſe of reaſon, is it 
.vertue , is.it God's favour ? then in- 
[deed we have good cauſe to be diſ- 
{pleaſed ; for the want of thoſe things 

1s 
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is indeed lamentable ; but if we do 
want them, it is onely our ſelves that 
we' ſhould complain of ; for we may 


have them if we will, and who can} 
help it if we will not? Who, if we* 


ſhall wilfully deprive our ſelves of 
them, will be concerned to mind our 
complaints ? But is it onely a lump 
of traſh, or a puff of honour, or a flaſh 
of pleaſure, that we do need? Is it 
that we cannot ſo delicately glut our 
bellies, or ſo finely cloath our backs , 
or ſo thoroughly ſooth our fancies, as 
we could wiſh, that we ſo pitifully 
moan ? Is it being reſtrained in ſorfie 
reſpets from the ſwinge of our hu- 


mour, is it that we are not ſo much . 


regarded, or are ſlighted by ſome per- 
ſons, is it that we are croſſed in ſome 


deſign,that ſodiſcompoſeth and diſcou- 


rageth us? then are we ſottiſhly fond | 


and childiſh in our conceits, and our 
afte&tions : for proper it is to children, 
when as they want no ſolid or ſub- 
ſtantial goods, to wail for worthleſs 
toies and trinkets ; *tis for children , 
when they have not their will in pet- 
ty and impertinent matters', to cry 
and lament; children are much —_ 
| te 
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ted with every. word, or little ſhew 
that- crofieth. them; If we were ( as 
x Cor. 14+ St. Paul Chargeth us to be) perfect wen, 
gt ' if we had manly judgments, and man- 
ly aftetions toward things, we ſhould - 
not ſo regard or value any of theſe 
temporal and tranſitory things, either 
good: or evil, as by the want of one 
fort, or by the-preſence of the other , 
to be much diſturbed ; we ſhould, 
with St. Paal, ſtyle any preſent evil 
[ ape gy Tis YAlews, a lightneſs 
2 Cor. 4. 17.Yof affliction: we ſhould with him 
Rom. 8.18. \reckon , that the ſufferings of this 
preſent time are not worthy to be com- 
 Ipared with the glories which ſhall be 
revealed to #s ; we ſhould with Saint 
x Pet. 1.6. Peter greatly rejoice, though for a ſea- 
ſon we are' in heavineſs, through ma- 
nifold trials, or afilictions: We ſhould 
elteem any condition here very tole- 
rable, yea very good. 

4 In truth ( if we will not mince 
the matter, and can bear a truth 
founding like a Paradox ) uſually our - 

| condition 1s then better, when it ſeem- 
{eth worſe; then we have moſt cauſe 
to be glad, when we are apteſt to 
grieve ; then we ſhould be thanktull, 
| _ when 


= 
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when we do complain ; that it ap- 
peareth otherwiſe to us, it is becauſe 
in our taxations of things we do or- 
dinarily judge ( or rather not judge , 
but. fanfie, not hearing or regarding 
any diftate of reaſon ) like beaſts; 
prizing . things merely according to 


prefent ſenſe, or ſhew, -not examining 


their intrinfick natures, or looking 
forward into their proper fruits and 
confequences. 7 
Adverſity (or a ſtate, wherein we 
are not furniſhed with all accommo- 
dations grateful to ſenſe 
or | fancy ; or wherein 


acerbis , 


Maultoque in rebus 
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ſornewhat doth cleave to 
us offenſive to thoſe infe- 
riour powers of foul ) is 
the thing which we chief- 
ly loath and abominate ; 
whereas, in true judg-1 
ment, nothing commonly 
15 more neceſfary, more 
wholſome , . more uſefull 
and beneficial to us; no-i 


Acrius advertunt animos 
ad relligionem. Lucret, 3» 
Þ- 54% 

Ke » Toy TUQey Teet0 me, 
% Thu paIvpiay ko TTeH 
maray 1 Als, x) weds 
VFouorls anger vand- 
AUTTE avJewrivoy 
PDery wary Thi d'Tme 
Acity, x; mls ciouye 
rw noma, gc. Chryl. 


in 2 Cor. Orat. 26. 


to the health of our foul, and to our 


thing is more needfull, or conducible | 


real happineſs, than it : 


Ir is the 


ſchool of wiſedom, wherein our minds] 


are 


ADAIE. AS, ca =anielnc 4 A mo EDA. 066, Abo 


as. AR es 6. 3" 
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i diſciplin'd and improved in the - 


knowledge of the beſt things, whence 
it is termed Tas, that is, inſtruc- 
tive chaſtiſement ; .*_ ſo 
David found it; 7t s, ſaid 
he, good for me that I have 
been afflicted, that I might 
learn thy ſtatutes ; and, our 
Heb. 5. 8. ov himſelf, adv ag” 


*F Pal. 119. 7s 
I Cor. Il. 32 


Kerrouryor "io wuels 
mM d£v0 eras 


wy ?ra%, He learned obe- 
© Miraris tu,, ſi Dew, | ience from what he ſuffer- 
tle' bonorum amantiſſumus ed. It 1s the Academy 
qui illos quam optimos ef- wherein vertue is acqui- 
ſe atque excellentiſſimos TY 
vult , fortunam ills cum T ed and exerciſed ; ſo God 
qua exerceantur aſſignat * meant it to his people ; 
j:-- -nbg<gpang The Lord thy God ( faith 
} Moſes ) led thee-this forty 
 tyears in the wilderneſs, that he' might 
{humble thee, and prove thee. So the 
Wiſe-man faith, that by the ſadneſs of 
Eccleſ. 7. 3. 7he countenance the heart is made bet- 
ter ; and, that ſtripes do cleanſe the 
inward parts of the belly. And, t © 
Heb. 12. 17. yze/deth ( faith the Apoſtle ) the peace- 
pw * 4 able fruit of righteouſneſs to them that 
are exerciſed thereby. | 
| It is the furnace of the ſoul, where- 


Prov. 20. 30. 


in it 1s tried, cleanſed and refined from 


the droſs of vain conceits; of perverſe 
humours, 
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humours., of vitious di- 
ſtempers : When ( faith Jeb 096. Ms "CIS 
| Ty he hath trie wal, Fg us » 5+ 
all come forth as g0 
and, _ ( ih the Pe LE 25, 4 hs, | 
wan) is tried in the fire; Hence Teregops(tri- 
and acceptable men in the } | Qs uſu word fg: 
furnace of * adverfit | | 
It is the n— hd God re- 
claimeth ſturdy finners to goodnels, 
engageth them to ſeek and ſerve him- 
ſelf ; ſo of the fſraclites | 
the Prophet faith, Lord, in pp 16. 29. 19, 
trouble have they viſited Plal 78, A 107. 46. 
thee, they poured out a 84-16 
prayer when thy chaſtning 
was upon them ; 10 Manafſes when he 2 —_ 236 
was in affliftion he beſought the Lord © 
his God, and humbled bomſelf greatly 
before the God of his Fathers ; ſo Ne- Din: 4. 34 
huchadnezzar, after bein driven from 
his Kingdom , 42s _ rſtanding re- 
turned unto him, and: he bleſſed the 
moſt high, and praiſed and honoured 
him that liveth for ever. So David etal.1 19.67. 
' himſelf, Before, ſaid he, 7 was affiid- 
. ed I went aſtray, but now have 1 a. 
thy word. 


&-f It 
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-” | It is that whereby God 

A BWV whojitin- goth! prepare \men,, 'and 
A ante 6522 (dork: chtitle them to the 
X; Tees pace Af Eg es ( 1 {lbs NO SIMLAL. 
nut ixiyrzs Shmefire | bleſſed rewards hertaſter: 
38 rug maine Bw | Our light dflittion ( ſaith 


266, 4 Pecyi” 

jartig nie #7 x £>ece- | * St. Pant ) which is but for 

+55 AS Chl. | 2 moment, work#th for ns 

* 2, Cor. 4. 17- | far more exceeding ant! 

. » eternal weight - lory : 

wo NET and 16 ( GGith 4 Peter) 

| greatly rejoice, though now 

x Pet. 1.6. for a ſeaſon, if need be, ye are in hea- 

++ wineſs throuwh manifold temptations ; 

that the rrial of your faith being much 

more pretions than of yold that perifh- 

qeth, though tt be tried with fire, may 

te found untd praiſe, and honour, and 

lory, at the appearing of Feſus Chrift. 

Sack 15 the nature, ſuch the uſe, ſuch 
the fruits of adverſity. 

It is indeed ſcarce poſſible , that 

without taſting it. ſome- 

_ Nibil infeljeru es, cu what deeply, any man 

nos nk lies mim 22s fhould become in good 

experitd.; Sen. oe Pro- meaſure either wife or 


wide 3 | - good. He muſt be very 
Non fert ullum i&um it» 13OOrant -of himfelf ( of 
laſa felicitas. Tb. his own temper and incli- 


nations , of the ſtrength 
a 


OT ET.” 7 
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and forces of his reafon ) who hath 
not mer with fome rubs and eroſfes 
to try himfelf and them with: the 
greater part of things he muſt little 
underſtand, wha hath not experien- 
ced the worſt part: he cannot skill 
ta wield and govern” his paſſions , 
who never had them itirred up, and 


rofſed about by croſs accidems: hey 


can be no good Pilot in matrers of! 
humane life, who hath not for ſome ; 


time failed ina rough Sea, in foul wea- | 


ther,among fandsand ſhelves: he could 
have no good opportunity of employ- 
ing thoroughly,or improving his wit, 
his courage, his induſtry, who hath 
had no ſtraits to extri- 

care himſelf from, no dif-z 
ficulties to ſurmount , no? 
bardſhips to fuſtain : The | mb: 
vertues of humility, of pa- | 
tience , of contentedneſs neogfirg 
muſt be unknown to him, to whom! 


i 


no diſgraces, no wants, no ſore pains} 


haye arrived ,' by well endurio 


which, thoſe vertues are learnt, a 


planted in the foul : Scarce can he be- 
come very charitable, or com- 
paſſionate to others, who never 

H 2 himſelf 


99 


"Th 


Que latet , ingue bonis 


at nn cogita rebus, 
Apparet varius,arguitnrgy 


Ovid. Trift. &+ Zo 
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| himſelf hath felt the ſmart. 
Non ignara mali _ of affliction , or inconve- 
rk ſuccurrere ſeo. ®. iencies of any diſtreſs ; 
| tor, even, as the, 4 poſtle 

XX \ teacheth us, our Saviour binfelf was 
Heb- 2. 17, | obliged to. ſaffer tribulation, that he. 
18: 4 15 | thence, might become merciful, and. 
; | diſpoſed to ſuccour the afflicted. ( No. 

} Wonder, if he that Jiveth i» continual, 

7 Sam, 25. | proſperity,be a Natal, churliſh and dif- 
wP courteous , inſenſible of other mens 
gtievances:) And how can he expreſs 

much piety or love to God, who is 

E: | not ( in ſubmiſſion to 
Cim molſtie in byus God's will, and for his 


vite  fragilitate crebreſ- 
cunt, _ requiem (nos ſake ) put to! ſuffer any 


deſiderare compellunt. Man» thing grievous, or want a- 

wy Ls Ro pod age ny thing deſirable? When 

flus ; & magis cavendar can he employ any great 

quem ſe illicit diligh, quam f1:th, or hope in God, who 

chm admonet,. cogitque con- 

zemni. Aug: Ep. 143. © never hath any viſible 

; need of ſuccour, or relief 

from him, who hath other preſent 

aids to confide i in? How can he pure- 

ly delig ght in God, and place his ſole 

ficicy* in him 2 ' How can he tho- 

roughly reliſh ſpiritual things, wok 
affections are taken up by an afflu 

ence of other £20k who appetites 

are 
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are plutted with enjoyment of other 
delights > What but deprivation of 
theſe things can lay open __. WO 
the 'vanity , the deceitful- , 4144 nom res off avi 
_—_— FS 3.1 oNet us non tradere mores. 
ne -and Nipperines of Mn” 

them ? What but croſſes _ . - net 
and' diſappointments here Munera ifta fortune pu- 
can * withdraw our minds ratjs ? infidie ſunt. Sent. 


from 2 fond admiration , Ep Viſas beneficia. Ib, 


and ' eager affeftion to- 

wit "this world 5, Whar 2 

but''the want of theſe joys and fatis- 

factions, can drive us to ſeek our fe- 

licity otherwhere? when 7he decezt Matt. 13. 22, 
of riches poſſeſſeth*us , "How can we 

judge right of things? when cares a- 

bout them diſtra&t us, How .can we 

think about any thing that: is good? 7 Tim-6. 9. 


R EATS {0 RQS 2 + 3 LuG 10. 4ls 
when their ſnares 'entangle us, and , 


their clogs encumber us, How can 

we be free and expedite in 

doing good ? when abun-y _ Devte 32. 15 
_ WOT ul &1 Prov. I. 32. Z0- oo, 
dance. tatneth our thearts,; .-noC.12.6, * © * 
and eaſe ſoftneth' our ſpi- |} Pla 30. 6. Jer'22, 
our ' minds ; when. pride, .. ' 
ſenſuality, ſtupidity and floth {the al-? 

moſt infeparableadherentsto largeand! 
proſperous eſtates) do continually in-| 

2a H 3 {inuafe 
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ſinuate themſelves i into us, What wiſe- 
dom,what yertue are we liketo have 2 


Gratulari gr gaudere 


noe diver Mignatjone dione, 


illun beatum Cuus emeh- 
dation! —_— inſtat z cut 


7 ee Prem admo- 


Tanker WY Ue- 

&pit. Tercull. te Par. LL 
gd 

xonafnme ; mavTwy gov 


ea IAwriess , KC. Ty 
«rd fo Ho 


' Seeing , then advetſity 
is ſo_wholſome and uſe- 
tull, the remedy of fo great 
miſchieſs, the cauſe fd ſo 
rear benefits to us W, 

ould we be dif 
therew th? to be 
fed with 5 it, is, to be di Plea- 
ſed with that whichis moſt 


needfull,. or moſt conve- 


nient for us, to be diſplea- 


ſed with the health and welfare of 
our fouls ; ; that we are reſcued, from 
errours and vices, with all their black 
train of miſeries and miſchiefs;, to be 
_ _ Uiſpleaſed that we are not detained 
undef: the reign of folly.and wicked- 
neſs, that we are not inevitably made 
fools and beaſts. To. be diſguſted 


"HR. voaw Tov jane, 
FC raupbymay where 
Sim | 


Kpoirwy eonueeſes "- 
YN hn TH PO0g giAope- ;F 


gor- Naz. Ep. 66. 


with Providence for afflic- 
tion or poyerty,is no.other 
than as 1f we thould be an- 
gry with our nat for 

miniſtring a purge,or.| for 
preſcribing CT HA to 


* us; as if we ſhould fret at 
our Chirurgeon 


for ſearch- 
ing 
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ing oyr woynds, or applying, needfizll 
corrglives; as.if we ſhould complain. 

of the hand which draweth us from 

4 preclpice ,. or pulleth us 087 of the Jud. 23, 
fire. . Many benefits ( faith 

Seneca } have 9 [« ad 'and Beneficig mult a a_ 
jagh rant, os fo on: 
; IMs, . #1 | / care, wut fanes, Sen. de 
healing + Such a benefit of Renef-5. 29, 

God. is. adverſity to, us; 

and as ſych with a. ghdſame and 
thankfull miad ſhould we receive it. 

If with a diligent obſer- | 
vation we conſult experl> pxorrorem operis fradtus 
ence, we ſhall find , that excu/ar. Tert. Scorp. 5+ 
as many have great cauſe 
to bewail, that they have been rich ,} 
that they have been blinded and cor-' 
rupted with proſperity , that they; 
have received their conſolation. here- Da 6. 24» 
ſo many have great reaſon to be glad, ams r,vhc. 
that they have been poor, 
that they have been diſap-} 
pointed, that they have} ys inour intrinfick worth, 
taſted. the bitter cup ; it" or ſtate. Ir is but a gar- 
having inſtructed and cor-  J<2* our us, or as wea- 
rected them ; it having ———Eg utrim, 
rendred them ſober and , Me Fo mans an 
conſiderate ; induſtrious Hor. #pift. 2. 2. 

"04 and 
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. Let our condition be 
what - it will, we are the 
ſame. Ir doth not change 
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and frugal, mindfull of God, and de- 
vout toward him:* And what we may ' 
rgoice in, when paſt , Why ſhould 


-- we not bear contentedly: when pre-' 


ſent ? Why ſhould: not the 'expeRati-\ 
on of ſuch good fruits ſatisfie us ? - © 
... Why ſhould not ſuch a-condition, 


being fo plainly better in it ſelf, ſeem 


alſo better unto us ? we cannot, if we 
are reaſonable, but approve it in our 
judgment; Why then are we not ful- 
ly reconciled unto it in our affe&tion ? 
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wy 


PHIL. Iv. js # 


Fg Lins Kirned. in » whatſoever fate, 
' Ee. | 


D: UT farther; Let our ſtate 
\ be, as t lity, what it 
' will, wk or bad, joyfull 
or _— we may yet conſider ,_ 
that it cannot bedeſperate, it may not 
be laſting; *forithere is not any neceſ-# 
fary connexion between the preſent. 
and the future'; wherefore, as the pre- 
ſent being momentany and tranſient , 
can little trouble us, ſo the future be- 
ing unknown, and uncertain, ſhould 
not diſmay us. © As no' man reaſo- 
nably can be elevated with confi- 
O dence 


5. 


dence 1n 


morrow , 


day may 


Maulta intergentent qui- 


admotum aut fabſe- 
flat aut deſinat, aiit in als 
enwn caput tranſeat. Sen. 


in it ſelf, 


-_ 


Plal. 72.12 x09. 9.10: 
4+ 106. on 7 | : 


4O- : 
Ta. 25. $.” Jobs. ar. 
Ila. 2. Ile 


Pfal. 113. + 197« 41s 
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bets wicmum perieulum- vel - 


\ 


I8.27% | PG | 
| ; the mighty; 1o he raiſeth 


tbe mighty from their ſeat, and exalt- 


a gocd ſtate, preſuming on 


Prov. 29. 1. Its duration , ( Boaſt not thy ſelf of to 


for thou knoweft- not what a- 
bring forth ; ) {lo no man 
ſhould be dejefted- for a 
bad, one, in ſuſpicion. that 
16 will abids Tong y ſeting 
neither ( conſidering the 
frequent viciſſitudes that 
occur, and the flux nature 


of all things here ) is each of them, 


{table.z .and the;cantinuance 


of each "abſolutely dependeth on 
God's arbitrary diſpoſal; ang as God 
often doth overturn proſperity, to hu- 
mane judgment moſt firmly ground- 
ea, 10 he. moſt eaſily can redreſs the 
to appearance molt. | fariqzn ad- 
1 1, VETEEy. 8 20d, lis, being e- 


, ſpecially the heiper of the 
tr helpleſs 5. 4pth,. irequently 


Job 12. 21. Phal. roy,; perform 4t;:., As he PRUrTER h 


1 Contempt upon Princes, aud 
weakexeth the ſtrength of 


' the poor out of the duſt, and 
lifteth the needy. out of the 
, dunghifl: He cafteth down 


eth 
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eth the humble and, meek's He ſend- 
eth the., rich empty ' away, and filleth 
the hungry-with good things. Fe yug- Job 5: 18. 
keth ſore, and bindeth up, he woundeth, 1 Sam. 2.7. 
and his hands make whole. £39 
Conſidering therefore djs 
the reaſon\ of things, and —=Tvis 14 vir ixan yy on 
the nature of God, if our fin 57 typ ftros 
ſtate be at preſent bad. or «nv, 3/r 28 Tewy 
ſorrowfagll, we have more Su9 Fp. _— __ 
reaſon . to hope for a 4» 
- mendment ; than to fear "ny 
its continuance. If indeed PRs rg —_ 
things. wene on ins fatal or Corm 
track, merely - according >». x0. | 
to a bhad and - heedleſs | 
chance, or a ſtiff and unalterable ne- 
ceſlity ; it. there were.no-remedy from 
God's Providence, or ſupport by his 
grace to be expected ( although-even * 
then there. would be -no reaſon +to 
grieve, or. complain (grief would be 
unreaſonable becauſe-. unprofitable , 
complaint would be vain, becauſe for- 
tune and fate are deaf) yet our infir- 
mity might fomewhatexcuſe that idle 
proceeding ;. but ſince #v? a Sparrowh,. ... 
faleth-to-the ground, not a hair of our |30. 
head periſheth.; nothing atsall paſſeth F< 21+ 15 


other- 
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otherwiſe, thin by" the voluntary dif- 

1pofition of a'moſt ' wiſe and: gratious 
-1Go0d;" fince *he''doth always. ftrictly 

' view, and is very fenfible of our griets; 

yea doth in a manner ſympathize 

with them '( according to thoſe pa- 

ST RETES thetical expreſſions in the 
Hoſ: 11.8. fer.31-20- Prophets; Z2His - bowels 
he 63: PE.» ſounds and are troubled, 
ox; his heart is turned within 

Luc. 12. 29, 2T- Heb. im; Taall their aſſiiaions 
I3- 5» Matt. 6. 33» = he was afflifted.) Since he 
i _ 7, ** farther hath by promiſe 
. obliged himſelf to care for 
us,toſupport,and ſuccour us; we have 

all reaſon to hope, yea firmly to be- 

leve ( if at leaſt we can find in our 

hearts' to hope,” and to believe ) that 

we ſhall, as ſoen'as it is good and ex- 

ent for us, find relief and eaſe; 

e ' ſhall have "that Twygiew EmvSerey, 

trhat ſeaſonable Juccour , of - which 

Heb. 4-5. jthe Apoſtle to the Hebrews ſpeak- 
eth. JI SO GIGTE,: 
- Hope lieth. at the bottom of the 
worſt condition- that can'be'; 7he 
poor: ( faith Fob's friend ): bath ' hope ; 
_and.ithe rich can have no more; the 
| future being*equally cloſe: to __— ; 
_ t E 


Job 5. 16. 


— 
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the one can have no. greater aſſurance 
to keep what he hath, than the other 
hath to. get what he needeth ; yea 
clearly. the poor. hath the advantage 
in the caſe. tor God hath more decla-z 
red , that he will relieve the poor 
man's want , than that. he will pre- 
ſerve the rich man's tore: If then we 
have in every condition a hope pre- 
ſent to.us, Why do we grieve as thoſe r Theſ.g. 13 
who have no hope 2 having ever ready Heb. 6. 19. 
the beſt anchor that can be to reſt up- 
on. (for, in this rolling ſea of humane 
affairs, there is no firmer anchor than 
hope) Why do we: let our minds be 
toſſed with diſcontentfull ſolicitudes 
and: fears? Why do we not rather ( 
the 4poſile injoineth ) rejoice in hope,jRom. 12.12. 
than grieve out of deſpair > Why do 
we. not as the Prophet adviſeth, hope 
and wait quietly for the ſalvation of Lam. 3-25. 
the Lord? the etfe& of fo repoſing 
our ſelves. for the future . on God's 
Providence would be perfect content, 
and peace, according to. that of the 
Prophet, Thou wilt keep him in perfettya 25. 3. 
peace, whoſe mind is ſtayed in thee, bel 
caſe he truſteth in thee ; of that ofthe? | 
ae: man, 4 patient man will bear for Eccluſ. 1.23. 
a time, 
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14 time, and afterwards joy ſha# ſpring 
lap unto him. EE IN 
- The truth is, and it ſeemeth very 
obſervable, in order 'to our purpoſe , 

that moſt diſcontent ariſeth not from 

the ſenſe of incumbent evil, but from 
ſuſpicion , or  fear' of ſomewhat to 

come ; Although God at preſent dif- 
penſeth. a competency of” food and 
- _ rayment,, although we'are in' a to- 
| - lerable condition, and feel no extremi- 

ty of want or pain, yet not deſcrying 

the way of a futu-e proviſion for us, 
anſwerable to'our deſires, we do troy- 

ble our ſelves; which demeanour im- 

plieth great . rin and 

Tad ureplorles infidelity; We think God 
wv Ouie Vets _— obliged in kindneſs , not 
ener; unit ber wv onely to beſtow upon us 
JN xaguiX x, nirni% What 15 needfull in its ſea- 
Chryſ. ad Stagr-22 _ fon; but to furniſh us with 
ſores, and allow ys ſecu- 

roach we muſt have ſomewhat in 

*hand , or we cannot. truſt him for 

{ rhe future ; this is that which our 
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' Saviour cautioneth againſt, as the root 

| of diſcontent and 1ign of diffidence ; 

Matt. 6. 34+| Take no thought for the morrow, for the 
i morrow fhall take thought for the 

_—_ things 
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things of it felf » ſufficient to the day 
is the evil thereof: An I, - 
advice no leſs pious, than _ Celenirus off anions 
manifeſtly fall of reafon %:; "i-. few Oh 
and wiſedom ; For wharf 18 
£ fr, folly o) it w gr 
ticipate that evil whic ek | 
we would avoid ; then ,) cim is qre ortie rome 
when we earneftly deſire nentia expaviftt , forvaſſe 
to por off forrow, to pull 7 ns nb or 
it toward us; to feel that] Sen. =p. 13. 
miſchief , which poly} 
ſhall never be; tro give it : 
a being in our fancy, , Wu" jon G7 jo 
which it may never have tis cim venerit. Ibid. 
m nature ? Could we fol- 
low this advice, never re- FRCP EY 
ſenting evils before they ris, ribs fave. ib. 
come, never prejudging a- 
bout future events againſt God's Pro- 
vidence , and our own quiet ; con- 
ftantly depending on the Divine care 
for us; not taking falſe alarms, and 
trembling at things, which ſhall ne- 
ver come near us; not being diſtur- 
bed with panick fears, no diſcontent 
could ever ſeiſe upon us ; for the pre- 
ſent is ever ſupportable ; our mind 
cannot 
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cannot be overwhelmed by the pangs 
of a tranfitory moment. _. 
_ . If we need farther encouragement 
for-application. of this remedy , we 
have manifold experiments to aſſure 
its vertue : as:there are in- 

Lams 3+ 25: numerable -Promiſes, that 
- Ua. 30 18. 49- 31-49 none who hope. in God. 
"Sw. 25. 3- 37-9 9. fhall: be. diſappointcd , fo 
"+ there are many illuſtrious 
. 4 Rn 28. 9. Ezra examples | of thoſe, whom 
' Amos s. 4+ 2 Chron. God hath in remarkable 
I5: 2. ; manner , and wonderfull 
meaſure relieved from 

wants and diſtreſles, raiſing them out 

of deepeſt poverty , contempt and 

workdly wretchedneſs, into moſt emi- 

- nent degrees of wealth and profperi- 
Eccluſ. 2.10. ty: Look ( faith the Hebrew Sage ) 
into the ancient generations, and ſee ; 

Who hath truſted in the Lord, and 

hath been aſhamed > Or who hath abi- 

den in his fear, and hath been forſa- 

ken 2 Or who hath invoked him, and 
he did over;look (or deſpiſe him?) If 

we look, into thoſe generations, we 

may there. firid Foſeph out of ſhvery, 

+ ,and out of priſon, advanced to be the 

chief Govertour of-a* moſt flouriſh- 

= ing 


we bs 
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ing Kingdom: Moſes from -an- exile; , 

and a vagrant, made the Redeemer 

and Commander of a populous Nati- 

on : Fob out of extreme poverty and Job 42. ra 

diſgrace, reſtored to be in wealth and *: 3: 

honour zwzce greater than the greateſt 

men of the. Eaſt : Daniel out of capti- 

vity, and-perſecution, become Preſi- 

dent of . the greateſt Monarchy on 

earth David. raiſed out. of great 

meanneſs to. higheſt dignity, reſtored 

_ of FRG ſtraits 20fo E] _ NAIR 
roſperous ſtate; according to thoſe 3 77+ 15+ 

| dig admiration and ——_ - WY 
ment ; O.what great troubles and ad-y 

verfities haſt thou ſhewed me; and yet ' 

didſft. thou turn and refreſh me, yea and 

broughteſt me from the. deep of thef 

earth again.: Thou haſt broaght me to\, 

great honour , and. comforted. me on* 

every fide - Thus .hath God emi- 

nently done with divers., thus. we 

may be aſſured that he will doe com-: 

petently with. us, if with the like 

faith and \patience, we do, as they ; 


did, rely. and. wait upon. him. . * 
6. But farther, imagine or ſuppoſe, 

that our condition ( fo irkſome. to | 
at preſent ) will certainly. hold on ". 
OE | = 
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the ntmoft ; yet confider alfo, that ir 
ſoohi will ceaſe, and change of it ſelf : 
ſince we are rtiortal, our evils. cannot 
"Fbe perpetual, we cannot- Jong be in- 
Trefted with them. 
As it m ay debafe, and embitter alt 
the pro in the. word, to con- 
t it is V fading and 
ſhore lived; that its {pl ndour 5. bor 
a- blaze, its pleaſure but a flaſh, its joy 
but as the crackling of 
', thorns; fo it ſhoolkd abate, 
5 fwecten any adverfi- 
if - to remember, that it 
is pafli ing away, and ſud- - 
NR denſy will be gone. Pur, 
I fay, the worſt caſe that can be, chat 
it were certaioly determined, and we 
did as certainty know it, that thoſe 
things which cauſe our difpſeaſure 
ſhonld continue through our whoſe 
life ; yet ſince our life it ſelf will foon 
be ſpur otit, and with it allour world- 
Iy evils will vaniſh, Why are we trou- 
bled? What oo iagtonden felves muſt 
in —_—_— true to 
2 m_-_: 29. thef; Zhey fee like « fodon; ur 
FaL 98. 29, 7Hue not; ; they are winds paſſing and 
Jam. 4 14+ coming wot again; they are Dapours ap- 


pearing 
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pefhg ft a Htthe' Hime, #nd then was 

Ah; away; they wither Jike grafs , Pal 90.5. 

ind fade away 4 leaf ; they may. Ew” 

die before us, they carinof out-hve us : 

. Gar We is bat & hand Breadth ; Ard Pla 35. 5 

ext ther otwr evits have any vaſt 

bulls ? ane Mc ks I 

, And can afry cro(- «4 Weuis telerabilia 

fs Theta be then any fn 

#Year matter?) How can 

##ty thitig ſo very ſhort be oat rem into- 

joe ph 5 is "Gor —__ 

S9t&, beirig ( as St. Peter Feakerh) 

> Tiethe wh Jet aggrieved; it is but « Pet. 1.6. 

[616 3v ov0v 3obv, a friall qutantity _— 

ever 26 be of tne , as the Apoſtle 

to the Z#brews faith , that we gre e168 26, 

patience; it is but 29 xiloltoring Agr 

893r 73H; DAbkens an affiittion for 4a\2 Cor. 4. 17» 

frefent monrent ; and therefore, as' 

St. Paut titirtiateth, tght and irteoni- 

derable that we are to'undergo. | Wet 

; Haye but & very narrow {trait of! 

tire to paſs over, but' we ſhall land} 

ori" the firttt, and vaſt continent. of} 

eternity ; ; when we ſhall be freed from 

al the tronblefome agitations , fro = 

a the periftous ſtorms, from all the- EE 

Itzdſcous” quiimy of tlits 1 

I 2 
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death. (. which .may- be Fg near , 

; which cannot be Zh oft )..is a. fure 

| haven from all the tempeſts. of 'life; a 
' afe refuge from all the perſecutions of 

: the. —_ an infallible medicine for 

u the. diſcaſes of our mind, and of our 

ſtate: it will. enlarge. us from all re+ 

- Nraints, it will diſcharge all our debts, 

it will eaſe us. from all our toils, it will 

ſtifle all our cares, it will veil all our 
diſgraces ; it will ſtill all our - com- 
Plaints,. and bury-all our. difquiets ; 

(þ it will wipe all tears from our eyes, 

and baniſh all ſorrow from our hearts: 
' it perfectly will .levell all 
"Jovs vBos. Tr, "* conditions, ſetting the high 
or” Arg = WAY and low, the rich and poor, 
Phocyl. .\.  -- . + the. wiſe and ignorant 
na all together upon even 

ground ;. ſmothering. all the .pomp 
and plories; ſwallowing. all the. wealth 

and treaſures of the world. 

It is therefore but holding out a 

VE 6-40 while, and all our moleſta- 
Feel +... tion ,:Of Its own accord, 
eto Aug pal 7 ”s will expire;. time certain- 
X69. Plut. ad Apoll. _-[y. will cure/us; but it is 
\'. ,--- better that we ſhould owe 

that benefit to reaſon, and, ket it pre: 

'+ fſently- 


La #50 on | 
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ſenely-comfort us :/Tt is bettes,by:ra- 
tional conſideration; to work content” 
in* our ſelves, -uſing: the brevity and- ' 
frailty of our life-as an argument to 
ſiſtaiausiiour adverſity; than onely 
to' find then "thereof as'a natural | 
and: neoeſfiry" "means of/ evaſion from 
if. , | 
": SEr10UsS. reflections apt our more 
tality,is indeed; upon many-aceomprts, 
2 powerfiill antidote againſt- diſcon-' 
tent ; 'being apt to extirpate the moſt 
radical cauſes 'thereof. / \ | 
Is it becauſe we much admire theſs 
worldly thivgs, that we fo! much. 
grieve” for-the want of them 7 this 
will quell that. admiration ; For how” 
can we admire them, if we conſider, 
how in-regatd' to us they are ſo very 
tranſitory, and evanid > How can- we 
deem them'much worth the having ,: 
when we can, for ſo. little time, enjoy 
them, muſt” ſo very ſoon quite part 
| from them 2 | 
 How' can we dote on. the world , 
ſeeing The world (as St. Fohn faith ). 1x Joh. 2. 29, 
paſſeth away, and the defire thereof 2 —x 7-31. 
How-\can we value any worldly -g;, 
glory ſince AP the glory of men i (as't 5; 2+ 
I 3 Saint 


1 16 Of Caen o/H, Sema. IV. 


St. Peter. 48lleth us ) 5 the Haneref 
the g7a/s tinge, 85 the Plaimilt laigh 
Plat. 45. 12. Mag in honopr Ahidetb not. lt the 
the beef the 0 LO 
Prov. 2$.24 - How can we ſer aur begrtonrighes, 
ofdering that Riches are; no# for. 
r, nar £64 (a5 the Wiſeman faith) 
TT from death ; that , as Saing: 
Jam. r. 11. Tamer agmanitheth, The rich new fa- 
deth in his ways ; that it may. be laid. 
Oe Cubes, Tins fol, che wighe thy 
t ; 4 M46 #15 F 
Heb. 11. 25- Jife ſhall be "ny of thee gwd OS. 
thay' haſt prepared to whom ſhall it 
fel? How can we fanſie plegſure, face 
16g. -it is byt wedena4ges fnadevels, 8 
* very temporary fruition; {eeing hows 
ever we dg Fat, or drivh; or. play, if 
followeth, the prorrap we foal die? | 
 Hew <a we evenadmire any fecy- 
hr wiſedom , os keewledge, ſeeing 
that it is { as the P/alwificYerh us): 
true of every Man, thattmo— his 
Pial. 46. 4. breath goeth forth , he retarmeth to 
his earth. in that very Say hes. thoughts 
periſh; particularly it is ſean. that wi/e- 
men die, no other wile than as her 
Pal.gs, 10: iff, end brutiſe perſon periſbeth; 
Eads. 50, as "_ with regret abſcrved, 7 _ 
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is uo work, nor device, nor knowledge , 
or Wiſedorn in the grave:whither we 
are going. | 

| I. _ admire Yay a of 
tage, Who, Upon the Kage, GOapper - 
in the Nate of Kings dg ad the. part 
of wealthy men, do talk gravely and 
wiſely like Judges or Philoſophers for | 


an hour-or two? If we do: not ads i 


Ls Lana 


mire theſe ſhadows and.mockeries of | 
ſtate, Why do we admire any aps» | 
pearances \ upon this theatre of the 


world , which are ſcarce a whit leſs | 
deceitiull , or more durable - than 
Is it an enyious or difdainfull re» 
gret at the advantages of gthers before 
us { of others perhaps thet are un- _ 
worthy and unfit, or that. are, as we 
conceit, no more worthy and capable 
than our ſelves) that graweth our 
heart ?' is it, that ſuch perſons are 
more wealthy, more honourable , un 
greater favour or repute,than we,that 
yexeth us?- the conſideration how lit- 
tle time thoſe: ſlender preeminences 
will laſt, may ( if better remedies 
waat due efficacy ) ſerve toward root« 
ing out that difcaſe; the P/abmiftdoth 


4 ſeveral 
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Phal. 37. 1,2- ſeveral times \preſcribe- it ; Fret mot 
thy /eff (faith he) againſtrevil doers, 
neither be thou envious againſt the 

workers of iniquity, for they ſhall Joon 


Plal, 49- I To 


ſurely thou didſt ſet ther 

in” ſlippery: places ——— How are they 
brought into deſolation as'in'\amoment 3 

So: likewiſe doth Solomos (preſcribe : 

Pror.23- 17, Tet not- ( faith he): thine heart envy 


13, + 
wy 
# 


 franers; Why not? becauſe ſurely there 
is ax end; aud thine expettation ſhall 
ot be cut offi: there will be'a cloſe of 

| his undeſerved proſperity, and a good 
ſucceſs:ito" thy. welk-groutided hopes 

| So. whatever doth breed: diſcontent”, 
the -yeftexion- upon 'our mortal and 
frail fats" Will be apt toremove' it.” 
ESTETSIE ; Es 4- T1 Conde) it 


4 


Serm. IV. Of C ontentment. 
 Tr:was that which comforted Job , 
and fortified" his patience \under ſo 


grievous preſſures; 42 the days of my Job 14. 14, 
appointed time (faid he) 7 will wait ri» © © 


wy change come : He would not be wea- 
ry while he lived of his afflidtions, he- 


caſe the days of man are few, and full Sen. 47. 9. 


of trouble : Tf they are fall of trouble, 
and that be a fadning conſideration ; 
yet they are few, and that maketh a- 
mends, that is comfortable. AL 'Þ 

2, T add, thar it is ſomewhat con- 
ſolatory to conſider , that the worſe! 


our condition is here, the better wet 


may hope our future ftate will be; 
the more trouble and forrow we en- 
dure, the lefs of worldly fatisfaQtion: 
we enjoy; here, the leſs puniſhment we 
have to fear, the more comfort we 


my 


may hope to find hereafter ; for-as- it 


Is 2 wofull thing to have received our 


þortion', ta hive enjoyed our conſola- 
tron in this life,” lo*tis a happy thing 


to:have undergbne-our pain here... AJ 


Purgatory under/ground 'is probably 
a'fable ; but i purgatory 'upan earth | 


hath'good foundations ; God'is wont) 


| 


*% . 0 af 
"= 


ſo t6 brder it, that all men,that eſpe-} 
cially good men, ſhall undergo it: tor, 


12k 


. TDN 4 . is 7 * wa a fr tn ix + 2 I SI "_ {INN OOTY "5 = 
. L bf * DH oa As »; r00ens o=ait4 obs oo ot HEB, A Pate 7 4 IE Ade a 
boats, Gait: beats AR: He Sed OE INS ute: _ 
F _—_ R EE nes) of 6 0 L A Wan 2s - POE IT. «ee, Ws. jp 
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fieb. 12-7- What Son is there whom the Father 


2 Tim: 3-12+ 12h not chaſten > All that will tive 


godly iu Chriſt Jeſus , muſt ſuffer per- 


ſecation. 


8. Alike conſolation itis to conſider, 
that wealth and proſperity are'grest 
talents, for the improvement of which 
we muſt render a {trift accompt, .ſo 
that to whom much is gzuen, from him 
much ſhall. be required ; 1o that they 
are, in effec, a burthen; from which 
poverty includes .an exemption ;-for 
the leſs we have, the leis. we have to 
doe, the leſs we are reſponſible for; 
our burthea 1s ſmaller, our accompt 
will be more eaflie.. ..: * 

9. I ſhall in reference to our condi- 
tion, and the nature: of thoſe things 
which cauſe our diſcontent, but pro- 
poſe one conſideration more, or ask 

one queſtion: What is it 


Tay un Swamy $9i6- 
2 dirSeamdidss x Me 
Sroy, Eivus Ive xhules ws 
pabvev 046) 6, 7ols W914 & 
ory 07s dauoe» Epitt. 3. 
4 C 


affliceth u 


. that we-do.,want, or -wait 


tor? Is it .any good we 
want, which by our cars 


and induſtry we can pro- 


cure? Is.it any evil that 
which by the like means 


we can evade. if it be ſo, Why then 


do we not vigorouſly apply our ſelves 
Sa to 
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to the buſineſs? Why do we not, in- 
Head of idle vexation, and. 


homme e hvg 3, oe v.06 
be content to bear it ; let us hug it, 
a wy Cpt? if not, let us em- 
ploy the fortes'affprded us by NATE: 
and. - occaſion, -to repell and re- 
move 1t. 


But if we- orieve and. moan, be- 
caſe: we' cannot obtain fome good 
above aur reach, or not decline ſome 
unavoidable evil: what doe we 'there- 
ws urns expreſs our folly, and 

wiltully: heighten - our woe 3" adding 

voluntary dilplegfure to the heap X 
necefſary wanpor pain ; impreſſing 
more deeply on our ſelves the ſenſe of 
them? in-ſuck: a caſe pavy 
_ is _ of 2 re-j - Levi 

WW 5 though itt: 
ine thoroughly.cyrethe'} IP 
malady, yet 1t- - domewhat Þ 
alleviateth 

bad 


fs | \ 
treo Whar was "I 
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to winſe /and-kick/ againſt our- for- 

= & tune? to doe'ſo will inflame us, and- 
= oe make-us foam , but will not relieve 
77h darn or caſe us: If we cannot get out *of 
Sh-1g pet Ts net; or the cage ,5to flutter hd" 
aormils 3 gounce Will doe went? but Vater 


ovieniareony | E-T; 

nuts Je and; bruiſe wes 1 gl | 

yols EAYST- Its | 
Ts X% ; EWpbpTEE 5 s wyor 1 Sade 3 Sao 

Viay, ame x EriTayacts Ind om "i ; 
Oi 76 mide Saldvirſeg i pied 76k 

pws, dviaens $8 Cibooflar, x; I WW Jhov , DION: 

e IYo 


- But: Graher, to Mo our -difcon- 
tents, let us conſider the world, «nd: 
general Nate -of-men here.” +++: 

x. Look firſt upon the: world, as it 
is cotamonly managed, and ordered: 
by men: thou ;pertiapsart: diſpleaſed;” 
that thou-doſt not profperand thrive: 
therein; that thon:doſt-not ſhare:n! 

the goods of it ; that-its accommoda-! 
1:4 - tions.and preferments are all ſnap; 
«fromthe ; that 'thy:pretences are nor: 
ſatisfied , and ith y>deligns fail ; this) 

| thou doſt take to: has ſomewhat hakd, 
....and unequal; and therefarer art: 

. ved. Butif thouart wile, thou! thouldft: 
not wonder ; if thou art: -pood , that 
OE: not be- vexed ereat : « weak 
| tou 
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thou haſt not, [perhaps, any cap; city 
for this world; thy temper os Ac 
poſition are, not framed to ſate with 
1ts way ; thy principles and rules do 
claſh with it , thy reſolutions and de- 
ſigns do.not well comport with. pro- 
ſperity here ; thou canſt not, or wilt 
not uſe. the means needfull incompals | 
worldly ends.; \;Thou perhaps haſt a 
meek, quiet, . modeſt, ſincere, ſteady, 

_ diſpoſition ; thou . canſt not be .prag- 
' matical, and boiſterous, eager and 
fierce, importunately troubleſome, .in- 
tolerably . confident , unaccomptably 
verſatile, and various: Thou haſt cer- 
tain pedantick notions about right and | | 


wrong, certain-Romantick. fancies a-j 
bout another world ( unlike - to this ) 
which..chou doſt tifly adhere to , 
and which have --an. influence -upon 
thy.. actions : thou. haſt a ſqueamiſh 
conſcience, which cannot reliſh this, 
cannot digeſt that, advantageous courſe 
of. proceeding ;.2 ſcrupulous humour, 
that hampereth thee, and curbeth thee. 
from attempting many-things which 
would ſerve. thy. purpoſe ;. thou haſt, 
a_ ſpice of ſilly generoſity, which.ma- 
keth diyers profitable ways of | ating 
bas : he (ſuch 
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* and att peremiptort 


| kgs carticft or! thy defigns by fare 
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( fuch «5s forgitis «1d figning, frp- 
planting otters by detration arid cx- 
kamny, ſoothing 26d flartcting peep) 
£6 be below thee, wid unwortify of 
thesg Thos thinkeſt thy ſelf oÞlised, 
ly reſolved -t& ob» 
ſerve firict fules of juſtice, of huthianti- 
ty, of charity, to (pealt as tHott inet 


4neft, to doe” 44 thou woulift bedone 


to, toOwrong 16 mitt ary-wile, ts coHh- 


| fider ard terder the eafe-of orher twer! 


45 thige own : Thy defigrivare honeft 


_afid. CO cordticible to ( of it 


teat confiftent with ) the piblicle 
wjdrious, of hrtfull ro-ri0 ran; 


ways, by a modeſt ere; and henyleſs 
diligerce ; nor canft be draw! to'ofe 
ary ee ; how ſeemingly needfull 
foever, which do favour of fritd, vie 
lence, ty forr of wrong of baſeneſs: 
Thon haſt art honeſt pride 


— 
rinefs of twitnd, which will rot let t 


condefeend to uſe rhoſe fly tricks , 
ercolted Ate den 2nd ſhifts, which corit- 
com 


—_—— of a "of 
s here: Thou art, in fine @ fre 
dis Priſes Y in "_ —_—_ 


penidious and. moſt 
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and proceedings, fervicax red, wil? 
fully and peeviſhly honeſt : Such an \ 
one. perhaps thou art, and ſuch is thy 
way ; And.canſt thou hope to be any 
50dy, 'or get any thing here ? Shall 
fuch a ſuperſtitious fop, fuch a con- 
ſeientious fimpleton, ich a baſhfull 
+ ſneaksby, fo pliantaſtick a 


philoſopher pretend toany ko To mm lbs 
boo 3 ie?! | | | | a you % Tes 
thing here? No, thou art} 2 &lu ys los 


here piſcu in arido, quite} dvemnidtur. 
out of thy element ; this} © 
world is not for zhee to thrive in. 

This world is for worldlings to 
poſſefs, and enjoy : * was ( fay the 
Rabbins ) made for the preſumptuous ; 
and although. God did not altogether 
deſign it for them, yet men have al- 
moft made it fo : They are beſt qua- 
lifed"to thrive in it, who can luſtily 
buftle, and ſcramble ; who can fierce- 
Iy fwagger and huff; who can fawn; 
who can wind and wriggle like a Ser- 
pent ; who can finely cog and gloze ; 
who can neatly ſhuffle and 


juggle ; who can ſhrewdly = find focillimm falta 
over-reach and undermine Of, pag A _—_— 


others ; thoſe ſlippery wi- Tac. #jf. t. 
ly artiſts, who can veere 
any 


EATEN : As OP - > dit _— - « 


- 
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any. whither with any wind ; thoſe 
me of impregnable confidence, who 
can inſiſt upon any pretences ; who 
can be indefatigably. and irreſiſtibly 
urgent, nor will be repulſed or bat- 
fled by any means; thoſe who' have 
a temper ſolaxe and ſupple, that they 
can bend it to any compliance advan- 
tageous to them ; who have a ſpirit 
ſo limber, that they can ſtretch it any 
'whither ; who have face enough, and 
conſcience: little enough to doe any 
thing ; who have.no certain princt- 
ples,but ſuch as will ſort with their in- 
tereſts; no rules but ſuch 
Poulan veghuyrs - Lesbian and leaden ones , 
perdfonylos ems mw mw that eaſily may be accom- 
gh 02 ves "> modated to their purpoſes: 
" &s eu. Aliz.39 Whoſe deſigns all tend to 
| Ms 2 their own private advan- 
' tage, without any regard to the pub- 
lick, or to the good of others; who 
can uſe any means conducible to ſuch 
deſigns, bogling at nothing which ſer- 
veth their purpoſe ; not caring what 
they fay, be it true or falſe; what they 
doe, be-it right or wrong, ſo it feem 
profitable : this is called wiſedom, pru- 
"dence, dexterity, ability, knowledge 
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of men, and. of the world, and I know 
not what beſide; in the. Scripture, the 
wiſedom of the world, and of the fleſh, 
craft, guile, deceit, wear, &c. For ſuch 
perſons it is to. flouriſh in this world ; 


Behold, theſe ( faith the- Pſalmiſt ) Plal.73- 12. 


are the ungodly, who proſper in the ® & 
world ; _ who encreaſe in riches; 

They are not in trouble as other men, 
neither are they plagued like other 
men; Their eyes ſtand out with fat- 
neſs, they have more than heart could 


% 


wiſh : They it is who love the world, Joh. 2. 16. 


who ſeek it, who ſtudy and labour) 
for it, who ſpend all their time, and: 
employ all their care about it; And! 
1s it not fit they ſhould have it2/ 
Is it not a pity they ſhould mils it 2; 
Is it not natural, that they who ſow! 
to the fleſh, ſhould reap from the fleſh 2 
Should not they who uſe the proper ; 
means , obtain the end? Should not 

they arrive at the place, who proceed 

in the direct road thither 2 _ 

But for thee, who canſt not find in 
thy heart to uſe the means, why doſt 
thou hope to compaſs the end; or 
grieve for not attaining it > Why doſt 
thou blend and jumble ſuch inconfi- 

TE K ſences 
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ences rogether,as the eager deſires of 
this, and the hopes of ano Fe ANG 
It becorgeth ts ſuch a. gallant to. 
whine , and pule. Tf thou wilt be 
braye, be brave indeed 5 fivgly, and 
thoroughly ; be not a double-hearted 
mongrel; think not of fatisfying thy 
ming, and driving on other intereſts. 
together ; of enjoying the conceit of 
being an honeſt man, with the deſign, 
of being, a rich or great man; of arri- 
ving- to the happhes of the other 
world ; and attaining. proſperity in, 


_- this; Wouldſt thou enjoy both theſe ? 


What confience. is, there in that? 
Feave rather this world unto thoſe , 
who are more fit for it, who ſeem 
better to deſerve it, who venture fo 
much, and take ſuch pains, for it; do 
nat go to.rob them of this ſlender re- 
war : byr with content ſee them. to 
enjoy, 'the fruits of their labour and 
hazard: Be thou fatisfied with the 
conſequences of thy vertugus reſoluti- 
ons and proceedings,; if it be worth 
thy while to live innocently, modeſt- 
ly and conſcientiouſly, doe it, and be 
fatjsfied.; ſpoil not thine expeations 
by repining, at the. wang of thoſe 
things, 


 -» 
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things, which thy circumſtances ren- 


der incompatible with them ; Follow . 


efteftually the holy Patrriarchs, and 
Apoſtles, who, without regret, torſook 
all, and-chearfally went thither, whi- 
ther conſcience and duty called them ; 
if thou art not willing tadoe fo, Why 
doſt thou pretend to the ſame princt- 
ples, or hope for the like rewards ? 
But leaving the conſideration of the 
world as man hath made it ; Confi- 
der that this world 1s not 
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in its nature, or deſign, a x Cor. 10. 13. 


place of perfedt eaſe and _lvganieuy igy 3 Ci 
© TSs G6 
convenience, of pure de- Job. 7. n Chryſ. ad Stag, 


light and fatisfaftion: What 2: (2. 106.) 


is this world but a region 

of tumult and trouble ; a theatre of 
vanity and diſafters ; the kingdom of 
care, of fear, of grief and pain ; of fa- 
tiety, of diſappointment, of regret and 
repentance ? we came not hither to 
doe our will, or enjoy our 


pleaſure ; we are not born - peveptaSememes A9 


&y eic + Ctop, 8c. Plat. 


tomake laws for our felves, ad Apollon. 
or to pick our condition | 


here : No, this world is a place of ba-t 


F 
ES 


| 


the original felicity we were deſigned 
| I& 2 to: 


niſhment from our firſt countrey, and 
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to; this life is a ſtate of travel toward 
{ another Letter countrey,and ſeat of reſt : 
and well it is, in ſuch caſes, ( well it 
1s, I ſay, for us as exiles, and travel- 
| lers) if we can find any tolerable ac- 
| commodation, if we can make any 
| hard ſhift; It ſhould-not be ſtrange 
to us, if in this our peregrination we 
do meet with rough paſſages , foul 
ways, hard lodging, fcant or courſe. 
| fare ; if we complain of ſuch things , 
; we donot ſurely conſider where we 
; are, whence we came, whither we are 
: going ; we forget that we are the ſons 


{of Adam, the heirs of fin and ſorrow, 


; who have forfeited our reſt and joy 
*upon earth; we conſider not, how 
unavoidable the effects are of that 
fatal condemnation and curſe, which 
followed our firſt tranſgreſſion ; we 

mind not that the perfe&i- 


 Ai2 Fa 5 $% F- ON and purity of the bleſ- 
Timo guze, x x9 fings we have loſt 1s nat 


Ev nudy 7 Clov. nama- 
| xdaler iva wa cvrai- 


'to be found en this ſide 


Su owwyueru Jainvs, the celeſtial par adiſe. This 


&7:wyiay 
AaCwpuer 4 3 ywys 8c. 
Chryſ. dre. 5. 


ſomewhat unpleaſant to 
us, leſt we ſhould over- 
t much delight in it, be unwilling to 
ry | part 


(EMoy Twy | mes is purpoſely made 


+ EX 
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part with it, wiſh to ſer up our reſt 

here, and fay, Bonum eſt efſe hic ; Ut 

is good for us to be here. 

This life is a ſtate of probation and] 

exerciſe, like to.that ( which prefigu- 

red and repreſented it) of God's peo- 

ple in the wilderneſs, 

wherein” God leadeth us. ow” 8. «AO 

through many difficulties Wnt fer 
and hazards, in many Yo! xweys, © winor 65s 

wants and hardſhips, to 5s; ns 

humble and prove 4s, 1N Or- Ghryſ ad Stagir. 2. 

der to the fitting us for a- 

nother more happy ſtate. 

. No temptation therefore mapggut; fu; in 
( or affliction ) Can ſeize Angry 61 lull & vyf@ 1005s 
upon us, but ſuch as s hu> * CH : 
mane ; that is, ſuch as 1s 
natural and 60ers Eccluf. 40. 1. 'Ayo2ia 
tis the conſideration,which tynay war dr3ore, 
St. Paul uſeth to comfort *c- 
and ſupport us in troubles; _ 
and a plainly good one it is, for fee- 
ing Man ( as Eliphaz ſaith ) 7s born Job 5. 7: 
to trouble as the ſparks fly upward ; that 
nothing is more natural to 
any thing, than trouble is} vid. Max. Tyr. dif. 25. 
to us; if we are diſpleaſed} # 244+ | 

| therewith, we are in effe&*. 
K 3 dif- - 
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q pleaſed that we are men ; 
pal ern downs or {1t 1mplieth that. we gladly 
i) the days of his life, } Would put off our nature, 
Gen. 3 17: ! and ceaſe to be our ſelves ; 
j; we grieve that we are 
foot to live in this world ; and as 
well might we be vexed that we are 
| 4 not Angels; ot thar"'we 
Eccl r. 14. Al 5 v4 tare not yet in heaven, 
my ant verarion f which is the onely . place 
exempt from inconvenien- 
cies and troubles, where alone there 

APOCe 21 4+ 75 yo ſorrow, no tlamour, no pain. 
It hath always been, and it will 
ever be an univerſal com-v 
*O Clos 2andws 3 Cri Plaint and Jamentation , 
ama Euporge that the life of man and 
' Bios 38 oro i284 mw troubleare individual com- 
w & Tpyp m9 3 panions, continually, and 
& cloſely ſticking one to the 
other ; that life and miſery 
Ouid eft dia vivere, ni- are but ſeveral names of 
fi din torquer? * Aug. the fame thing; that our 
ſtate here is nothing elle, 
but a combination of various evils 
( made up of cares, of labours, of dan- 
gers, of difappointments, of diſcords, 
of difquiets, of diſeaſes, of manifold 
pains and ſorrows ) that all ages, 
2-76 Þ-0bre-aen bet from 
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from wailing infancy to querulous de-y 
crepitiefs;and all eondiridns, from the | 


catefall fceptre to the paitifull Tpade , | 
are fraught with many 


great inconveniencies pe-. TTAth Ur 35 142% Kate 


culiar” to each of them; — 
chat all thefxeb of the earth” 
is overſpread with we efs as with a 


WAH 5 JuAdGTHs 


general wie erpetual deluge ; that” 


Forhing Hy ſound, nothing fate, 
nothin Fable pothiiig ſerene i is here 
to be found ; this with one ſad voicey 
all mankind Yefoundeth ; this our P#-! 
ers are ever moanfully finging, this: 
our Phihbſophers do gravely iticul-: 
cate ; this the experience of all times) 
Joudly proclameth ; For What are all! 
hiſtories but continual regiſters of the] 
evils incident to ten; what do they! 
all defcribe, but wars and Naug Freed 
mutinies and ſeditions, tumults and. 
confuſidns, devaſtations and ruines ? 
What do they tell us, biit of men fu- 
m_ Briving together, circumvent- 
ſpolling, deltto oying one another? 
Wit o t do we daily hear reported, but 
ctuel bfoils, bloudy battels, and tragi- 
cal events ; great. numbers of men 
ſlain, wounded, hurried into captivity ; 
K 4 Cities 


= - act W 


a tet <4 
n T” 


A 


£01 6s 020 At RA" v 1} be Rt SA $45 Ate Borie 
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Polyb. 21. 
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cities ſacked and raſed, countries ha- 


raſſed and depopulated ; kingdoms 
and commonwealths . overturned ? 
What do we ſee before us: but men 
carking , toiling , bickering ; ſome 
worn out with labour , ſome pining 


away for 


Ferre quam ſjortem pati- 
untur omnes Nemo recuſet. 
Sen. Troad, * EE 


Ideo mihi videtur rerum 
nature, quod graviſſimum 
fecit , commune feciſſe ,' ut 


 crudelitatem fati conſolare- 


tur aqualits, Sen. ad 


want , ſome groaning un- 


der pain ? And amidſt ſo 


many common . miſeries 


and misfortunes, in ſo ge- 
nerally confuſed: and dil- 
mal a ſtate of things, 1s it 
not ridiculouſly abſurd for 
us, doth 1t not. argue in us 
a_ prodigious fondneſs. of 
fat-love » heinouſly to re- 


ſent, or impatiently to be- 


moan our particular, and 


private croſſes > May not reaſonably 

that expoſtulation of Feremy to Ba- 

ruch reach us? The Lord ſaith thus, 

Jer: 45- 4» 5- Behold that which I have built, 7 
will break down; and that which 7 

have planted I will pluck up, even this 

whole land; And ſeekeſt thou great 

things for thy ſelf ? ſeek them not ; 

i for behold IT will bring evil on al 


eſs. 


4. Again, 


E 
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4 Again, if we more cloſely and 
nioty ſurvey the ſtates of other 
men ( of -our brethren every where ,z 
of our neighbours all about us) and; 
compare our .caſe with theirs, ourj 
condition hardly can appear to us ſo 


bad, but that we have many conſorts} 


and aflociates therein ; many as ll ,t 
many far worſe beſtead thanour ſelves. | 
How . many of our brethren in the 
world may we obſerve conflicting 
with extreme penury and diſtreſs ; 
how many undergoing, continual mandy 
drudgeries to maintain their lives ;' 
how many ſorely pinched with hun-; 
ger and cold; how many tortured 
with grievous: ſickneſs; how many 
oppreſſed with debt ; how many 
ſhut up under. cloſe reſtraint ; how 
many detained in horrible -flavery ; 
how many by the walting rage of 
war rifled of their goods, driven from 
their homes, diſpoſſeſſed of all com- 
fortable ſubſiſtence? How many, in 
fine, paſſing their lives in all the in- 
conveniencies'.of rude, beggarly, ſor- 
did and favage- barbariſm? And who 
of us have, in any meaſure, taſted of 
theſe, or of the-like calamities 2? Yet 
| arc 
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ire theſe ſufferers, all of. them-, the 

ſame, in nature, with us ; many 6f 

e them (as reaſon, as humility, as ch4- 

"rity do oblige us to believe ) deſerve 

; as well, divers of them tmuch better 

; than our ſelves : What reaſon then 

"can we have to conceive our caſe fo 

hard, or to complain thereof 2 Were 

we the onely perſons expoſed to trou- 

ble, or the ſingle marks of adverſe 
fortune ; could we truly fay with the 

Lam. r. 12. Prophet ; Behold, if there be any ſor« 
row like my ſorrow :* We tmiffhe ſeem 

a little unhappy ; but: ſinee we have 

ſo much -gdod company in out con- 

ceived woes fifnee it is [6 
— Nec rare widens Ordinary a-'thing to be. 
Que pateris 3 caſe multis, | | poof, and diſtreſſed ; ſitice 
fe cogntes Jae. + bur: caſe 45:{ as the Phot 


_ Tritts, Gr 6 medio fortiite © ſpeaketh )' abt tare, Bt 


M$: Jure Sets conmonty Brown, trite, and 
 drawy out from the heap 
of lots, offered t6 ment by fortane : fines 

_ | pitiful objeRts db thus etivifon and 
Favre: us 5 *tis plainly reaſonable ; 
humane and jult, that we 


Te nunc I extfa . ſhould Without nitirtak- 
communia Ccenſes OR 42, 32-40 
Ponendum;&c, Juv; $41, © WS take, ahd beat our lot b 
13-v. 14% |. © For» what” privilege have 


we 


_— 
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we to alledpe, that we rather than 0- 
thers ſhould be untouched by the grie- 
vances, to which ttiankuid is obnoxt- 
ous ? Whenee may we pretend to be 
the ſpecial favourites, mignons, priva= 
dos-and darlings of fortune > Why 
may not God well deal with-us, as he 
doth with other men ; what grounds 
have we to challenge, of to expect, 
that he ſhould be partial toward. us ; 
why ſhould we imapine, that he muſt 
continually doe miracles in our be- 


half, cauſing all thoſe evils, which fall! 
upon our neighbours all about, to skip' 
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over us; bedewing us, like Gideoy's|Jud. 6. 37. 


Fleece, with plenty and joy, while all: 
the earth beſide is dry ; cauſing us, 


like the zhree children, to walk in this Dan. 3. 25 


wide furnace , unſcorched and un- 


ſinged by the flames encompaſſing us? 
Are we tiot men framed of the famey 


mold ; are we not ſinners guilty of 


like offences, with the meaneſt pea-. 
ſant:, the pooreſt beggar, the moſt! 
wretched ſlave( if fo, then a parity* 


of fortune- with any. men doth be- 
come us, and may be due to us; then 
1t 1s & perverſe and unjuſt froward- 
_ nefs to be diſpleaſed with our lot ; we 
| may, 
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{ may, if we pleaſe, pity the common 

{ ſtate of men, but-we cannot reaſona- 

{bly complain of our own ; doing ſo 

; plainly doth argue, that we do un- 

; meaſurably, overprize , and' overlove 

| our ſelves. When once a grea? King 

did exceſſively, and obſtinately grieve 

for.. the death of his wife, whom the 

tenderly loved, a Philoſopher obſer- 

ving it, told him, © That he was 

* ready to comfort him by reſtoring 

** her to lite, ſuppoſing onely, that he 

* would ſupply what-was needfull to- 

* ward the performing it ; © The Ang 

* ſaid he was ready 'to furnith him 

* with any thing; the Phzloſopher an- 

ſwer'd , © That he was provided with 

* all. things neceſſary , except- one 
thing ; what that was the Xing de- 

< marided-; he replied, 7hat if he 

would upon his wifes Tomb inſcribe the 

pee "three perſons, who never mour- 

ined, ſhe preſently would revive: the 

i Xing, after enquiry , wy the of woot 

"En & noms eam- pher» That he could not 
Tas Selwns GoniShu,, find nw man : Why 
tzoyes aazeivy 7 oer@ Va then, O abſurdeſt of all men 
— IC aid the Pho her ſmi- 


mon ey oro my apneyy 


orteis Thus £2.99 SUSHI. ' lin art thou not aſhamed 
Jul. Ep. 32. F ; + g) 6 FU ſham 


to moan as if thou hadſt 
alone. 
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alone fallen into ſo grievous a caſe ;\ 
whenas thou canſt not find one fl; 
that ever was free from ſuch domeſbichy 
afflittion : So might the naming' one 
perſon, exempted from inconvemen- 
cies, like to thoſe we undergo, be ſafe- 
ly propoſed to us as a certain cure of 
ours ;. but if we find the condition im- 
poſſible, then is the generality of the 
caſe a ſufficient ground of 
content to us ; then may TIapnyoges mi K1ng ot 
we, as the wiſe Poet advi- Tov zaxay, Menand. 
ſeth , ſolace our own evils 
by the evils of others, ſo frequent and 
obvious to us. | 

5. We are indeed very apt to look 
upward toward thoſe few, 
who, in ſu ppoſed advanta- » Nulli ad aliena reſpicien- 
ges of life (in wealth, dig- —_ To. 
nity, or reputation ) do j 
ſeem to tranſcend, or to precede us, 
grudging and repining at their for- 
tune ; but ſeldom do we caſt down 
our eyes on thoſe innumerably many 
good people, who lie be- 


——Negz ſe majri pats 


neath us in all manner of ,,,;,,n 
accommodations , pitying mw —_— Nl ns 
their mean, or hard con- 5, _—OA _— 


dition; like racers we look Hor. Sar. x. 


forward, 
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forward, and purſue thoſe who go be- 

fore us, but: refle& not backward, or 

conſider thafe who come behind us: 

two or three aut-ſhining/ us in fome 

fknder piece of proſperity, doth raife 

_ diffatisfation in us; while the dole- 

| full ſtate of millions doth 

Tnds fit ut nemo, qui © little affect us. with a- 

vixiſſe beatum . 

Dicat, &c, Hor, Sat. 1, DY regard or compaſſion : 

hence fo general diſcon- 

tent ſpringeth, -hence ſo few are ſa- 

tisfied with - thetr condition ; an ept- 

faemica eye-ſore moleſting 

$3 vis gratus efſs adver- FEVErY Man z for there is-no 

© ſus Deos, OF adverſus vitam man, of whatſoever con- 

re" £8 14, Gition, whois not in ſame 

defirable things out-ſtrip- 

ped by: others ; none is fo 

Nunquam erit felix, quem high in fortune, but ano- 

torquebir felictor. Sen. d* ther in wit or wiſedom, in 
Ira. 3. 31. Vid. Ib. p 

| health, or ftrength,or beau- 

- ty, in reputation or eſteem 

of men may feem to excell him ; he 

therefore looking with an evi/ or en- 

vious eye on ſuch perfons , and with 

ſenfleſs diſregard pafling over the reft 

of men, doth: eaſily thereby lofe his 

eaſe and fatisfaction from his own 

eſtate : whereas if we would _ 

| rne 
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thecaſe of moſt men, we ſhould ſee a- 
bundant reaſon to be ſatisfied with our 
own, it we would a little feel the ca- 
lamities of our neighbours, we ſhould: 
little, refent, our own croſſes ; a kind-+ 


ly commiſeration, of others more! 
rap diſaſters would drown thel 


eaſe of our lefles diſappointments. 

If with any competent beedfullneſs 
1 we view perſons and things before us, 
we ſhall eadily diſcern, that what ab-4z 
ſolutely ſeemeth great and weighty , : 
is indeed comparatively very faalt + 


and. light ; that things areg 
not ſo unequally diſpenſed,; 
but that we have our full} 


* 


ſhare in. good, and, no ore] 
than our part in evil ; 
* that Socrates had reaſon 


to ſu 
ſhould 


4 66 , that. 


if we 


| zng into 0ne com 
mon ſtock all our miſhaps , 
fo. that each ſhould receive his portion 
of them, gladly the moſh would take up. 
their. awn, and go their ways ; that* 
conſequently it 1s both iniquity, and 
folly in. us to complain of our lot. 
6, If even we would take care di- 
_ higently ta campare-our ſtatewith the 


E; owner @y Klttuey bis 79 
y 5 , ef 

x0110p, Ts d&TUYIas, FE 
NSXGRX 73 Lovy Ehagay, a- 

[Ll A . 4 
Gurus oy Td; TAs Tas 
eumy Aufivies dmATAV 
Plut. Apolh. 

* Thar ar worſt we are 
Extremi prumorum, extre- 
mis uſq, prioress Hor. E« 


fiſt. 2. 24 


| 


ſtate 
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 _ ſlate of thoſe, whom we, 
_— 5 of ma" areapt moſt to admireand 
Polyb. 26 envy, it would afford mat-. 
ter of conſolation, and con-. 
tent unto us. "What is the ſtate of 

pthe greateſt perſons ( of the worlds 

t Princes and Grandees ) what but a 
fate encompaſſed with ſnares, and: 

; temptations numberleſs ; which with- 

/ out extreme caution, and conſtancy , 

: force of reaſon, and command of all 

- appetites, and paſhons- cannor be a- 

{ voided; and ſeldom are 2 What but 

| a ſtate of pompous trouble, and gay 

* ſervility, of living in continual noiſe 

, and ſtir, environed with crowds and 

+ throngs, of being ſubject to the ur- 

* gency of buſineſs, and the tediouſneſs 

j of ceremony ; of being abuſed by per- 
{ fidious ſervants, and mocked by vile 
flatterers ; of being expoſed to com- 

mon cenſure and obloquy, to miſre- 
preſentation, miſconſtrucion and ſſan- 

der ; having the eyes of all men in- 

- tent upon their actions, and as man 

ſevere judges as watchfull ſpe&atours 

of them; of being accomptable for 
many mens faults, and bearing the 
blame of all miſcarriages about _ 


Serhn. IV... Of Contentment; 
of being =. ge conſcience, for 
the miſcarriages, at 

come from the influence of: our coun- 
ſels, our examples, &c. of being peſ- 
ter'd and purſu'd with prefences, with 
ſuits, with complaints, the neceſſary 
reſtilt whereof is to diſpleaſe or pro- 
voke very mariy, to oblige or fatisfie 


very few ; of being frequently enga- 
ged in reſentments of ingratitude, of 


treachery , of negled&s, of defefts in 
duty ; and breaches of truſt toward 
them; of being conſtrained to comply 
with the humours and opinions of 
men; of anxious care to-keep, and 
jealous fear of loſing all ; of danger 
and being objected to the traiterous 
attempts 'of bold male-contents , of 
ficrce zealots. and wild fanaticks; of 
wanting the moſt foſid. and ſavoury 
comforts of lite, true friendſhip, free 
converſation, certain leaſure, privacy; 
and retiredneſs, for enjoying them 
ſelves; their time, their thoughts as 
they think. good ; of ſatiety and be- 
ing cloyed with all forts of enjoy- 
ments : In - fine, of being paid with 
falſe coin for all their cares and pains, 
receiving for them ſcarce any thing 

L more; 


miſhaps which 


145. 
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more, but emptyhews of reſpect,and 


Perſonata felicitas. Sen. 
E Þe 8 Os 4 


P fal. 62, > 


Adulandi certa- 
men eft, (oy unian- omniaum 


amicorum officiutt, una .con-| 


tentio quis blandiſſims fal- 
lat. Sen. de 9s. ZOs 


Vid. oftime djfſerentem. 
Vid, (y de Clem. 1. 19. 
Et ad Polyh. 26. 


Antigonus. Neſcitis avyi- 
ct, quid mali fit imperare , 
&c. Saturninus apyd Vopiſ- 
cum. J 


Hic ſitus eft- Adrianus 
VI. qui nihil fibj-in vita 
infelicius duxit, quam qu d 
zmperavit. Lud: Guicciard. 
P. Jovius in whe . 


hollow : acchamations of 
 praife ; ( whence the P/a!- 
5ſt -raight well ſay, Sure- 
ly men of low degree are 
_ wanity, and menof high de» 
gree a ye ; a lye, for that 
* their ſtate cheateth us, ap- 
i pearing fo ſpecious, yet be- 
{ ing really fo inconvenient, 
and troubkſome. ) Such 
is the ſtate of the preateſt 
men; ſuch as hath made 
Wile Princes weary of 
themſelves, ready to ac- 
| knowledge, that if men 
knew. the weight of a 
t Crown, none would take 
{it up; apt to think with 
Pope Adrian, who made 
this Epitaph for himſelf; 
[__e lieth Adrian the 
Sixth, who. thought nothing 


= his life to have befallen him more 
unhappy, thaw that he-ruled Such, in 
fine, their ſtate, as upon due conſide- 
ration we ſhould, were it offered: to 
our choice, never embrace:; ſuch in- 
deed, as in ſober judgment, we cannot 


prefer 
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prefer before the moſt narrow and in- 
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feriour fortune: How then can we 
reaſonably be diſpkeaſed with our con- 
dition, when we may even pity —_ 


perours and ings, when, 
1n reality, we are as well, 
perhaps are much better 
than they ? 


n Nihil diffictlius quam - 
zmperare. Dioclel. 
Vopilſc. in Aureliano. 


- 7. Farther,it may induce,and engage 
us to be content , to conſider what - 


commonly hath been the 


vey the hiftories of all 
times, find the beft men 
to have. ſuſtained moſt 
romm croſſes and trou- 

les; fearce is there in ho- 
ly Scripture recorded any 
. perſon eminent and ilu- 
ſtrious for goodnels, who 
hath not taſted deeply of 
wants and diſtreſſes. 4- 
' braham,, the Father of the 
faithfull,and eſpecial friend 
of God, was: called eut of 


lat of good men 1n hel Confider what calami- 


world: we ſhall, if we ſur-t 


werfull, glo- 
ve etddured; 
Craſus, Polyorates , - Pom-+ 
25. | 


Oi of Enlwoar ger 
on movig Jib{ov magg 
marre + Eby. (Ariſtides, 
Phocion , Epaminondas , 
Pelopidas) AL. x1. 9. 11s 


ties great, 
rious men 
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Lamachus, Socrates, E- 
ph1altes. 


Abel; Now, tec. Chryt.. 
Tom. 6. þ. 10Þ\ 


his countrey; and from his kindred, to 
wander it a firange land; andiodge in 
tents, withous; 'any fixed habitation. 


L 3 


Facob 
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Jacob ſpent 4'great: part of his life" in! 

VAaviſh toil /'and in his'6ld'/age was in 
| reflexion w1 upon his life moved to fay , 
Gen. 47. 9. {that the' . days-of his ' pilgrimage 'had 
?Theen few and evil. Fofeph was ma-. 

* ligned and perſecuted by-his brethren, 
Pl. 105. 18. fold away tor a ſlave, ſlandered for a 
moſt heinous crime, thruſt into a grie- 
| vous priſon, where his feet 
Eidvesy FOE wv- . were hurt with fetters, and 
_— his ſoul came into iron. 
Moſes was forced'to fly a- 
Socrates 3 Cato, Regu- way for his life, to become 
lus, -Phocion, Gc.. : Meg- avagabond 1in a foreign 
= inveni, - Place, to feed ſheep for his 
livelihood; toi ſpend after- 
ward the beſt of his life in conteſting 

- with ar- obſtinately perverſe Prince, 
-\andin leading a miſtruſtfull, refraQta- 
ry, mutinous people , for forty years 
time, through a vaſt and wild defart. 
_ is. 7b, what a ſtupendious 
Vid. Chryſ. Tom.$. Orat. < jp of miſchiefs did to- 
27: þ 168; ©7on- 6-07: | gether fall, and lie heavy 
Job 13.29. © Upon him? ( Thou writeft 
bitter , things againſt me , 

he might well fay. ) David, How of- 

ten was: he plunged in ſaddeſt extre- 
0 r duced \eothe hardeſt ſhifts; 

being 


. (B 


being huuted like, a par: 
hy" 4 in the ih by: 


an envious. Maſter, forced Si 
to. counterfeit : madneſs for: 


his ſecurity, among barbg- - 
rays infidels;difpolieſied of 
his kingdom: and perſe- 
cuted by his own moſt tfa- 
voured = deſerted by, 
his - ſervants , ; reproached 
and ſcorned by-his ſubjects. 
Elias was driven long to, 
ſculk for þis: life,. and; to} 
ſhift for his livelihood - in 
the. . wilderneſs. '  Feremy: 
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wen Y 
* 


Nus is is 8 yt 
2irey & Camur 2 ruvTes 


Ui TH 4! $1204 Le SU" 
\, 9@ 3} emi 9a. 5 weir 


ov YA way! i* Jaye HAN 
eamary Cig. Chryſ. in 
Mart. Egypt. WK $22s 


'Ey Toi THego woe | Line 
Joy 6s Siugzon, Tus & 2485 
&Tay]as. vmg jjawey 6 
Se%s Jie Sainf2ws, Chryl. 
in 2 Car. Orat. '2Tv 


was treated-as..an impoſtour: and -2 
traitourand caſt into a miry dungeon; 


fiadin 
his 
thence occaſion to exclaim;. 


matter from his ſufferings for. 
full lamentations, and having: 


7 am -thefLam. 3. 1. 
mas that:have ſeen afflition by the -y 


of his wrath, &c. 'Which of | 


the: Pro-*AR. 7. 52. 


phets . were 'not perſecuted, and miſu- 
ſed? as St, Stephen asked.-. The 4po- 


files. were ipinched with, all 


kinds of » Cor.4 & 7. 


wait, haraſſed. with all -forts of. toil, 
expoſed to.ail manner. of hazards, per- 
ſecuted. with, all variety. of contume- 


hes , and pains that can be imagined. 
Above 
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expreſſion WAS 4 man-of nr of fro, an joy 
© acquainted with grief 
{hen in ſuffering F- he did x very. = 
| = dignity, and in —_ J —_— 
Matt. 8. 20. : having not ſo much as where 
Tent'Fa, to by his head; was his 
E% 58 ay#ns gue ties; to undes o conti- 
mY wo x; * tival-labouy, :and travel; 
Agv $07elLrommg Ger without any ' mixture of 
——_ —_— RR carnal eaſeor pleaſure, was 
wv aStunw{ves » 706 pr his ſtate; in return for the 
ms Har emelod hipheſt pood* will, : and 
- ; driatht.. 2 choiceſt benefits, corcceive 
moſteruel hatred; and grie- 
vous: injuries; to be loadeddwith the 
bittereſt reproaches, the fouleſtfleri- 
ders, the foreſt pains, which molt ſpire 
full malice *couſd invent; or fierceſt 
4 rage infke@ ,' this was his: lor: 4m / 
| put 2 ſo may one fay, was\lie- to'er 
#rremity ; am-T-Hlighted of the worlds | 
fo was he neteriou YAMmT difap- 
pens, and eroffed in my defigns-> 
fo was he'contifiually;; "all his moſt. 
painfull endeavours ha ſins ſmall ef 
te& ; Am TI deſerted; or ip -banot of 
friends 2 fo was he by thoſewho- were 


moſt intimate, and moſt obliged to 


> . 5 5 
L # © . $ 
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him? Am1 feviled,ſlandered, miſuſed 2 - 
Was-not he ſo:beyond all compariſon 
molt. outrageouſly? 

- Have all theſe, and mary more, of 
whow' the world was not worthy , un- Heb. 11. 38. 
dergone all ſorts of inconvenience, be- 
ing, deſtitute, dfflitted, tormented; And 
ſhall-we- thet -difdain; or be ſorty to 
be-found in fuch company ? Havingmeb. 12. r. 
fach a cloud of Martyrs, let tes run with 
patience the tace that is ſet before ws. 
Isitnot'an honbur, ſhould 1t not be a; 
comfort tb us; that we do, in conditi-| 
'on, reſemble them If God hath thus' 
dezitrwith thofe,who of all men have! 
been/deareſt to hitn , ſhall we take it; 
i ac*his hands, that he, i in ahy man-»+ 
ner, dealerh ſo with-us2 Can we pre- 
tend; can we hope, can we even wiſh: 
to-be uſed better, than God's firſt- born, 
and. out Lord himfelf hath been 2 If 
we do, are we not monſtrouſly fond 
and arrogant 2 eſpectally conſidering, 
that it'is not onely at ordinary for- 
tune, but the peculiar character of 
God's choſen, and children, to be of- 
ten croſſed, checked and corrected ; 
Even Pazaxs have obſerved it, and a- 
vowed there is great reafon for it ; 

| LAY God 


aſk + La 


ati 4c our Vil Acre Ze hal Wat RARE CS Ft A Babes xe 
CTT SK ? "ay | " es} a _ - 3 OT VETVP q IR ONT OIL 
%* 
. 
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Vid. 6. 2+ | wind toward. goad men; and ſtrongly 
| Joveth them —— therefore after the | 

: mauner of ſevere parents;ihe educateth 

" * them hardly; &c.: "The: 4peſtle-doth 

in expreſs:terms aſſure us thereof:; for, 

whons (ſaith he) the Lord. loveth, he 

chaſtneth ,. and ſcourgeth every | ſox 

whom. he receiveth. If ye endure chaſt+ 

Heb. 12. 6, wing, God. dealeth with. you as. with 
78 * | fous— bat if ye be without chaſtife- 
meut , whereof. all ( that is, all -good 

men, and. genuine ſons of God): are 
partakers , then are ye. baſtards ,, awd 

#0t ſons. . Would we beillegitimated, 

' or expunged from:the number of God's 

: true children ; would, we be deveſted 

of his ſpecial regard: and goodwill if 

not, Why do we-not gladly embrace , 

and willingly ſuſtain-:ad- 

Np ef 41,41: | felf declared ſa peculiar a 
aghs contre am Et | badge of his chieea , fo 
«2 8 _ . .- {conſtant a:mark of his fa» 
vour? If a/ good men do ( as the 
Apoſtle aſlerteth. );: partake thereof ; 
Jhall we, by diſpleafure at it , fhew , 
that we deſire to be aſſuredly none 
A that party, that we affe& to be 
0-1-4” > ” "wn 


| Sen. ds Pr- God ( faith» Seneca ) bath a fatherdj 
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diſcarded-:from that, holy and happy 
lociety Þ; Herily, verily;T ſay unto.you, Joh. 16. 201 
that ,ye ſhall weep and lament, but the: | 
world ſhall. rejoyce. : It: is: peculiarly 

the lot.of Chriſtians; as ſpch, 1n con» j 

tormity to theirafflited Saviour; they: 

are. herein- prede/tinated fo be. confor- Rom. 8. 29, 
mable to:his \ image ;- to. this they are 
appointed, | ( Let nonian, faith Sant x Ther. 2. 3; 
F aul;'be moved by theſe affiictions, for Fil 3- 16. 
ye know; that we are (appointed there-' 

wntd 5) 20:this they. are called (7 

when ye "doe +wel, ſaith St, Peter, and! 1 Pet. 2. 265 
ſuffer for: at, ye take' it patiently, this ** 

is acceptable with God';" for even here- 

unto were ye called) this is propoun- 

| ded to:them. as a: condition to. be 
undertaken;'and undergone by them 

as ſuch;.tliey are by-proteſſionr crap 

cigert, [bearers of the;croſs ;-{ Jf'avy; 

one wilkcome after: megdet tt 

bint eegp Hide. langacksr'2ic HERON oe 10: 98 
# his croſs and folliw:me; "Toh. 16. 33. *Ey 16 
Every one that will live now Mid ifon. 
Ledly in Chriſt Feſus, "muſt ws perpeſſu ſun =; = 
Suffer perfeeution ) 'by this ci milin. Hier.ad Aſcllam, 
are they admitted-into the 

ſtate of |Chriſtians; (-by Vit Greg. Naz. Ep. 
mavy afflitions we muſt en- 201.-(ad Theclam.) 

; ; zer 
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fer. into the Kingdom of heaven) this | 


-» doth- 


qualifie them for . enjoying the 


glorious rewatds, which their religi- 

> Tim. 2.12, Of: propoundeth ; ( We are 'coheirs 
| with Chrifts fo that, if we ſuffer 10- 

igerher, we ſhall alſo together be glori- 

(Fill. g. Mi _ with him; If-we cr we ſhall 


hte 16, oe 


SZ. Phil. 12. 
kr fe Eph: 3- 13-, 
\272povis Xe £64 
«y.. Heb. 10% 36- X 
Faith and- Patience are 
conforts. Heb. 6. 12. | 


Apdoc. 13. 10; 


tlege of 
by —_— be- 
foe oh them. ; vir 


alſo reign with him; * And 


ſhall we theg pretend to 


be OChriſtians;, {hall we 
.claim any benefie from 


thence, if weare actwilling 
co ſubmit toithe: aw, to 


attend" the call, to*comply. 


with®-the terms: thereof > 


Will: we. enjoy; its pfivi- 


leges, £2 can we hope: for its xewards, if 
we: will not-;comentedly:: anderpoe 


what it. 


requireth > Shall: we arrive 


$0:the end It; propoundeth, without 

going in the-way.1t-preſeribeth-, the 

*: ©- - way Which our bord. hirnſelf doth lead 
Us; 18,7 and himſelf hath trod - before 


us ? 


FE "In fine, ſoving, adverſity is, as hath 
Fþ been'declaredi; thing ſo natural to 
all, tnen', ſo-common to moſt:men , 
TR ls incident. to \great.men, ſo proper 
TN Your men, fo peculiar to Chritti- 


ans, 
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ans, we have great reaſon to obſerve | 
the. Apoſtles advice; Beloved, wonder r Per. 4. 12. 
not concerning the fiery trial, which is 

zo try you, as if ſome ſtrange thing 4 | 

pened to you ; we ſhould not wonder 

at it as x 'firange, or uneouth thing , 

that we are engaged in any trouble 

or” inconventence here ; we are con- 
ſequently not to be afteted with it 

as a thing very grievous. 


r Tim. 6, 6.1 
"Em 5 was 


Wepr02ucos 


F 
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die. hd 
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The Fifth Sermon... 


M 


— 


PHIL. IV. rr. 


am, QC, 


airegrcicy. | tice Of it. | 
þ I. It 1s it ſelf a ſovereign remedy 
{ for all poverty and all-ſufferance ; re- 
; moving them, or allaying all the miſ- 
' chief they can doe us. It is well and 


Avg: de _ truly ſaid by S. Auſtine, Intereſt non 
Co Is So 


—_—_ "Py 


T have learned in whatſoever flate I 


Oreover conſidering the nature 
of this duty it ſelf, may be a 
great inducement and aid to the prac- 


: qualia, ſed qualis quis patiatur ; It is 
wo 'matter what, but how diſpoſed a 
man ſuffereth : the chief miſchief any 
adverſity can doe us is to render us 
diſcontent, in that conſiſteth all the 


ſting, 
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ſting, and "all the 'venome thereof ; 


which thereby being voided, adverſi- 
ty can ſighifie nothing prejudicial, or 
noxious 'to us ; all diſtra&ion, all di- 
ſtemper, all diſturbance from it is by 
the antidote of  contentedneſs preyen- 
ted 'or correfted. He that hath his 


deſires moderated to a temper ſutable};- 


with his condition, that hath his paſ- 


ſions compoſed and ſettled agreeably} 
to his circumſtances, what can make 


any grievous impreſſion on him, or 


render him any-wife miſerable ?' He} 


that taketh' himſelf to have enough! 
. -what doth' he need ? he that is well-: 
pleaſed to be as he is, how can he bei 
better 2 what can the largeſt wealth, 
or higheſt proſperity in 


Ta) 
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the world yield more, or Cui cn  panpertat bend 
ves ; 


conventt , 


better than fatisfa&tion of a 


e 


eft.. Ser 


mind ? he that hath this 
moſt eſſential ingredient 
of felicity, is -he not thence 
in effte& moſt fortunate? 
is not at leaſt his conditi- 
on as good as that of the 
moſt proſperous ?' 


* fl ;& lon | 
unt cujuſquam nudict 
eſſe w7, qui jj nad £ 


 conſcienti4 ſua beati.” - Nulb 


beatiores ſunt , quam qui 
hoc ſunt quod valunt. Saly. 
de Gubern, Dez, t. 


2. ASgooddol fay?yeais itnot plain- 


ly muc 


better, than can ariſe merely 


from 
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_  fromany ſecular, proſperi- 

= 20 gn 2, qty? for ſatisfaction ſprin- 
7 xaxdy ms Tags ws | BUG from rational conſi- 
ame Y pee = val : deration, and vertuous diſ- 
lymp. Ep. 3 Vid. Þ+ 73+ j ; poſition of mind 1s indeed 
O5Nv © © dayndar * far more pretious, more 
1 weY 33 Gan noble and worthy, more 
 d1a96), ves folid and durable, more 
_ C—_ i Op ſweet and delectable, than 
Ep. _-. 74. Exif that which any poſſeſſion, 
— Eph FI 7 Þu7 MN or fruitioa of , worldly 
— goods can afford : The 
x Pets 3-4» y 5 Dank TERS, xai hovyis TVa- 
palG.s zncorruptibility (as St. Peter 

h) of a meek Jud quiet ſpirit 

\ 5s befare God of great price; before 

* Ged, that is, according to the moſt 

| upright and certain judgment it is the 

-. + ..  - + moſt pretious and valuable thing in 

Ecee par Deo the: workd : There is (the Philoſo Doher 
dignom Vir could fay) no fpettacle more worthy of 
mals God (or gratefull to him) thaw. a row 
-=y ne gallantly combating with lt for- 
tane. Not to. be diſcompoſed or di- 
_ ftempered in mind, not to fret or - 
- -whine, when all things flow proſpe- 
' rouſly and according to, our mind, is 
no great praiſe, no- ſign, of wiſedom, 
or argument of. goodneſs; it; cannot 
Te be 
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be reckoned an efie& of ſound judg- 


ment, or vertuous aftecion., but: a 


natural confequent of fuch a ſtate : 
But when there are evident occafions, 
and urgent temptations. to diſpleaſure, 
when preſent ſenſe and fancy do 


prompt and provoke to murmuring, 
then to be ſatisfied in our mind, then 


to keep our paſſions in order, then to 
maintain good humour, then to re- 
ſtrain our tongue from complaint, 
and to govern our demeanour ſweets 
ly, this is indeed honourable and 
handſome ; to ſee a worthy man ſu- 
ſtain croſſes, wants, diſgraces with e- 


quanimity and chearfulneſs is a moſt i 
goodly fight : ſuch a perſon to a ju-' 


dicious mind appeareth in a far more 
honourable and invidious ſtate, than 


any proſperous man : his vertue ſhi- 
ning in the dark is far more bright. 
and fair : this ( as St. Peter faith, in'1 


a like caſe) 2s thankworthy, if a man 
for. conſcience toward God ſuffereth 
grief; if, in our caſe (we may ſay at 
ter him) a man out of conſcientious 
deference to God's will, dath conten- 
_ undergo: adverſity, . this God: is 
ready to take for an I 
e) im» 


%* 


Pet. 2.19. 
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Homeſta res oft late pan- 4 himfelf, and will be diſpos 
as. Epic. | ra WW} 
OUR 385 N43 $469 n bled, in a manner to thant 
wdgoar jwhvor cdruut, Flim (or to. reward ;him) 
Cr 22 Yorit : thisindeed amoun- 
aicwy Ted oy 2wervie Jreth to a demonſtration 
—_ tndfoy 5% Is * that ſuch a perſon is trus 
V Tov TY TA YLprs Wo © . 
Chryſ. are. &. ly wiſe and really good : 
ſo is the ſatisfaction of a 
contented poor man more. worthy”: 
And it is: no-[leſs more. ſweet and 
comfortable, than that ;of ;any rich 
man, pleaſing himſelf in; his enjoy» 
ments : contentedneſls ſatisfieth the 
-3 mind of the'one, abundance doth one+ 
{ ly fatiate the appetites of the other x 
the former 1s immaterial and ſpright- 
ly, the: complacence of a. man ; the 
latter is. groſs :and dull; like 'the ſens 
ſuality ot a beaſt ; the delight of that 
ſinkerh deep into the heart, the plea» 
ſure. of this doth onely float in the 
outward ſenſes, or in the fancy ; one 
15.2 poſitive comfort, the other but a 
negative indolency in regard to the 
Jjarvek The poor good man's joy is 
i wholly his own, and home-born, a 
* lovely child of reaſon and vertue; 
the full rich man's pleaſure cometh 
from without, - and is thruſt con 
$2234, umn 
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him by impulſes of ſenſible objetts. 
Hence is the fatisfaftion of conten- 
ted adverſity far more conſtant, ſolid 
and durable, than that of proſperity ; 
it being the product of immutable 
reaſon abideth in the mind, and can- 
not eaſily be driven thence by any 
corporeal impreſſions, which imme- 
diately.cannot touch themind ; where- 
as the other, iſſuing from ſenſe, is ſub- 
je to all the changes; inducible from 
the reſtleſs commotions of outward 
cauſes affeting and altering ſenſe : 
whence the fatisfaftion proceeding 
from reaſon and vertue, the longer it 
ſtayeth the firmer and ſweeter it 
groweth, turning into habit, and 
working nature to an agreement with 
it ; whereas uſually the joys of wealth 
and proſperity do ſoon degenerate in- 


to faſtidiouſneſs, and terminate in bit- 
terneſs; being honey n the mouth, but Apoc. 10.10. 
ſoon becoming gal in the bowels. No- 19> 29: 20, 


thing indeed can affe& the mind with ſ E 


' a truer pleaſure, than the very con-* 


ſcience of diſcharging our duty to-) 
ward God in bearing hardſhip, impo-; 
ſed by his | gras willingly and; 
well. . We have therefore much rea-* 

| ſon 


162 


; of immediate ining good 
"excellent and more deſirable, than a- 
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ſon not onely to acquieſce in our | 
firaits by go: glad of them, fee- 

ng ney 11d us an opportunity 
off ly obtaining goods more 
ny projpeves or wealthy man can 
eaſ1 


y have, ſince they furniſh us with 
means of acquiring and exerciſing a 


_ vertue worth the moſt ample fartune; 


yea jultly bs to the beſt eſtate. 
in the world ; a vertye, which indeed 
doth not_onely render any condition 
tolerable, but ſweetneth any thing, 
yea ſanQtifieth all ſtates, and turneth 
all occurrences into bleſſings. 

z Even the ſenfible ſmart of ad- 
verſity is by contentedneſs ſomewhat 
tempered and caſed; the tiller and 
quieter we lie under it, the lefs we feel 
its violence and pungency : It 1s tum- 
bling and toſſing, that ſtirreth the ill 


| humours, and driveth them to the 


parts moſt weak, and apt to be affee- 
ted with them ; the rubbing of our 
ſores is that which enflameth and ex- 
aſperateth them : where the mind is 
calm, po the paſſions ſettled, the 
ain -of any grievance. is in compari- 

Ba kk acute, leſs ſenſible, 
ogy FT hence 
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4- Whence if others in our diſtreſs 
are uncharitable to us, refuſing the 
help they might, or ſhould afford to- 
ward the reſcuing us from it, or re- 
lieving us in it, we hereby may be 
charitable and great benefatours to 
our ſelves; we need no avodyxe 


163 


to be miniſtred from without, no ſuc- 


_ cour to come from any creature, if 
we would not be wanting to our 
ſelves, in hearkning to our own rea- 
ſon, and enjoying the conſolation 
which it affordeth. In not doi 
this, we are more uncharitable and 
cruel to our ſelves, than any ſpitetull 
enemy or treacherous friend can be; 
no man can ſo wrong or moleſt us, 
as we do our ſelves by admitting or 
foſtering diſcontent. 
- 5.. The contented bearing of our 
condition is alſo the moſt hopefull and 
ready means of bettering it, and df re- 
moving the preſſures we lie under. 
It is partly ſo in a natural way, as 
_ diſpoſing us to embrace and employ 
the advantages which occur condu- 
cible thereto; for as diſcontent blin- 
deth men fo that they cannot deſcry 
the ways of eſcape from evil, it dif- 
M 2 


piriteth 


164, 
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ſpiriteth and diſcourageth them from 
endeavouring to help themſelves, it 
depriveth them of many ſuccours and 
expedients, which occaſion would af- 
ford for their relief ;: ſo he that being 
| undiſturbed in his ſpirit hath his eyes 
' open, and his courage up, and all his 
| natural powers in order, will be al- 
' ways ready and able to doe his beſt, 
to a&t vigorouſly, to ſnatch any op- 


| portunity and employ, any means to- 


ward the freeing himſelf from what 
appeareth grievous to him. | 

Upon a ſupernatural accompt con- 
tent is yet more efficacious to the 


;fame purpoſe : for chearfull ſubmif- 


{ſion to God's will doth pleaſe him 
; much, doth ſtrongly move him to 
withdraw his affliting hand, doth ef- 

fectually induce him to advance us 

tinto a more comfortable ſtate : Of all 
'yertues there 1s none more acceptable 
: to God than patience. God will take 
it well at our hands if we do conten- 

tedly receive from his hand the worſt 
things : *tis a monſtrous thing not to- 

receive proſperity with grateful ſenſe, 

but it is heroical with the ſame mind 
to'receive things unpleaſant :- he _ 
| ON 
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doth ſo &nud3rze wiv ws avFewnd, 5 Chryl.Tim.s. 
pavimm) we pr Srog; he ſuffereth loſs P59: 

as a man, but is crowned as a lover's 

God, Beſides that it is an unreaſo- vi. Chryſ. 
nable thing to think of enjoying both #>e8.r- ) 
reſt and pleaſure here, and the re- * 
watdahereafter ; our conſolation here 

with Dzves, and our refreſhment here- 

after with Lazarus. 

Be humbled (faith S. Peter ) under 1 Per. 5.6. 

the mighty hand of God, that he may 

exalt you in due time (&» 9129, when 

it is opportune and feaſonable) and, 

Be humbled (faith S. Fames ) before Jam. g. 10, 
the Lord, and he will exalt you, and, 

When (faith Fob's friends) men are caſt Job 22. 29. 
down, then thou ſhalt ſay there is = __ Fs , 
ting up, and he will ſave the humble a 
perſon, God with favourable. pity) 
hearkeneth to the groans of them'* 

who are humbly contrite under his; _ 
hand, and reverently tremble at his Ita. 66. 2, 
word ; he reviveth the ſpirit of the $7 "5 
humble ; He is nigh to the broken of pa. 34. 18. 
heart, and ſaveth ſuch as are of a con- 51-17-147-3e 
trite ſpirit ; He healeth the broken in| | 
heart, aud bindeth up their wounds 

He proclaimeth /eſſedneſs to the poor ware. 5. 3, 4. 
tn ſpirit, and to thoſe that miurn, 

ET” M 3 be- 
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becauſe they ſhall find comfort and 

' mnercy ; all which declarations and. 

i ies are made concerning thoſe, 

4who bear adverſity with a fubmilſs 

'and contented mind ; and we ſec 

' them effeQually performed in the ca- 

' fes of Ahab, of the Nenivites auf Ne- 

: bachaduezzar, of Manaſſes, of Heze- 

| &zah, of David ; of all perſons men- 

| tioned in holy Scripture, upon whom 

* adverſities had fuch kindly operations. 

But diſcontent and impatience do of- 

fend God, and provoke him to conti- 

nue his judgments, yea. to encreaſe 

the load of them : to be ſullen and 
ſtubborn is the fure way to render 

© our condition worſe and more intole-. 

Job 9. 4 rable : for, who hath hardned m—_ 
againſt God and proſpered > The Pha- 

Jer. 2. 30. ? ravhs and Salts, —_ ſuch like perſons, 
+00 F who rather would break than bend, 
3-5. 26. 70 Who being diflatisfied with their con- 
dition choſe rather to lay hold on 
other imaginary fuccours, than to 
have recourſe to God's mercy and 
help ; thofe, who {like the refrata- 
ry Jjraclites) have been ſmitten tn 
vain as to any quiet ſabmifſion. or 
converſion unto God, what opal +4 
| ut 
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but planged themſelves deeper into 
wretchedneſs ? =: 

It is indeed to quell our haughty 
ſtomach, to check our froward hu-- 
mour, to curb our impetuous defires, 


- to calm our diſorderly paſſions, to 


ſuppreſs our fond admiration and ea- 
ger affetion toward theſe worldly 
things, in ſhort to work a contented 
mind in us, that God ever doth in- 
flict any hardſhips on us, that he crof- 
feth us in our projects, that he detai- 
neth us in any troubleſome ſtate ; 


untill this be atchieved, as it 1s not; 
expedient that we ſhould be eaſed, as 


felief would really be no bleſſing to 


us; ſo God ( except in anger and! 


Ju 
PE 


ted in a bad one: Having got this 


_ will no-wiſe grant or dif-! 


for him to doe it ; If therefore we do: 


' wiſh ever to be in a good caſe as to, 


this world, let us learn to be conten- | 


diſpoſition firmly rooted in our hearts, 
we are qualified for deliverance arid 


preferment ; nor will God fail in that 


dne feafon to perfor for us whar he 
fo- often hath declared and promiſed; 


_ his nature difpoſeth him, lis word} 


M4. 


Fs 


e it ; it would be a cruel mercy; 
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| hath engaged him to help and com- 


| fort us. 


| Theſe are the moſt proper induce- 


ments unto contentedneſs, which con» 


'Tidering (in the light of reaſon and 


| holy Scripture ) -the nature . of the. 


thing, ſuggeſted unto my meditation : 
there are beſide ſome other means 


adviſable, (ſome general, ſome"more 


; particular) which are very conducible 
to the produQtion of content, or -re- 

/ moving diſcontent ; which T ſhall 
touch, and then conclude. 


; xr. A conſtant endeavour to live 
well, and to maintain a good con- 


* ſcience: he that doeth this can hard- 
ly be diſmay or diſturb'd with any 
occurrence here ; this will yield a 
man ſo ample and firm a fatisfaction 
of mind, as will bear down the ſenſe 
_ of any incumbent evils; this will be- 
get ſuch hope in God, and fo good FA 
[Ln of his favour, as will ſup 
the want of all other things, _ wi 
ly fatisfie us, that we have no cauſe 
' fo be troubled with any thing here ; 
He that by conſcientious praQtice hath 
obtained fuch a hope is prepared a- 
gainſt all aſlaults of fortune with an 
' *  undaun> 


Ts? 
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undaunted: mind and force impregna- 
ble ; He wifl ( as the Pſalmiſt faith )}PAL 112.12. 
ot - be afraid of any evil tidings,: frt __ 
his heart is fixed truſting in the Lord.} 
Maintaining this will free us from all: 
anxious care, transferring 'it upon 
God ; it will breed a ſure confidence, 
that he will ever be: ready, to ſupply 
us with all things convenient, to pro- 
tect- and deliver us from all things 
hurefull; enſuring to us the effect ofy 
that promiſe, by the conſcience of ha-/ 
ving performed the condition thereof : 
Seek ye firſt the Kingdom of God and Mats. 6. 33, 
zts righteouſneſs, and all theſe things' 
ſhall be added unto you. | | 

This was that which ſupported the 
Apoſtles and kept them chearfull un- 
der all that heavy load of diſtrefles 
which lay upon them ; Our rejoycing x Cor. 1. 12. 
# this (could they ſay) the teſtimony * Pet. 3-16. 
of our conſcience, that in ſimplicity and ,,. - 
godly fincerity—— we have had our con- 
perſation in this world. 

"Tis the want of this beſt pleaſure, 
that both - rendreth the abſence of all; 
other pleaſures grievous, and their; ' 
preſence inſipid ; Had we a good con- 
. ſcience we could. not ſeem to want 
com- 
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comfort ; as we could not truly be 

_ unhappy, fo we could hardly be dil- 

content; without it no affluence of 

other things can ſuffice to content us. 

{le is an evil conſcience that giveth an 

edge to all other evils, and enableth 

! them ſorely to afflict us, which other- 

' wiſe would- but ſlightly touch us ; 

we become thence uncapable of com- 

fort, ſeeing'not onely things here up- 

bo earth to croſs- us, but heaven to 

' lowre upon us; finding no viſible ſuc- 

; COUr, and having no hope from the 

power inviſible ; yea having reaſon 

to be diſcouraged with the fear of 

God's diſpleaſure. As he that hath a 

powerfull enemy near, canntiot abide 

m peace, without anxious ſuſpicion 

.and fear; fo he that is at variance 

with the Almighty, who is ever at 

| hand, ready to croſs and puniſh him, 

| what quiet of mind can he enjoy ? 

| There is no peace to the wicked. 

i 2. The contemplation of our fu- 

| rure ſtate is a ſovereign medicine to 

: The.4.1$ work contentedneſs, and to cure diſ- 

FN" } content : as diſcontent eaſily doth. 

_ Cad The- - ſeiſe upon, and cleayeth faſt to fouls, 

. clam.) 8 which earneſtly do pore and dote up- 
on 
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on theſe preſent things, which have 

in them nothing Catisf or ſtable; 

ſo if we can raife our minds firmly to : 

believe, ſeriouſly to —_— and | 

worthily to prize the future ſtate and 

its concernments, we can hardly ever! 

be diſcontent in regard to theſe things. 

Conſidering heaven and its happineſs, 

how low and mean, how ſordid and 

vile, how unworthy of our careand our 

af&Qion will theſe inferiour thin gs ap- 

pear? how very unconcerned ſhall we 2 Cor. 7. 3t- 

ſee our ſelves to be in them, and how 

eaſily thence ſhall we be content to 

want them > What, ſhall any of us 

be then ready to fay, doth it concern 

me in what rank or garb I paſs my 

few days here 2 what conſiderable 1 in-} 

tereſt can 1 have in this uncertain and; 

ſtate? what is any loſs, any! 

diſgrace, any croſs in this world to! 

me, who am a citizen of heaven [ 

who have a capacity and hope of the) 

unmenſe riches, the incorruptible glo- 

ries, the perfet and endleſs joys o 

eternity ? This was that which iſtai- 

ned the holy 4pofties in all their di- 

ſtreſles ; For this cauſe (faith S. Paul) 2 Cor. 4. 16. 

we faint wot — while we look wot on © 57+ 
| the 
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the things which are ſeen, but on 
the things which are not ſeen, for the 
things which are ſeen are temporal, 
i but the things which are not ſeen are 

Rom. 8. 18.” eternal; and [reckon (faith; he again) 

that the ſufferings of this preſent life 

 yare wot worthy to be compared with 
| the glory which ſhall be revealed 

' 30 us. | 

Tf likewiſe we do with faith and 
ſeriouſneſs confider the diſmal ſtate 

' + below of thoſe, who are eternally ſe- 
j cluded from all joy and bliſs, who are 

; Irrecoverably condemned to utter 
: darkneſs, and the extremity of hor- 
{ rible pain, how tolerable, how plea- 
;ſant, how very happy will the mea- 
[neſt ſtate here appear to be? how 
vain a thing will it then ſeem to us 
to be to diſhke, or to be troubled with 
any worldly thing ; to accompt- any 
chance happening to us to be fad, or 
difaſtrous 2 What, ſhall we fay then 
each of us, is this ſame loſs to the 
loſs of my ſoul and all its comforts 

for ever 2 what 1s this want to the 
} perpetual want of heavenly bliſs 2 
- } what is this ſhort and faint-pain to 
+ the cruel pangs of endleſs remorſe, - 

tne 


the weeping and gnaſhing of teeth in 
outward darkneſs, to everlaſting bur- 
nings? | at 

Thus infinitely ſilly and petty muſt} 
all concernments of this life appear to« 
him, who is poſſeſſed with the belief 
and conſideration of matters relating 
to the future ſtate ; whence diſcon- 
tent in regard to them'can hardly find 
acceſs to his mind. 

. 3- Conſtant devotion is an excel-} 
lent inſtrument and guard of content,' 
an excellent remedy and fence againſt 
diſcontent. FR 

It is fuch in way of impetration, # 
procuring the removal, or alleviation 
of our croſſes : for God hath croaifedl 
that he will give good things to thoſe Marr. 9. 11. 
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'T 


Pfal. 145. 18. 


that ask him ; The Lord is nigh unto 5-45 
all. that call upon him in truth ; he will PA 6. 
fulbl the defire of them that fear him; "7-6: 
he alſo will hear their cry, and will 

fave them. The poor man crieth, and 

the Lord heareth him, and ſaveth him! 

out of all his troubles ; the holy Scrip-* 

ture is full of ſuch declarations and 
promiſes aſſuring us of ſuccour from 

our diſtrefles, upon our ſupplication 

-to God ; whence S. Paul thus advifeth 

19 againſt 
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Phil. 4- 7- . 3gainlt all ſalicitude : Be careful for 
e257 -_ wothing, but in every thing by prayer, 
86. 1, 
44-23, - | and ſu plication with thankſgiving, let 
your requeſts be made known to God : 
: And ( addeth fignifying the conſe- 
| quence of this praftice ) the peace of 
: God, which paſſeth all underſtanding, 
foal keep your hearts and minds 
he þ Feſus Chriſt. 
t likewiſe performeth the ſame " 
_ grace. and aid from God, 
which may enable and diſpoſe us to 
lidear all evils well, which is really 
{much better than a removal of them ; 
- ;for that hence they become wholſome 
[and profitable to us, and cauſes of pre- 
ſent good, and grounds of future re- 
2 Gor, 22+ 9. Ward ; thus when St. Pau! beſought 
God for deliverance from his thorn in 
x Car.10.43- the fleſh, the return to him was ; Ay 
grace is ſufficient for thee ; for my 
| ſferength is made perfett in weakneſs : 
it was a greater favour to recewe an 
;4mprovement of ſpiritual ſtxengrh, 
| occaſioned by that croſs, than to be 
{ quite freed from it. 
Devotion alſo hath immediately of 
it ſelf a ſpecial efficacy to, pr 
content. As in any difixeſs it is 8 
TS: great 
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great conſolation, that we can un 
recourſe to a good friend, that 'we 
may diſcharge our cares and our re- 
ſentments into his boſome ; that we 
may demand advice from him, and, 
if _y be, requeſt his ſuccour ; ſo 
much more it muſt be a great com- 
fort, that we can in our :need ap- 
proach to God, who is infinitely thef 
moſt faithfull, -the moſt afeionate, 
the moſt ſufficient friend that can be ;i 
always moſt ready, moſt willing! 
moſt able to dire& and to relieve us 2} 
he deſir ES, and delights, that in the? Pſal. 99. 2. 
day of our trouble we ſhould ſeek bim; z 27-8, 105. 4+ 
that we ſhould pour forth aur hearts ,<.m. 1. 16, 
before him, that we ſhould caft our Plal. 55-22. 
turthens, and our cares upon him; that A fy 
we ſhould upon all occaſions. implore 29.11. 3r. 3- 
his guidance and aid : And complying 4 49213949 
with Þ his deſires as we ſhall affuredly je [31 zl. * 
find a ſucceſsfull event of our devoti 
ons, ſo. we ſhall immediately enjo 

t comfort and pleafure in them. i 
The God of all conſolation doth e- 
ſpecially by this chanel convey his 
comforts into our hearts; his very; | 
Fain 6 (that preſence, in which the Pal. 16.12; 
Bſaimiſt ſaith there is fulneſs of 19, 2 
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doth mightily warm and chear us ; 
| is Holy Spirit doth in our religious 
| entercourſe with him infinuate a light- 

; ſome ſerenity of mind, doth kindle 
| ſweet - and kindly affeions , | doth 
| \ ſcatter the gloomy clouds of fadnels ; 
| prattiſing it -we ſhall be able 'to fay 

Plal. 94- 19- with the'P/almiſt, In the multitude of 
my thoughts within me th wy comforts es 

. dight my ſoul.” 

Y Humbly addreſſing our ſelves to 
God, and-reverently converſing with 
him doth compoſe our minds, and 

- .- > charm our paſſions, doth ſweeten'our 
:- - humour, doth refreſh and raiſe our 
. >: ſpirits, and ſo doth immediately breed 

i - .- and nouriſh contentedneſs. '- 

' -- _-, Ir alſo firengthneth our faith, and 

| 6 quickneth our hope in God, where: 

Ia.26.3.., by weare enabled to ſupport our pre- 

ſent evils, and peace of mind goth 

ſpring up within us. 

Tt enflameth our love unto God, wn 
| Plal. 93-26. ſenſe of his gratious illapſes, thence 
i 57: 10-234; rendring us willing to endure an 
, | want or pain for his ſake, or at his 

{ appointment. 
| Ir in fine doth miniſter a taviſhing 
delight, abundantly able to upp 


Serm. V. Of Contentment. 


the defeC&t of any other pleaſures, and 
to allay the ſmart of any pains what- 
ever ; rendring thereby the meaneſt 
eſtate more acceptable and pleaſant, 
than any proſperity without it can 
be. So that if we be truly devout we 
can hardly be diſcontent ; It is dif- 
coſting from God by a neglect of de- 
votion, or by a negligence therein, 
that doth expoſe us to the incurſions 
of worldly regret and ſorrow. 

Theſe are general remedies and du- 
ties both in this and all other regards 
neceſhry, theghich yet we may be 
induced to perform in contemplation 
of this happy fruit (contentedneſs) a- 
riſing from them. Farther 

4. It ſerveth toward production of 
contentedneſs to refle& much upon 
our imperfetion, unworthineſs and 


L 
5k 


guilt ; ſo as thereby to work in our 


hearts a lively ſenſe of. them, and. a 


hearty ſorrow for them; this will! 


divert our ſadneſs into its right cha- 
nel, this will drown our kſler grief 
by the influx of a greater. It is the 
nature of a greater apprehenſion or 
pain incumbent to extinguiſh in a 
manner, and ſwallow up the ſenſe of 


N a lef- 
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a leſſer, although in it ſelf grievous; as 

he that is under a fit of the ſtone doth 

{ſcarce feel a pang of, the gout ; he 

{that is aſſaulted by a wolt will not 

" regard the biting of a flea. Whereas 

, then of all evils and muſchiefs moral 

;evils are incomparably far the grea- 

;teſt, in nature the moſt ugly and a- 

|bominable, in conſequence the moſt 

{hurtfull and horrible ; ſeeing (in — 

_ ,. Chryſoeſtomes language 

- hrs fg pers fin, there is Nt0- 

ws why" 6 mole, $6 {thing grievous or terrible 

oo ORE *T1pr2> tamong huttne things ; not 

Chryſ. dye. #'« 7'. 6. poverty, mot ſickneſs, not 

Vid. ad Olymp. Ep. 13. diſgrace, not that which 
ad Theod. 1. 

| * ſeemeth the moſt extreme 

of all evils, death it ſelf ; thoſe being 

names onely. among ſuch as philoſophate, 

names of calamity, void of reality, but 

the real calamity this, to be at vari- 

j ance with God, and to doe that which 

idiſpleaſeth him ; ſeeing evidently ac- 

cording to juſt eſtimation no evil bea- 

reth any proportion to the evil of ſin, 

if we have a due ſenſe thereof, we 

can hardly be affeted with any 0- 

Fre] accident ; If we can keep. our 

minds intent upon -the heinous na- 

ture, 


Serm. V. Of Contentment. 


ture, and the lamentable ages. yoo 
ces of ſin, all other evils cannot but! 
ſeem exceedingly light and inconſide- 
rable ; we cannot but apprehend it a 
very filly and unhandfome thing to 
reſent or regard them : what (ſhall we 
then judge) is poverty in comparifon| 
to the want of a good conſcience 2? 
what 1s ſickneſs compared to diſtem-i/ 
per of mind, and decay of ſpiritual} 
ſtrength 2 what is any diſappointment; 
to the being defeated and overthrown | 
by temptation ? what any loſs to the} 
being deprived of God's love and fa-; 
vour ? what any diſgrace to the bein 
out of eſteem and reſpect with God 21 
what any unfaithfulneſs or inconſtan-: 
cy of friends to having deſerted or be-: 
trayed our own foul? what can any. 
danger ſignifie to that of eternal; 
miſery, incurred by offending God ' 
what preſſure can weigh againſt the! 
load of guilt, or what pain equal that! 
of ſtinging remorſe? in fine, what con- 
dition can be fo bad as that of a wret- 
ched ſinner ? any caſe furely is tole- 
rable, is defirable, is lovely and ſees 
1n compariſon to this : would to God} 
may a man in this caſe reaſonably ſay, 
N 2. that 
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_ that I were poor and forlorn as any 
beggar ; that I were coyered all over 
with botches and blains as any LZa- 
zar ; that I were bound to paſs my 
days in an hoſpital or a dungeon ; 
might I be chained to an oar, might 
I lie upon the rack, ſo I were clear 
and innocent : Such thoughts and af- 
tections if refle&ting on our ſinfull do- 
ings and ſtate do ſuggeſt and impreſs, 
what place can there be for refent- 
ment of other petty croſs ? 
Contrition alſo upon this ſcore is 
produdtive of a certain ſweetneſs and 
joy apt to quaſh or to allay all world- 
2 Cor. 7.10. ly prief: as it worketh a ſalutary re- 


'Vid. Chryl. 


ad Demet. oy Pertance not to be repented of, fo it 
ad Stelech. } therewith breedeth a fatisfa&tory com- 
Tom. Fort, which doth ever attend repen- 
tance: He that is very ſenſible of his 
guilt, cannot but conſequently much 
value the remedy. thereof, mercy ; 
and thenee earneſtly be moved to ſeek 
it; then in contemplation of divine 
goodneſs, and conſidering God's gra- 
tious promiſes, will be apt to conceive 
faith and hope, upon his imploring 
mercy , and refolution to amend ; 
} thence will ſpring up a chearfull fatis- 
Y faction, 
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faction, ſo poſſeſſing the heart, as tof 


expell or to exclude other dif pleaſures: 
a holy and a worldly fadnefs cannot 
well conſiſt together. 

5. Another good inſtrument of con- 
eine is ſedulous application ff 
our minds to honeſt employment. 
Honeſt ſtudies and cares divert our 
minds, and drive fad thoughts from 
them : they chear our ſpirits with 
wholſome food and pleafant entertain- 
ments; they yield good fruits, and a 
ſucceſs accompanied with fatisfaCtion, 
which will extinguiſh or temper diſ- 
content : while we are ſtudious or ac-y 
tive, diſcontent cannot eaſily creep in, 
and ſoon will be ſtifled, } 

Idleneſs is the great mother and the! 
nurſe of diſcontent; it layeth the mind 
open for melancholy conceits to en- 
ter ; it yieldeth harbour to them, and 
entertainment there ; it depriveth of 
all the remedies and allays which bu- 
ſineſs affordeth. 

Reciprocally diſcontent alſo beget-y 
teth idleneſs, and by it groweth:/ 
they are like ice and water, ariſing' Mater me 
each out of the other : we ſhould 
therefore not ſuffer any ſadneſs ſo to - 
| N 3 en- 


wg : & F 4B - 6 oy T- v. my Iv Lhe? 


nad} ad dDELIH ben bin; 49f 5 
3. des > Ep. 4 Wh ot, 


lth he & HCA, Ae Ae Ae A 
EF” py we - [I YE VVe T I 2 & M4 {1 » F £ 
WE PO "Wo « fs 

\ 


Eras HON 
,, OST TOS cry 1 
ne” 


182 


*Aza$3# content is good company. 


edipacs 
< Ul 
(7 TaWPts 


Of Contentment. Serm.'V. 
encroach upon us, as to hinder us 
from - attending to our bufineſs (the' 

+honeſt works and ſtudies of our cal- 

ling) for it thereby will grow ſtron- 


Fger and more hardly vincible. 


} 6. Alike expedient to remove dif- 
It not 


" onely ſometimes miniftreth advices 


and arguments for content, but rai- 
ſeth the drooping ſpirit, erecting it 
to a loving complaifance, drawing it 
out” towards others in expreſlions of 
kindneſs, and yielding delight in thofe 
which we receive from others, infec- 
ting us by a kind of contagion with 
g00d humour, and inſtilling pleaſant 
Hdea's into our fancy, agreeably di- 
verting us from fad and irkfome 
thoughts : diſcontent affe&teth retire- 
_ and ſolitude, as its element and 
*food ; good company partly. ſtarveth 
it by ſmothering ſad thoughts, py 
cureth it by exhilerating difcourſe. 
yo man hardly can feel diſpleaſure, 
while friendly converſation entertai- 
;neth him ; no man returneth from it 
wm ſome refreſhment and eaſe of 
'M1nU. 9545 


7. Has 


BGG? "> & ; wt 
a hs K-24 l v7 
ES ©. ” Vt p DLY-* 5 
js D 
hee Þ 22 Be 4% *\ » 
þ.4 


 Serm. V. Of Contentment. 

7. Having ' right and lowly cog 
ceits of our ſelves is a moſt ſure guar-? 
dian and-procurer of content : 'for an-! 
ſwerable to a man's judgment of him-; 
felf are his refentments of the dealing; 
he meeteth with” from God or man. 
He that thinks meanly as he ought of! 
himſelf, will not eaſily be offended at: 
any thing ; any thing, will he think,; 
's good enough for me ; I deſerve no-; 


/ 


thing - from God, I cannot deſerve; 
much of man ; it I have any compe-: 
tence of proviſion for my lite, any 
tolerable uſage, any reſpect, it is more. 
than my due, I am bound to be thank-, 
full : but he chat conceiteth highly 
(that is vainly) of himſelf , nothing 
will fatisfie him ; nothing, thinks he, 
is good enough for him, or anſwera- 
ble to his deſerts; no body can yield 
him ſufficient reſpeCt ; any ſmall neg- 
le& diſturbeth and enrageth him : he 
cannot endure that any man ſhould 
thwart his intereſt, ſhould croſs his 
humour, ſhould diſſent from his opi- 
nion ;KHence ſeeing the world will 
not eaſily be induced to conceit of 
him. as he doth of himſelf, nor to 
comply with his humours and pre- 
| N 4 tences, 
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tences, it is impoſſible that he ſhould 
be content. 
, 8. It-conduceth to this purpoſe to 
| contemplate and reſent the publick 
{ſtate of things, the intereſt of the 
| world, of our countrey, of God's 
| Church. The ſenſe of publick cala- 
mities will drown that of private, as 
unworthy to be conſidered or com- 
pared with them ; The ſenſe of pub- 
lick proſperity will allay that of par- 
ticular misfortune. How (will a wiſe 
and good man fay) can I deſire to 
proſper and flouriſh, while the State 
is in danger or diſtreſs? how can I 
grieve, ſeeing my countrey 1s in good 
condition ? is it juſt, is'it handſome 
| that I ſhould be a non-conformiſt ei- 
| ther in the publick ſorrow or joy 2 
f Indeed 
| g. All Hearty Charity doth great- 
Ty alleviate diſcontent. If we bear 
; ſuch a good-will to our neighbour as 
;to have a ſincere compaſſion of his 
; evils, and. complacence in his good, 
our caſe will not much affliahs. If 
we can appropriate and enjoy the pro- 
ſperity, the wealth, the reputation, 
of our neighbour, by delighting in 
them, 
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them, what can we want ; what can 
difpleaſe us ? If our heart is etlargedy 


in pity' for the misfortunes of others, 


it cannot be contracted with grict for: 
our own : ' our ſorrow, like water, be-" 
ing thus difluſed, cannot be ſo deep! 
bur it will be more fruitfull ; it will 
_ produce ſuch effe&ts as will comfort 
and pleaſe us ; It is a ſtingy ſelfiſhneſs 
which maketh us ſo very ſenſible of 
croſſes and fo uncapable of comfort. 


IO. Again, if we will attain [2 


tentment, we muſt take heed of fet-! 


ting our afte&tion upon any worldly} 
thing whatever, ſo as very highly to 


prize it, very paſſionately to affect it, - 


very eagerly to purſue it; ſo as to 
conceive our happineſs in any meaſure 
to hang on it or ſtick thereto : If 
there be any ſuch thing, we ſhall be 
diſappointed in the acquiſt, or the re- 
tention of it ; or we ſhall be diſfatis- 
fied in its enjoyment. 


So to adhere in affe&tion to any! 


_ thing is an adulterous diſloyalty to-: 
ward pur Maker and Beſt friend ;: 

from which it is expedient that we; 
ſhould be reclaimed ; whence God 

(in juſt anger, or in kind _— : 
| WI 
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will be apt to crofs us in our attempts 
to get it, or to deprive us of its poſ- 
ſeflion ; whence the difpleafure will 
follow, which always attendeth a ſe- 
paration from things we love. But if 
we be ſuffered to obtain or to retain 
it, we fhall ſoon find diſfatisfaQtion 
therein ; being either diſguſted with 
fome bitterneſs in it (fuch-as doth lark 
inevery ſenſible good) or being cloyed 


with its luſciouſneſs: it after a ſmall 
{enjoyment will become either diftaſt- 
ifull or inſipid. 


This, accordtng to continual ExXPe- 
rience, is the nature of all things, plea- 
ſant onely to fenſe or fancy, preſently 


zto ſatiate : no beauty can long pleaſe 
'the eye, no melody the ear, no deli- 


cacy the palate, no curioſity the fan- 
cy ; a litthe time doth waſte away, a 
{mall uſe doth wear out the pleaſure, 
which at firſt they afford : novelty 


! commendeth and ingratiateth them ; 


diſtance repreſenteth them fair and 
lovely ; the want or abſence of them 
rendreth them deſirable; but the pre- 
ſence of them dulleth their grace, the 
poſſeſſion of them deadneth the appe- 


tite to them, 


New 
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New objets with a gentle and 
gratefull rouch warble upon the cor- 
poreal organs, or excite the ſpirits in- 
to a pleaſant frick of motion ; but 
when uſe harh levigarted the organs, 
and made the way ſo ſmooth and ea- 


fie that the fpirits paſs without any 


ſtop, thoſe objects are no longer felt, 
or very faintly ; fo that the pleaſure 
ceaſeth: 

Onely thoſe things which reaſon 
(religious and found reaſon) doth ap- 
prove, do yteld a laſting ( undecay- 


ing, unalterable) ſatisfaction ; if we 
ſet our affe&ions on them, we cannot; 
fail of content : In feeking them we: 
_ cannot be difappointed, for God. 
(without any reſervation or excepti-: 
on) hath promifed to beftow them: 
upon thoſe who ſeriouſly and dili-i 


gently ſeek them : nor can we be dif- 
poſſeſſed of them ; God will not take 
then away, and they lie beyond the 
reach of any other hand : Having 
them ther! we cannot but fully and 
durably be fatisfied in the fruition of 
them ; the longer we have them the 
more we' ſhalt like them ; the more 
we taſte them the better we ſhall = 


r87 


_ 
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liſh them : time waſteth not, but im- 
proveth the ſenſe of their unfading 
beauty and indefeCtible ſweetneſs. 
II. It is of great influence toward 
contentedneſs with an earneſt and im- 
partial regard to contemplate things, 
{as they are in themſelves, deveſted of 
tragical appearances, in which they 
are wrapt by our own inconſiderate 
fancy, or which vulgar prejudices do 
; throw upon them : As all things, loo- 
* ked upon by the corporealeye through 
a miſt, do ſeem bigger than in reali- 
: ty they are, ſo to the eye of: our 
{ mind all things (both good and evil) 
: ſeem hugely enlarged, when viewed 
: through the foggs of our dusky ima- 
gination, or of popular conceit. If 
we will eſteem that very good, which 
with a gay appearance dazleth our 
imagination, or which the common 
admiration and applauſe of men re- 
commendeth, the moſt vain and. 
worthleſs, the moſt dangerous, the 
moſt miſchievous things often will 
appear ſuch ; and if we pleaſe to ac- 
compt thofe things greatly bad which 
look ugly or horridly'to imagination, 
- Which are defamed by the injudicious 
| part 
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part of men; or which men common- 
ly do loath, do fret at, do wail for, 
we {hall take the beſt, moſt innocent; 
moſt uſefull, moſt wholſome things 
for ſuch ; and accordingly theſe er- 
rours of our minds will be followed 
by a perverſe practice, productive of 
diſhtisfaQtion and diſpleaſure to us. 
No man ever will be ſatisfied, who 
values things according to the price 
which fancy ſetteth on them, or ac- 
cording to the rate they bear in the 
common market ; who diſtinguiſheth} 
not between good and famous, bad! 
and infamous ; who is affected accor- 
dingly with the want of thoſe things, 
which men call good, with the pre- 
ſence of thoſe, which they term bad. 
But if we judge of things as God 
declareth,. as impartial and Sonar 
reaſon di&tateth, as experience dili-/ 


4 


2 
k] 
# 


gently obſerved (by their fruits and } 


conſequences) diſcovereth them to be, 
we ſhall have little cauſe to be affec- 
ted by the want, or preſence of any 
ſuch thing which is wont to produce 

diſcontent. | 
12. We ſhould to this purpoſe take 
eſpecial care to ſearch out through our 
7” con- 


Sip7.! 
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condition, and pick thence the good 
[char ; is therein, making the beſt we 
'can of it, enjoying and improving it ; 
but what is inconvenient or offenGive 
| therein declining it, diminiſhing it, 
, cempering it ſo well as we may, al- 
ways forbearing to aggravate it. 
1 There are in nature divers ſ{imples, 
'which have in them ſome : part, or 
| ſome juice very noxious, which be- 
:1ng ſevered and caſt away, the reſt 
{ becometh wholſome food; neither in- 
: deed is there any thing in nature fo 
; Venomous, but that from it by art 
/and induſtry may be extracted ſome- 
i what medicinal, and of good. ule, 
. when duly applied ; ſo in moſt ap- 
\parent evils lieth incloſed much good, 
which if we carefully ſeparate (ca-_ 
ſting away the intermixed droſs and 


refuſe) we ſhall find benefit and tafte 


YL ant.. 


comfort thence ; there 15 nothing fo 
thoroughly bad, as being well orde- 
red, and opportunely miniſtred will 
not doe us much good : So it from po- 
tm we caſt away or bear quietly 
that which a little pincheth the ſenſe 
or grateth on the fancy, and enjoy 
the undiſtractedneſs of mind, the li- 
berty, 


berty, the leiſure, the health, the ſe-y 
curity from envy , obloquy, ſtrife, 
which it affordeth, how fatisfactory; 
may it become to us? The like con-* 
veniences are in diſgrace, difappoint- 

ment, and other ſuch evils, which 

being improved may endear them to 

us : Even fin it ſelf (the worſt of evils, 
the onely true evil) may yield great : 
benefits to us ; it may render us ſober 
and lowly in our own eyes, devout in 
imploring mercy, and thankfull to: 
God for it ; mercifull and charitable , 
toward others in our opinions and} 
cenſures ; more laborious in our good} 
practice, and watchfull over our ſteps: $ 
and if this deadly poiſon well admini- 

ſtred yieldeth effefts ſo exceedingly 

beneficial and falutary, what may 0- 

ther harmleſs ( though unhandſome, 

and unpleafant.) things doe, being 

Skilfully managed ? 

I3. It is a moſt effetual means of 
producing content, and curing diſcon- * 
tent, to rowſe and fortifie our faith in \ 
God, by with moſt ſerious attention* 
reflecting upon the arguments and 
experiments, which aſſure us concers-; 
ning God's particular providence _ 

all, 
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all, over us. Tr is really infidelity (in 


| whole, or in part, no faith, or a ſmall 


land weak faith) which is at the root 
[as of all ſin, ſo particularly of diſcon- 
Itent: for how is it poſlible, did we 
firmly believe, and with any meaſure 
' of attention conſider, that God taketh 
;care of us, that he tendereth our good, 
[that he is' ready at hand to ſuccour 

us, (how then, I fay, is it poſlible) 

that we ſhould fear any want, or grie- 

vouſly reſent any thing incident ? 


But we like St. Peter are oAyimsn, 


: of little faith, therefore we cannot 
iwalk on the ſea ; but in deſpair ſink 
down : ſometimes our faith is buried 
in oblivion or careleſneſs ; we forget, 
for mind not that there 1s a provi- 
dence ; but look on things as if they 
fell out caſually or fatally ; thence ex- 
pect no redreſs from heaven, ſo tum- 
ble into deſpair and diſconſolateneſs, 
fSometimes becauſe God doth not in 
'our time and our way relieve us or 
oratifie us we ſlip into profane doubt, 


- xqueſtioning in our hearts whether he 


{ doth indeed regard us, or whether a- 
-ny relief is to be expeCted from him ; 
not conſidering, that onely God can 
tell 
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etl when, ang how: 3t 1s elf go.proy 

ceed; that often it is not expedient3 


our wiſhes ſhould. be granted ;/ that} 


we are not. wiſe enough, or juſt e-; 


nough to appoint 'or chuſe for ourj . 
ſelves; that it is impoſſible. for, God?-... 


to gratifie every man ; that it, would" 
be a mad world, if God in his govern-| 
merit thereof ſhould fatisfie: all our 
_ 77 + 
. We forget how often God hath ſuc-: 
coured us in,our, needs and ſtraits, 
how continually he hath provided-for! 
us; how patiently and mercifully he! 
hath barn with us; what miracles of 


- - 


bounty and mercy he hath performed| 


- % 


in. our behalf; we are like. that diſ- 
truſtfull and inconſiderate - people, 


who .remembred not the hand of God, Pial. 18. 42. 


nor the day when he delivered them ; 
ts 
mercies ; but ſoon forgat his works, 
and waited not for his counſel; They 
forgat God their Saviour , who had 
done great things in Egypt, wondrous 
works in the land of Ham, and terrible 
things in the red Sea. 
"* From ſuch diſpoſitions in us our 
diſcontents do ſpring ; and we can- 
not 


. 
- + q 


not the multitude of his Pal. 106. 7, 
13, 2Is 
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not cure them, but by recolleC&ti 
jour = from huh BA et la opus ng 
» 22. IP ce; by akins off fuc Wic- 
ber ked dont a2 ſte ts: by fixing 
{our hearts td hopes * 0ii hith, W 0g” 
Pld. 93.26, "fone can help us ; No is our ſtreng} 
2741. 140+]. the ſtreny th 0 BY heart, of ohir 4 A 
bf our ſa vation 
phe N! (to coticlude) ſet us hum- 
bly ittiplore, that he in mercy would 
beſtow upon us grace to ſubmit in all 
things to his will, to acquieſce in all 
his diſpenſations, , Badly to embrace 
and u er, 20 whit er he alfotteth to 
- in ev condition, and for all 
events befal ng us heartily to wh | 
thank and bleſs hint : Even fo to the 
Ever Bleſſed God, oiir prations maker 
eu: eſcrver, be Poll 5 rendred all 
glory, thankſgiving and praiſe. Ames. 
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The Sixth NH if 


iP4 I. H.:25- 


Becanſe alſo Chriſt ſuffered for us, lea- 
ving us an. example, that ye fhould 
© his freps. 


'N theſe words two things appear 
eſpecially obſervable; a duty im- 
= plied (the duty of patience) and? 
a « realpn exprelled, which enfoecerh 
the practice of that dut (the example: 
of Geri ) We ſhall Zakir no more 


Prekice , or circumſtance ) firſt brief-, 
ly, in way of explication and direQi- 

on, touch the duty it ſelf, then w_ 
largely deſcribe, and urge the exam- 


i 
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The word patience hath » in com-. 


mon uſage, a double meaning, taken 
from the reſpe&t it hath unto two 
ſorts of objects, ſomewhat diflerent. 


js it refpectegh Tg ta nf to w 


ger, and revenge. by injuxies,for 
courteſies, it ſignifieth a diſpoſition of 
mind to bear them with charitable 
arg: ;_ 2s it relateth. to adverſities 
and croſſes 'difpoſed to'us by iprovi- 
dence, it importeth a. pious undergo- 
[17s and ſuſtaining them. That both 
theſe kinds of -patience may here be 
| underſtood, we may, conſulting and 


{conſidering the context , eaſily dif- 


cern: that which immediately prece- 
deth, If when ye doe well, and ſuffer 
for it , ye take it patiently, this u ac 
ceptable to God , relateth to good en- 
duranceof adverſity ; ; that which pre- 
ſently followeth, who when he was re- 
viled, reviled not again , when he ſa af< 
fered he” CLF not, referreth to 
meek confporting with provocations ; 
The Text therefore , as it looketh 
backward, doth recommend the pati- 
ence of. 3dverſi ities, as forward, the 
patience of contumelies.” But ſeein 


both theſe objeCts axe reducible to ohe 


more . 


P i 
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more general, comprizing both, that 
is, things ſeeming evil to us, or offen- 
ſive to our ſenſe, we may ſo explicate . 
the duty of patience , as to include 
them both. | 


Patience then is that vertue, which in, 


qualifieth us to bear all conditions , 
and all events, by God's diſpoſal inci- 
dent to us, with ſuch apprehenſions 
and perſuaſions of mind, ſuch diſpoſi- 
tions and affections of heart, ſuch ex- 
ternal deportments, and practices of 
| life as God requireth, and good reaſon 
direteth. Its nature will, I conceive, 
be underſtood beſt by conſidering the 
chief ats which it produceth, and : 
wherein eſpecially the practice there- | 
of conſiſteth ; the which briefly are 

theſe. & Oo. 
r.A thorough perſuaſion,that nothingf 
befalleth us by fate, or by chance, or* 
by the mere agency of interiour cauſes, 
but thatall proceedeth from thediſpen- 
fation, or with the allowance of God, 


( that , Afﬀiidtion doth not come forth joy ,.s, Y 


of the duſt, nor doth trouble ſpring out 


of the ground ; but that all, both good Lam, 3: 38s 


and evil proceedeth out of the mouth 
of. the moſt high) according as David + 
I = O 3 reflected, 
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reflected, when Shimei reviled him ; 

: Sam, 16, Let him ( faid the good King ) curſe, 

10. becauſe the Lord hath ſaid unto him , 

curſe David; and as Job, when he was 

ſpoiled of all his goods, acknowledg- 

Job 1. 21 ed, The Lord gave, and the Lord hath 
raken away. _— 

2. A firm belief, that all occurren- 

| ces (however adverſe, and croſs to 

{ our deſires ) are well conſiſtent with 

| the juſtice, wiſedom and goodneſs of 
:God; ſo that we cannot reaſonably 

*diſapprove, repine at, or complain of 
them ; but are bound 'and ready to 
my with the almift, that, 4/ bis 
al. 26. 10, PAEPS are mercy and truth; He isrigh- 
= teous in all "+ ponne and holy in all Js 
; works; to judge and ſay with Hezek:- 
i. ah, Good is the word of the Lord,which 
19. thog haſt ſpoken; to confeſs with Da- 
Pfal. 119.95. Vid unto him, 7 know, O Lord, that 
T- 1 Judgments are right ; and that thou 
in faithfulneſs haſt afflifted me. | 

3. A tull fatisfation of mind, that 

f all (even the moſt bitter, and fad'ac- 
Jam 3:1 [ure ) do ( according to God's 


y. 3-12-4purpoſe _) tend, and conduce to our 
Ret 12:5: toood ; acknowledging the truth of 


Rey. 3» 19» £ oh Res <p 
"- * © thoſe divine Aphoritmes ; Happy 4 
FF. p EY the | 
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| 


gainl ' his provigency which may 
Lord, Let not my will, but thine be Luc. 22. 42- 
one ; with good El:, Ut is the Lord , Sam. 3-18. 
Let him doe what ſeemeth him good ; — 
with David 5 Here 7 am , let him 2 Sam, I 5s 
doe to me as ſeemeth good to hin; ** 
yea even with Socrates , If ſo zt plea- 
feth God, ſo let it be, | 
_ . 5. Bearing adverlities calmly, chear- | 
fully and courageouſly ; ſo as not to* 
be diſcorpoſed with anger, or grict ; 
not to þe put out of humour, not to 
be dejetted or diſheartned; but in our 
diſpoſition of mind tg refemble the 
primitive Saints, who were as Ay- 2 Cor. 6.19, 
TEK , de *) yaigals , as gripved, 
But always rejoycing ; who took joyfyd- Heb. 10+ 34 
ty the ſpoiling of their goods, who ac- Jan 1, 
compted it all joy when they fef] into 
divers tribulations. pebens 
Tu Q 4 6. A 
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| 6, A hopefull confidence in God 

for the removal or eaſement of , our 

| afflictions, and for his gratious aid to 

{ ſupport them well ; agreeable to thoſe 

m_ that a man ſhould both hope, and wait 

quietly for the ſalvation of the Lord; 

' Phl.37.7. Reſt in the Lord, and wait patiently 

27-14 for him; wait on the Lord, be of good 

courage, .and he ſhall trengthen thine 

heart ; according to the pattern of 

_ = David, who, in ſuch a caſe, thus rou- 

Pal. 42. 5- | ſed and ſtaid himſelf: Why art thou 

caſt down, O my ſoul, and why art thou 

diſquieted within me? hope thou in 

God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him for the 

help of his countenance ; and after the 

holy Apoſtles, who in their moſt for- 

> Cor. 4.8. lorn eſtate could ſay, We are zroubled 

| '0# every fide, yet not diſtreſſed ; we are 

Petplexed, but not in deſpair ; perſecu- 

ted, but not forſaken ; caſt down, but 
ot deſtroyed. 

ring God's pleaſure, in our afflited 

_.{ſtate, without wearineſs, or irkſame 

*longings for alteration ; according to 

that oFrich of the Wiſeman 5 My on, 

Prov. 3-31. deſpiſe not the chaſtning of the Lords, 


| _ 7- A willingneſs to continue, du- 


good rules and precepts ? Ut is good 


weither | 


x 


} 
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neither be weary of . his correfion ; and 


that-of the Apoſtle, back'd with our 
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Lord's example ; Confidering him that yg, 12. 3, 


endured ſuch contradittion of finners 
againſt himſelf » leſt ye be weary, and 


aint 1n Your 17145, 


8. A lowly frame of mind. ( that! 


15, being ſober in our conceits of : our; 
ſelves, ſenſible of our unworthineſs,i 
and meanneſs, of our natural frailty, . 
penury,, . and wretchednefs ; of our. 
manifold defe&ts and miſcarriages ini 
practice being meek and gentle, ten- 
der and pliable in our temper, and 
frame of ſpirit ; being deeply aftect- 
ed with: reverence and dread toward 
the awfull nfajeſty, mighty power , 
perfect juſtice and ſanctity of - God ; 
.all this ) wrought by our adverſity 
effectually., according to its deſign , 
quelling our. haughty ſtomach , 1olt- 
ning. our hard hearts, mitigating our 
peeviſh humours ; according to Saint 


Peter's | injunction, Be humbled un- x ver. 5.6. 


der the mighty hand of God ; and God's 
own approbation joined with a gra- 
' tious: promiſe, 7o this man will 7 


look ; even to him that is of a poor and £2. 66. 3. 


 contrite ſpirit, and trembleth at my 
W or d. Pp Re- 
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, 9. Reſtraining our tongues from 
- all difcontentfall complaints, and mur- 
| murings all prophane , _, Fink 
| voury expreſſions, importing diſptca- 
; fare, or fiearifation in God's deal- 

| ings toward us, arguing deſperation 

or diftruſt in him ; fach as were thoſe 

of the impatient and incredulous #- 

Plal. 98. 19, rathites ; They ſpake againſt God, and 
20. ſaid, can God farniſh a table in the 
wilderneſs 2 behold he ſmote the rock, 

that the waters guſhed out, and the 

fireams overflowed ; can he give bread 

alfo, can he provide fleſh for his people ? 

Such as they uſed, of whom the Pro- 

Ia. 8. 21, phet faid— When they ſhall be hungry, 
they will fret themſelves, and curſe 

thetr King, and their God; fach as 

they were guilty of, whom St. Jude 

calleth yoyſuges , xa: prpulipuoiess , 

Jud. 16, mMurmarers, and querulous perſons (or 
| ſuch as found fault with their fot ) 
that which is Ryled, charging God . 


k 


? 


foolifhly ; for abſtaining from which | | 


( notwithſtanding the preffure of 
his moſt grievous calamities ) Fob is 
commended {( where 'tis faid, Foþ fin- 
fob 1. 22. #ed not, neither charged God fooliſhly) 
; that which the Prophet condemneth - 
as 
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as unreaſonable in that expoſtalation ; 
Wherefore doth 'the Irving man rcom- Lam. 3. 39. 
plain? Tn ſach caſes we thould fmo- 
ther our paſſions in a ſtill and fikent Pal. 37. 7. 
demeanour, as the P/almiſt adviſed, 4% 1% 44 
and as he practiſed himſelf: 7 was ral. 39. 9. 
dumb ( fairh he ) and opened not my 
mouth, becguſe it was thy doing. Yea 
contrariwyife patience rotirith 

10. Beffing and praifing God (that i 
1s, declaring our hearty fatisfaCtion in 
God's proceedings with us, acknow-# 
edging his wifedom Mu and 
'gaodnels therein, expreſſing a grate- 
tull ſenſe thereof 6; wha 6b 
beneficial to us ) in conformity to 
Fob , who , upon the loſs of all his 
comforts, did thus vent his mind: 
The Lord gave, and the Lord hath Job 1.21. 
taken away ; bleſſed be the name of the 
Lord. 

11. Abſtaining from all irregular] 
and unworthy courfes toward tlie re-| 
moval, or redrefs of our croſſes; chu- 
ſing rather to abide quietly under 
their "ng , than by any unwar- 
rantable means to relieve or relaxe 


our ſelyes ; contentedly wearing, ra- 
ther than violently breaking our yoke , Jer. 5. 5. 
or 
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Jer. 42+ 15+ 


3 Cor. 6. 9. 


x Pet. 4+ 19. 
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or burſting our bonds ; rather continu- 


ing poor, than ſtriving to enrich our 


ſelves by fraud or rapine; rather ly- 
ing under contempt, than by ſinfull 
or ſordid compliances attempting, to- 
g41n the favour and reſpect of men; 

rather embracing the meaneſt condi- 
tion, than labouring by any turbulent, 


unjuſt,or uncharitable practices toam- 
Plifie our eſtate ; rather enduring any 
Jnconvenience, or diſtreſs, than ſetting 


our faces toward Agypt, or having re- 
courſe to any ſuccour, which God dif- 
alloweth ;' according to what is impli- 
ed in that reprehenſion of St. Paul , 
Now. therefore it is utterly a fault as 
mong you , becauſe ye go to law one 
with another ; Why do ye not rather 
take wrong; why do ye not rather ſuf- 
fer your ſelves to be defrauded ? and 
in that advice of St. Peter; Let. them 
that ſuffer according tothe will of God, 
commit the keeping of their ſouls to 
him in well-doing, as unto a faitbfull 
creatour. 

12. A fair behaviour toward the 


inſtruments and abettors of our afflic-. 
i tion ; thoſe who brought us into it, 


or who detain us under it, by keep- 


108g 
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ing off relief, or ſparing to yield the 
ſuccour which we might expeCt; the. 
torbearing to expreſs any wrath or” 
diſpleaſure, to exerciſe any. revenge ,, 
to retain any grudge, or -enmity to, 
ward them; but rather eyen .upon 
that ſcore bearing good-will , and. 
ſhewing kindneſs unto. them ; unto, 
them, not onely as to our. brethren, 
whom according to the general law 
of charity we are bound to love, but 
as to the ſervants of God in this par- 


ticular caſe, or as to the inftruments' © © 


of his pleaſure .toward' us ; conſider-. 
ing that by maligniog or miſchiefing 
them, we do ſignifie 1]l refeatment of . 
God's dealings with us, and in effect 
through their ſides, do wound his- 
providence : thus did the pious King 
demean himſelf, when he was bitter- 


ly reproached, and curſed by Shimez ; 2 Sam. 16.7, 


not ſuffering (_upon this accompt ) 
any harm or requital to be offered to 
him; 'thus did the holy Apoſt/es, who 


being reviled did bleſs, being perſecu- » Cor. 4-12. 


ted did bear it, being defamed did ens 


treat; thus did our Lord deport him- . _ 


ſelf toward "his ſpitefull adverſaries , 


who being reviled did not revile again ; * Pet. 2.23 
"TY when *' * 


\ 
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when he ſuffered did not threaten, but- 
committed it to him that judgeth righ- 
reouſly. 

3. Particularly in regard to thoſe, 
| who by injurious agd © enlive uſage, 
© do provoke us ; patience importeth, 

1. That we be not haſtily, over- 

eaſily, not itnmoderately, not perti- 
naciouſly incenſed with anger toward, 
the ; according to thoſe divine pre- 
Jam. 1. 19. Cepts , ani aptioriſmes; Be ſlow to 
Keclcl- 7. 9- wrath ; Be not haſty in thy ſpirit to be 
Prov. 16. 32» _. CC OQELE 0 LOR | 
14, 17, 29. angry 3 for anger reſteth in the boſome 
Rom-12« 199 of fools. Give place to wrath ( that 
Eph. 4. 31, #15 remove it.) Let all bitterneſs, and 
6. wrath, and anger, and clamoar, and evil 
ſpeaking be put away from you, with al 
2 4 malice. Ceaſe from anger, let go diſ- 
 Plal. 37 8: 9Jeaſure, fret not thy ſelf any wiſe to 
doe evil. | 
2. That we do not in our hearts 


o 


| harbour any ifl-will, of ill-wiſhes, or 


2 
Coloſs. Zo 3. 
Matt. 5$- 21, 


children of thy people 5 but thou 186 
| | ove 
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love thy neighbour as thy ſelf ; and ac- 
cording tothat noble command of our 
Saviour'; Love your enemies, pray for war. 5. 44. 
them which deſpitefully. uſe you ; and Luc. 6. 27. 
perſecute you. _ | 
| 3- That 1n etfe& we,do. not exe- 
cute any revenge, or for requital doe 
any miſchief to them, either in word 
or deed ; but for their roprogaes EX7 
change Neffigs (or good words,and 
wiſhes ) for their outrages repay be- 
nefits, and good turns ; according,tg 
| thoſe Ergngeical rules ; Doe good #9 Matt. $- 44» - 
them that hate you, Bleſs them that 3% 
curſe you : Bleſs them. that perſecute rom. 12. 14. 
you, Leſs and curſe not : See that none 1 Thel. 5-15: 
render evil for evil : Be pitifull, be 1 Pet. 3. 9- 
courteous, not reudring evil for evil,or 
railing for railing, but contrariwife 


bleſſing : If thine enemy hunger, feed Prov-25: 21. 


” 


him; if be thirſt, gzve | him drink ; ROM. I 2+20» 


Say not 1 will doe to him as he hath Prov. 24- 29- 


done to me ; T will render to the may 
according ts his work : Say thou not / 
will recompence evil, but wait on the 
Lord, and he (hall ſave thee. | 
 .__ T4- In. fine, patience doth include} 
and prodyce a [general meekneſs ny 
kindack of afftectiqn, together withi 
an 


20, 22, 
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tan enlarged ſweetneſs, and pleaſant- 
neſs in converfation and carriage' to- 
ward all men'; implying, that, how 
hard ſoever our caſe, how ſorry or fad 
our condition is, we are not there- 
fore angry with the world, 'becauſe 
we do not thrive, or flouriſh i init; that 
we are not diſſatisfied, or diſguſted | 
with the proſperous eſtate, of other | 
men; that we are 'not become ſullen 
or froward toward any man, \becauſe | 
his fortune excelleth ours / but that 
Rom-12. "57 rather we do rejozce with” them that 
rejoice; 'we do find complacence, and 
Jecghr in their'good ſucceſs," ve bor: 
row fatisfa@tion"and' pkeiſitre from: 
|rheir enjoyments.” 
In theſe, andthe like a&s, the pra- 
Qice of this vertue ( a vertue,'which 
yall men; in this ſtate of inwhrd weak: 
 nefs, and outward: trouble ſhall 'have 
4auch need'and\ frequent" occaſion to 
exerciſe ) cotifiſteth; unto'which | prac- 
tice, even Phitloſophy, naturiÞreafon', 
Land: commiort ſenſe do fuggeſt' ma 7 
 inducements'; the tenour'bf our ho 
faith" and: religion do ſupply __ 
-and- better ;' bit 'nothing "can" more 
b clarly direQ; or:more powerfully ex- 
cite 


P mA. 
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cite thereto, than that admirable ex- 
ample, by which our Text doth en] 
force it: ſome principal of thoſe rati-* 
onal inducements we ſhall curſorily 
_ , then inſiſt upon this' exam- 
ple. | 

It will generally induce us to bear 
patiently alt things incident , if we 
conſider, That it 1s the natural right 
and prerogative of God to diſpoſe of: 
all things, to afſign our ſtation here ,: - 
and allot our portion. to us; whence” 
it is a moſt wrongfull inſolence in us, 
by complaining of our ſtate, to con- 
teſt his right, or impeach his manage- 
ment thereofz That we are obliged tof 
God's free bounty for numberleſs great] 
benefits and favours; whence it is vile 
ingratitude to be diſpleaſed for the 
want of.ſome leſſer inconveniences ; 
That God having undertaken, and pro-j 
miſed to ſupport and ſuccour us, it is? 
a heinous aftront to diſtruſt him, and, 
conſequently to be diſlatisfied with ' 
our condition ; That ſeeing God doth 
infinitely better underſtand what is! 
- good for us, than we can do; he is 
better affeted toward us, and more| | 
truly loveth us than we do our __ ; 
| | P E 
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he with an unqueſtionable right hath 
an uncontrollable power to diſpoſe of 
us, it is moſt reaſonable to acquieſce 

' 1n his choice of our ſtate ; That ſince 
we have no claim to ay good, or any 
pleaſure, and thence, in withholding 
' any, No wrong is done to us, 'tis un- 
juſt -and-frivolous to thureur, or 
grumble; ſince we are, by nature, 
God's ſervarits, it is-fit the appoint- 
ment of ouf. rank, our garb, our diet, 
all our accommodations, and employ- 
ments 4n his family, ſhould-be left en- 
tirely to his diſcretion and pleaſure ; 

| That we being grievous: finners, Jeſs 
than the leaſt of I meri- 

; tins nd ood, but rving fore pu- 
: hikmenrſotn him, it-15 per dren = 
ſhould be highly content and thank- 
full for any-thing on this ſide death 
and damnation; That our 'afflictions, 
[being the natural fruits and reſults of 
our choite, or voluntary mifcarriapes, 
it 1s reafonable we ſhould blame our 
ſelves rather than'pick quatrels with 
Providence for them. . That our con- 
{dition, be. it what-it wilh:cannot, 'be- 
1ing duly eſtimated, be:extremely bad, 
or inſupportably grievous; for 'that 
as 
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2s.no condition here is perfe&tly and 

purely gaod ( not deficient in fome 

accommodations, not blended with - . 

ſame tronbles )) ſo there is none, that 
-not 'its:conveniencies and com- 

forts ; for that it is our fond conceits, 

our. . frowand/ humours , our perverſe 

behaviours, which create the miſchiets 

adherent to any ſtate ;'for that alſo 

how forlogn ſoever our caſe is, we can- 

not fail, if we pleaſe, of a capacity to 

enjoy goods far more than counter- 

vailing all pofſible want of theſe goods, 

or preſence of theſe evils; we may 

have the uſeof our reaſon, a good con- 

ſcience, hope'in God, aſſurance of 

God's love and favour, abundance of 

ſpiritual bleſſings here, and a certain 

title to eternal glory and bliſs hereat- 

ter ; which if we can have, our con- 

dition cannot'be deemed uncomforta- 

ble. That indeed our adverſity is a ! 

thing very good and wholfome, very | 

profitable and deſirable, as a means of * 

breeding, improving and exerciſing 

che beſt: vertues, ' of preparing us tor, 

and entitling 'us to the beſt rewards. 

That our ſtate cannot ever be deſpe-} 

rate, our adverlity probably may _ 
| -- e 
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be hſting '{ there being no connexi- 
on between -the preſent and the fu- 

- ture, viciſſitudes being frequent, all 
things depending on the arbitrary dif- 
penſation of: God, who doth always 
pity us, and is apt to relieverus) That 

f however our aflliction'.wilt not out-' 

' live our ſelves, and certainly muſt 

: ſoon expire with our life.. ' That this 
world is not. a place of perſgt conve- 
nience, or pure delight ; we come not 

! hither to doe our. will, or enjoy our 
i pleaſure, we are not born to make 

: Jaws, or- pick our condition here; but 

i that trouble 1s natural and proper to 

Job 5.7 us (We are-born thereto, as the ſparks 

3 Cor-10-13* fy upwards.) No tribulation ſeiſeth 

us, but ſuch as is humane; whence tis 
reaſonable that we contentedly- bear 
the crofſes ſutable to our nature and 
; ſtate. That no adverſity 1s.in kind , 
{ or degree, peculiar to-us, but if we 
ſurvey the conditions of other men 
( of our brethren every where, of our 
neighbours all about us ,) and com- 
pare our caſe with theirs, we ſhall - 
find, that we have many conſorts, and 
aſſociates in adverſity, moſt as ill, ma- 
ny far worſe beſtead than our ſelves; 
whence 
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whence it muſt be a great fondneſs 
and_ perverſneſs to be diſpleaſed that 
we are-not exempted from, but expo- 
ſed to bear a ſhare in the common 
troubles and burthens of mankind. 
Thar it hath particularly been the oy 
of the beſt men ( perſons moſt ex- 
cellent in vertue, and moſt deep in 
God's favour) to ſuſtain adverlity ; 
and it therefore becometh us willing- 


ly and chearfully to accept it. That,in } 


fine, pattence it ſelf is the beſt remedy 
to eaſe us in, to reſcue us from adsi 
verſity; for it cannot much annoy 
us, if we bear it patiently , God will, 
in mercy, remove it, if we pleaſe him, 
by demeaning our ſelves well under 


it; but that impatience doth not at - 


all conduce to our relief, doth 1n- 
deed exaſperate , and augment our 
pain : Such conſiderations may induce 
us to a patience in general reſpecting 
all ſorts of evil. | 
There are alſo reaſons particularly } 
diſpoſing to- bear injuries and contu-: 
melies from. men calmly and meekly, * 
without immoderate wrath, ranco- 
rous hatred, or ſpitefull revenge to- 


ward them : Becauſe they do proceed? 
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from divine providence, diſpoſing or 
permitting them. (for the trial of our 
patience, the abaſing our - pride, the 


exerciſing, of ſome other vertues, or | 


for other good purpoſes ) to fall up- 

on us; Becauſe vindication of miſt, , 

| meanour committed againſt us doth 

{not appertain to us; we Aot being 
competent Judges of them, nor right- 

full executours of the puniſhments 

due to them ; God having reſerved to 

himſelf the right of deciſion , and 

Rom. 12.19, POWETr Of execution : Yengeance us 
Heb. 10. 30. mine, faith the Lord, T will repay 
Deut. 32-352 Z7. Becauſe we are obliged to inter- 
Vie. Tert. dpre charitably the actions of our 
pat. cap. 104} neighbour, ſuppoſing his miſcarriages 
to proceed from infirmiry, from miſ- 

take, or from ſome cauſe, which we 

ſhould be rather inclinable to excuſe, 

than to proſecute with hatred, or re- 

1 Venge.. Becauſe indeed, our neigh- 

i bours moſt culpable offences, as iſſuing 

; from diſtemper of mind, are more 
reaſonably the obje&s of compaſiion , 

and charity, than of anger, or ill-will. 

? Becauſe we are bound to forgive all 

: Injuries by the command of God, and 

in conformity to his example , who 


# 
Fl 


 paſſeth. 
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paſſeth by innumerable moſt hejnous 
offences eommitted againſt himſelf : 
Gratious is the Lord, and full of com- Pal. 145.8. 
paſſion, ſlow ta anger, and of great mer- 3* "5 
cy; long-ſuffering, and plenteous in 
mercy and truth ; ſo muſt we be alſo , 
if we will be like him, or pleaſe him. 
Becauſe we our ſelves, being ſubje& 
to incur the ſame faults in kind, or ? 
greater in value, do need much par- 
don, and ſhould thence be ready toal- 
low it unto others ; both in equity, 
and in gratitude toward God); left that 
1n the Goſpel be applied tous; O thos Matt. 18. 329 
wicked ſervant, I forgave thee all that 
debt , becauſe thou defiredſ® me ;; 
Shouldſt not thou alſo have had com- 
paſſion upon thy fellaw ſeruant, even as 
1 had pity on thee? Becauſe God hath 
made it a neceſſary candition of .our ; 
obtaining mercy ; promiſing us ta-* 
vour if we yield it, menacing us ex- 
tremity , if we refuſe it : /f. ye for- Matt. 6. 14+ 
zve mes their treſpaſſes, your heavens Becluſ. 8. 2. 
ly father will alſo forgive you; But if yu: 1935 
.ye forgive nat men their treſpaſſes , N7-NY 
either will. your father forgiue your 
treſpaſſes. Becauſe our neight our} 
. ſuſering by our revenge in any man- | 
| P 4 ner 
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jner ( in his body, intereſt, or repu- 
| tation ) doth not any-wiſe profit us, 
or - benefit our eſtate, but needleſly 
doth multiply and encreaſe the ſtock 
of miſchief in the world; yea com-. 
monly doth bring farther evil upon 
our ſelves, provoking him to go on 1n 
offending us, rendring him more im- 
placably bent againſt us, engaging us 
conſequently deeper in ſtrife and trou- 
: ble : Becauſe no wrong, no diſgrace , 
: No- prejudice we can receive from 
; men is.of much conſequence to us, if 
our mind be not diſforder'd if we. are 
free from thoſe bad paſſions , which 
really are the worſt evils that can be- 
{fall us. Becauſe, in fine, impatience it 
Let is inſignificant, and ineffetual to 
any good purpoſe; or -rather produ- 
Theres aus 'OEth 1ll effects ; Tt doth*not cure our 
circo quis * | . h 
ze ledir ut dy- WOUnd, 'or aflwage our (grief ; it re- 
teas , quia moveth no inconvenience, nor repal- 

.  frudtus leaden- | . 
tis in dolve. Yeth any damage we have received; . 
145; eft. Tert. but rather enflameth our diſtemper , 
- Fa and aggravateth our pain ; more real- 
incubabo, nan Iy 1ndeed moleſting and hurting us, 
avteby; fs | than the injury or diſcourteſie which 
7 ; cauſeth it: Thus briefly doth reafon 


ciſct non deft . | X - 
. derabo. To. *diRtate tous the praQtice of all patience. 
be as But 
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But the example propoſed by rheſ A” 
Apoſtle here, and otherwhere by Sainti ** * - 
Paul (' Let the ſame mind be im you , phy, ». 6. 
which was alſo in Chriſt Jeſus ——=(by 
the Apoſtle to the Hebrews ( Let us yeb.re. 1,2. 
run with patience the race that ts ſet 
before us, Looking unto Jeſus the au- 
thour and finiſher of our faith — ) by! 
our Lord himſelf (' Learn of me , for Mar. II. 29; 
T am meek and lowly ) that doth ini | 
a ' more lively manner expreſs how in 
ſuch caſes we ſhould deport our ſelves, 
and moſt ſtrongly engageth us tocom- 
ply with duties of this nature. Let = 
now therefore deſcribe it, and recom- 
mend it to your conſideration. 

The example of our Lord was in- Vid. Tertull. 
deed in this kind the moſt remarka- © — 
ble that ever was preſented, the moſt FL agb "4 
perfect that can be imagined: He 
was, above all expreſſion, a man of /or- b $3 3. 
rows and acquainted with grief ; he did 
undertake','as to perform the beſt 
works, ſo to endure the worſt acci- 
dents, to which humane nature 1s fub- 
je&t ; his whole life being no othe 
than one continual exerciſe of patt4. 
ence, and meekneſs, in all the parts 


and to the utmoſt degrees of _— 
It 
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It we trace the footſteps of his life, 
from the ſordid manger - the bloudy 
croſs, we: ſhall not be able to obſerve 
any matter of complacence, ſcarce any 
of comfort ( in refpe& to his natural 
or workdly ſtate) to have befallen 
him, 

His parentage was mean, to appear- 

ance,. and his birth, in all exteriour 

ke l circumſtances, deſpicable : 7s ot this 

Marc. 6. 3, | the Carpenter's Son ? were words of 

contempt and offence, upon all occa- 
ſions thrown upon him: 

His life was ſpent not onely in 
continual labour, and reſtleſs travel, 
but in hard poverty, yea in extreme 
penury, beneath the ſtate, not onely 
of the meaneſt men, but of the maſt 
Warr, 8. 20. ſhifting beaſts: 7he foxes have holes , 

and the birds of the air have neſts , 
but the Son of man hath uot where to 


| lay his head. 
Matt.21. 18, For his neceſſary ſuſtenance we find 
19, him often deſtitute of ordinary provi- 


rrogyt-rall ſion ( as when he ſought food from 
ve deſpexit, the barren fig-tree) often indebted for 
Tert. it to the courteſie, and ( as it were ;) 
alms of the vileſt people, of Pablicans 
ded Sinners : 10 3} yads inloyusr , 


be 
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he was ( as the: Apoſtle faith ) a beg-f Cor. 8. 9. 


gar for us. 

- Yet may we never perceive him a- 
ny-wiſe diſcontented with, or com- 
plaining of his condition ; not diſcou- 
raged, or depreſſed in ſpirit thereby , 

_ Not ſolicitouſly endeavouring any cor- 
reftion or change thereof ; but wil- 
lingly embracing it, heartily acquieſ- 
cing therein ; and, notwithſtanding 
all its inconveniencies, chearfully dif- 
charging his duties, vigorouſly purſu- | 
ing his main deſigns of procuring glo- 
ry to God, and benefit to men. 

Nor did he onely with content un-; 
dergo the incommodities of a poor: 
eſtate, but he was ſurrounded with 
continual dangers ; the moſt power-* 
full men of thoſe times ( enraged 
with envy, ambition, and avarice) de- 
ſperately maligning him ; and being 
. inceſlantly attentive upon all occaſi- 
-ons to moleſt, hurt and deſtroy him : 
The world ( as he faith himſelf, thatfjoh. 15. 18. 
is, .all the powerfull and formidable; | 
part of the world) hating me ; Yetdid 
not this any-wiſe diſmay, or diſtem- 
per him , nor cauſe him either to re- 
pine at his condition, or decline his 

= ty 
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duty. He utterly diſregarded" all 
their ſpitefull machinations, perſiſting 
immoveable in the proſecution' of his 

pious and charitable undertakings, 'to 
the admiration of thoſe who obſerved 

wu demeanour: 7s zot this he ( ſaid 

Joh. 7. 25+ *they) whom they ſeek to kill 2 but lo 
. | be ſpeaketh boldly. pts 

Luc. 4.30, He did indeed ſometimes oppor- 
Marr. 21. 27. tunely ſhun their fury, and prudently 
22.19 didelude their ſnares, but never went 
violently to repell them,or to execute 

any revenge for- them ; improving 

the wonderfull power he was endew- 

ed with, altogether -to the advantage 

of mankind, never to the bane or 

hurt of his malitious enemies. 

Senſible enough he was of the cauſe- 

leſs hatred they bare him ; ( 4puiorory 
Joh. 15. -5] pe Bugez, They, laid he, have hated 
me for nothing ; ) and of their extreme 
iogratitude ; yet never could he be 
- © provoked to reſent, or requite their 
dealing ; ſee how mildly he did expo- 

ſtulate the caſe with them; 7hen (faith 

Joh. 10. 31. St. Fohn ) the Fews took, up ſtones to 
flone him: Feſus anſwered them , Ma- 

| , good works have I ſhewed you'from 


_ 


my Patber , for which of thoſe do ye 
t (fone me ? Tg 
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To be extremely hated, and inhu- 

manely perſecuted without any fault 

committed , or juſt occaſion offered, 

is greatly incenſive of humane paſli- 

on; but for-the pureſt, and ſtrongeſt 

g00d-will, for the moſt unexprefſfible 

|  beneficence, to be recompenced with 

moſt virulent reproaches, moſt odious 

ſlanders, moſt outrageous miſuſages , 

How exceeding was that meeknels , 

which without any ſignification of re- 

gret, or diſguſt, could endure it 2 

Out 'of moſt tender charity, and ar- 

dent defire of their falvation, he in- wat 23. 37. 

ſtructed them, and inſtilled heavenly 

dodrine into their * minds , -what 

thanks, what reward did he receive 

_ for that great favour? to be reputed,? 

and reported an impoſtour : TA» Toy. 

0A , he ( faid they ) doth impoſe;Joh 9. 12. 

upon the people. EP 
He took occaſion to impart the 

great bleſſing of pardon for ſin to 

ſome of them, confirming his autho- 

rity of doing it by a miraculous work 

..of goodneſs ; How did they reſent 

ſuch an obligation ? by- accompting Marr. g. 3, 

"him a blaſphemer : Behold ( faith&*< 

Saint Matthew ) certain of the Scribes | 

| | ſaid 
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ſaid within themſelves, this man blaſ- 
phemeth : which moſt harſh and/yn- 
charitable cenſure of theirs he did not 
fiercely reprehend, but calmly: difcuſ- 
ſed, and refuted by a clear reaſoning ; 
Tl Er9yuciede Tome ov; Wherefore cons 
cezve ye evil in your hearts ; for whe+ 
ther ts eafter to ſay, thy fins are. for- 
given thee , or to ſay ariſe and walk? 
ig as: that is, Is it not credible that he, 
ravit, inſidi- WNO can perform the one, way: dif 
— <} penſe the other ? 
___ He freed them from moſt orievous 
diſeaſes, yea reſcued: them from: the 
greateſt miſchief poſſible in nature, be 
AA. to. 38. ing poſieſied by the unclean Fiend ; 

} How did 'they entertain this mighty 
benefit, by moſt horrible calumny ;ac- 
cuſing him of Sorcery, or conſpitacy 

Mate. 9-34 iwith the Devil tumaſeH > The Phart 
12, v8: . ſees ſaid, he caſteth out Dewils by the 
| Prince of the Devils ; yea thence at- 
tributing to him the very;name; amd 

Matt, 1025 title of the grand Devil :: If they.bave 
icalled the maſter of the : hauſe Beeke- 

bub , how mach more :( {ball 'they d6- 

b- fame ) them of his houſbald,> Vet this 

molt ynjurious defamation-he no other- 

wiſe rebuketh , than -by a mild; ;df- 

courſe, 
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Serm. VI. Of Patience. 
courſe, ſtron 
Kingdom ( faid he ) divided: againſt 
it ſelf is brought to deſolation<— and 
if Satan caſt out Satan, he is divided 
againſt himſelf ; how then ſhall. his 
Kingdom Rand? that is, the Devil bet- 
ter underſtands his intereſt, than-to 
afſit any man in diſpoſſeſſing himſelt. 

He did conſtantly labour | in re- 
claiming them from errour and fin, in 
converting them to God and good- 
neſs, -in propoſing - fair overtures of 
grace and mercy to them, in ſhewmg 


them by word and: practice the ſure - 


way 'to happineſs ; What iſſue was 
there of all his cate and pains 2 What 
but neglect, diſtruſt, diſappomtmear, 
rejection of himſelf, of what he ſaid , 
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y confuting'it; Every Matt. 12. 25. 


and what he did? ho hath believed {joh. 12 38. | 


our report, and'to whom hath the arme; 


of the Lord been'revealed was a my | 


phecy , abundantly verified by thei 
carriage toward:him. 
Theſe, and the-like uſages, which 
he perpetually did:encounter,'he con- 
Nantly recerved/ without, any paſſio- 
nate diſturbance of mind;any bitter 
reflexions upon that generation, any 
revengefull enterpriſes againſt them ; 
Ra yea 
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-  " Of Patience. Serm. VI. 
yea . requited 'them with continued 
earneſtneſs of hearty. deſires, and la- 
borious endeavours. tor their good. 
We. might- obſerve the ingratefull 
diſreſpeQs of this own Countrymen;, 
and kindred toward -him, which che 
paſſeth over without any grievous dif- 
dain; rather excuſing it, by noting 
that entertainment to have been no 
peculiar accident to himſelf, but uſu- 


Matr. 13. 57 


Luc. 4. L Py þ to all of like employment ; No Pre- 


phet ( (aid he) 7s acceptable in his 
E 0w# Countrey. 03.4 
Nom. ill; fal- We might alſo mention his patient 
tem civitati- ſyffering repulſes from ſtrangers; as 
ns vat when being refuſed- admittance into 
tratus eft.cum a Samaritane Village,” and his diſci- 
am 99% ples being incenſed with that rude dif- 
meloſo oppido courtelie, would have fire called down 
celeftes 12125 from heaven toconſume-thoſe churls, 
repreſent art N . 
wiſer, he ' reſtrained their -unadviſed wrath, 
Tert. and thus expreſſed hisadmirable meek- 
ineſs; The Son of man is not come to 
ideftroy mens. lives, but to ſave them. 
We [might likewiſe: remark his 


meek comporting- with the ſtupid 


Luc. 9. 53, 
$6. « 


F Luc. 9. 41. 
Matr. 17. 17, 


' Non peceato- Ciples, notwithſtanding ſo many preg- 


res, hon publi- . ? 
. canos aſperna- nant, and palpable inducements cont 


114 eft, Tert. nually 


LY 


and * perverſe incredulity of his dif- 
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nually exhibited for confirmation of 

their faith ;_ the which he no other- 

wiſe, than ſometime gently, admo- 

niſheth them of, ſaying, m7 SA 854, Matt. 8. 26. 
cayoms an ; Why are ye fearfull, O ye N ao 


little faith? cAryomie, m1 85ams; O 
thou. of ſmall faith , why didſt thou: 
7. -- 

What ſhould I inſiſt on theſe, al- - 
though very remarkable, inſtances ? 
ſince that one ſcene of his moſt grie-} 
vous (ſhall I ſay, or glorious ) paſli-} 
on doth repreſent unto us a perte&t,: 
and moſt lively image of the higheſt; 
patience and meeknelſs poſſible: of the | 
greateſt ſorrow that ever was or could ; 
be, yet of a patience ſurmounting it ;; 
of the extremeſt malice that ever was 
conceived, yet of a charity overſway-} 
ing it; of injury moſt intolerable , 
yetof a meeknels willingly and ſweet- 
ly bearing it 2. There may we obſerve 
the greateſt provocations from all 
hands to paſſionate animoſity of ſpi- 
rit, and intemperate heat of ſpeech , 
yet no diſcovery of the leaſt diforder- 
ly, angry, or revengefull thought, the 
leaſt raſh, bitter, or reproachfull word, 
but all undergone with cleareſt ſere- 


Q | nity 
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nity of mind, and ſweetneſs: of carri- 
age toward all perſons. 

To Judas,who betrayed him, How 
doth he addreſs himſelf ? Dath he uſe 

_ _ ſuch terms as the Man deſerved, ar 2s 
paſſion would have ſuggeſted, and rea- 
ſon would not have diſallowed 2 Did 
the ſay, Thou moſt perfidious any 
; thou monſter of iniquity and 1 
|titude ; ; thou deſperately wic - 
 wretch ; Poſt thou, prompted by 
; thy baſe coyetouſneſs, treacberouſly 
attempt to ruine thy gratious Mer, 
and beſt Friend ; thy moſt benign 
and bountifall Saviour 3 ? No, in ſtead 
* of ſuch Nope per language, he uſeth 
the mo! courteous and endea- 
Matt. 26. 5$ ring terms : Freigs, % @ 5 Triage ; 
Treks ( or companion ) Te what 
doſt thou come ? Or what is thy bufi- 
neſs here ? 2 tacite charitable warn- 
ing there is to refle&t upon his un- 
worthy and wicked aftian, but no- - 
thiog apparent of wrath ., or re- 
proach. 

From his own diſciples and fer- 
vants, who had beheld Fs many mi- 
raculous works, and were -indebted 
to him for the greateſt favours, he 


reaſo- 
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reaſonably might have expe&ted a 
moſt faithfull adherence, and moſt 
diligent attendance on him in that 
juneture ; yet he found them care- 
kf, and ſlothfull : What then? How 
did he take it > Was he angry, did he 
upbraid, did he ftorm at them? Did * 
he threaten to diſcard them 2 No ; he 
onely firſt gently admoniſheth them : 
What coulda -ye nor watch one hour _ 26. 40g 
me 2 then a little exciteth "them ,#5 
Watch and pray, that ye enter not 

into temptation : he withall ſuggeſt-' 
eth an excuſe-for their drowſineſs and: 
dullneſs ; The Spirit #s willing , but: 
the fleſh is weak ; in fine, he indul- 
geth to their weakneſs, letting them 
alone, and ſaying, xg.$9dkrre Aomay, | 
Slee on now and take your reſt. 

When he -forefaw they would be 
offended at his ( to appearance )- dif- 
aſtrous eſtate, and fearfully would de- 
ſert him, he yet expreſſed no indigna- Matt. 26. 31; 
tion againſt them, or decreafe' of af- 
tection toward them upon. that ſcore ; 
but fimply mentioneth it, as uncon- 
cerned in it , and not affected there- 
by. | Fg 


Q=z 3 
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And the. unworthy Apoſtacy : of. 


that- diſciple, whom he had eſpecially 
favoured arid dignified, he onely /did 
mildly forewarn him 'of;,, requiting it 
foreſeen by, the promiſe ofi his own 
effe&tual prayers tor;his; ſupport and 
Luc. 22, 61, recoVery;: and ; when St. Peter had 
committed that heinous fact, our good 


7 Tlerew. {Lord onely looked: on him with an 
_ - ,, .*eyeof charity and compaſſion; which 
- - more -efficaciouſlly | ſtruck him, than 


Joh. 18. 23+ 
Cypr. Epiſt. 
G5. 


'Ferly.- 


pJarion : if 1 have ſpoken evil , bear 
; wetneſs of the evil; if well, why ſms 


the moſt dreadfull threat, or ſharp 
reprehenfion could: have done ; Pezer 
thereupon went out, and wept bit- 
When the High-Prieſts officer, up- 
on no reaſonable occaſion, did inju- 
riouſly and jgnominioully ſtrike hirh, 
he returned onely this-mild expoſtu- 


' teſt thow me ? that is, I adviſe theeto 
proceed in a fair and legal way a- 
gainſt me, not to. deal thus boiſte- 
rouſly- and: wrongfully, .to thy own 
harm. + > + 
Even carefull and tender he was of 
thoſe, who. were the inſtruments: of 
his ſuffering ; he protefted them from 
EAR harm, 
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harm, who conducted him to execu- 

tion; as we. ſee-in the caſe of the 
High-Prieſts ſervant , whom ( witff Luc. 22. gr, 
more zeal, than wherewith he ev ©* 
regarded his own fafety ) he des 

tended from the fury of his Fre! 
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friend, and cured of the wounds re- 
__ in the way of perſecuting him- 
en. 
All his demeanour under that great 
trial was perfe&tly calm, not the leaſt 
regret , or. reluctancy of mind, the 
leaſt contradiction, or obloquy of 
ſpeech appearing therein ; ſaeh it 
was as became zthe lamb of God, who Fi 53+ Te 
was to take away the fins of the world, 
by a willing oblation of himſelf; 
ſuch as did exa&tly correſpond to the 
ancient Prophecies ; He was oppreſ, 
ſed, and he was afflifted, yet he open- ! 
ed not his mouth; he was brought as 
a Lamb to the ſlaughter , and as a | 
ſheep before the ſhearer is dumb , ſo: + 
he opened not his mouth ; and, 7 gave Ifa, 50. 6. + 
my back to the ſmiters, and my cheeks 
to them that plucked off the hair; I | 
hid not my face. from ſhame and ſpit- 


Q,3z Neither 
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.. Neither did the wrongfull ſlanders 
deviſed and alledged againſt him by 

borned min. nor the virulent 
invectives of the Prieſts, nor the bar- 
barous clamours of the people, nor 
the contemptuous ſpitting upon. him, 
and bufleting him, nor the cruel fcor- 


* gings, nor. the contumelious mocke- 


ries, nor all the bloudy tortures m- 
flicted- upon' him, wring from him 
one ſyllable importing any diſlatisfac- 
tion in his. caſe, any wrath conceived 
tor his miſuſages, any grudge or 1l[- 
will-in his mind toward his perſecu- 
tours ; but on the contrary, inſtead 


_ of hatred and revenge he declared the 


greateſt kindneſs and charity toward 
them, praying heartily to God, his 


Father for the' pardon. of theis fins, 


Inſtead of aggravating their crime and 


injury againſt him, he did in @ fort 


extenuate and. excuſe it, by confide- 
ration. of their ignorance and: miſtake; 


| Lak 23 364Lord, (faid he, in the height. of. his 


ufterings). forgive them, for they know 


ot what they doe. The life they ſo 


violently bereaved him of, he did wil- 
lingly mean to lay down for the ran- 
ſome of their lives ; the bloud they 
Cs as ſpilt 
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ſpit he wiſhed co be a falatary bal- 
ſame for their wounds and maladies ; 
he moft chearfully did offer himſelf} 
by them hands a facrifice for their | 
fences. - No ſihall part of his afflidti-!- 
ons was a ſenſe of their ſo grievouſly 
difpkaſing God, and pulling miſchief 
on their own heads, a forefight of his 
 kimd intentrons being fruftrated by 
their obftinate incredukty and impe- 
nitence, a reflexion. upon that inevi- 
table vengeancez which from the di- 
vine juftice would attend them ; this 
forefeen did work in him a diftaftfulf 
ſenſe, (more grievous thart what his 
own pain could produce) and drew 
from him: tears of compaſſion (fuch 
4s to refentrment of his own caſe could 


extort) for, When he was come near Luk 19.41- 


, ſaying ; O that thou hadſ#t Ruowa, eve 


he beheld the City, and wept over ol Ze 54 


thou, at teaft in this thy day, the thing 
which belong anto thy peace. | 

If ever he did exprefs any commo- 
tiorr of mind in reference to this mat- - 
ter, it was onely then when one of 
his friends, ont of a blind fondneſs of 
zfeQion did prefume to diffuade him 
Fom' undergoing theſe evils; then in- 
| Q4 deed 


deed being ſomewhat moved with in- 
Matt. 16. 23- dignation he ſaid to St. Peter, Get thee 
behind me, Satan, for thou art an of- 
ence unto me; for thou ſavoureſt not 
the things that be of God, but thoſe 
that be of men. b 2 
Neither was it out of a ſtupid in- 


Matt. 26, he did thus behave. himſelf ; for he 
m—_ 44. bad a moſt vigorous ſenſe of all thoſe 
Joh. 12.27. grievances, and a ſtrong (natural) a- 
Heb 2% verſation from undergoing them ;' as 
'* * thoſe dolorous agonies wherewith he 
ſtruggled ; thoſe deadly groans he ut- 

tered ; thoſe monſtrous lumps of bloud 

he ſwet out ; thoſe earneſt prayers he 

made to be freed from them, declare; 

but from a perfect ſubmiſſion to thedi- 

vine will, an entire command over his 

paſſions, an exceſſive charity toward 
mankind this patient and meek beha- 


lather hath grven me, ſhall I not drink 
Matt. 26. 3947t 2 O my Father, if it be poſſible, let 


Luk: 22+ 42* :þ;s cup paſs from me ; nevertheleſs 


£ 
Ty 


Joh. 10. 18. {wot as [ will, but as thou wilt 2 Let 
Ka mot my will, but thine be done. No 
i man taketh away my life, but I lay it 
down of my own accord ; 1 will give my 


fieſh 


ſenſibility or ſtubborn reſolution that 


Joh. 18.11 yjour did ſpring: The Cup which my 
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fleſh for the life of the world : So doth 
our Lord himſelt expreſs the' true 
grounds of his paſſion and his pati- 


ence. 
Such is the example 'of our Lord ; 1» 


the ſerious conſideration whereof hou ! 


can it otherwiſe than work patience ; 
and meekneſs'in us ; It He, that wast 
the Lord of glory (infinitely excellent © 
in dignity and vertue) did ſo readily 
embrace, did ſo contentedly endure 
ſuch extremities of penury, hardſhip, - 
diſgrace and pain, how can;we refuſe 
them or repine at-them 2 can we pre- 
tend to a better lot than he received, ! 
or preſume that God muſt deal better 
with us than he did with his own; 
deareſt Son 2 Can we be diſpleaſed at? 
a conformity to our Lord and Maſter?\,- 
Can we without ſhame affect to live 
more ſplendidly, or to fare more de-} 


 liciouſly than he choſe to doe ?: Shall | 


we fret or wail, becauſe our deſires 
are croſſed, our projets defeated, our 
intereſts any-wiſe prejudiced ; when- 
as his moſt earneſt deſires, and his 
molt painfull endeavours had ſo little 


of due and deſired ſucceſs : when, He 
-was.ever- ready, and had ſo conſtant 


 OCC2» 
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occaſion to ſay, Let wot my will be 
,done > Can we deſpiſe that flate of 

| meannefs and ſorrow which He from 
;the higheſt ſublimities of glory and 

— i beatitude was pleaſed to ſtoop unto ? 
Can we take our ſelves for the want 

of any preſent conveniences or cont- 
forts to be wretched:;, whenas the 
fountain of all happineſs was defti- 
tate of all ſuch things, -and fcarce did 
ever taſte any workdly pleaſure 2 Are 


Luk. 14- 27-zwe fit or worthy to' be his diſciples, if 


Fes" 10. 381 WE Will not rake up his croſs and fol- 

16. 24 +low him; if we will not go to his 

+School (that School wherein he is 

Heb. 5. 8. tad himfelf to have /earar obedience ) 

if we will not con that leflon which 

he fo foudly hath read' out, and 

tranfcribe that copy whiel he fo fair- 

ly hath ſet before us? Can we pre- 

tend to' thoſe great benefits, thoſe 

high privileges, thoſe 'rich and ex- 

cellent rewards, which he hath arrai- 

ned for us, and which he propofeth 

Heb. 2. 9,160. £O' Us, If we will not go on toward 

Phil. 2- 9. them in that way of patience which 
he hath trod 7 ? wy 

Heb, 12,2, Can we alſo, if we conffder him 

” that endured fuch contradiftion of fm- 


ers, 
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ers, be tranfported with any wrath- 
fall or revengefull paflion, upon any 
provocation from our brethren 2 Can 
we hope, or wiſh for better uſage 
from men than our Lord did ever 
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find > Can we. be much diſpleafed 2:im gravis 


with any man for thwarting our de- 


cauſa fit ho- 
minis Chri- 


ſires or intereſts, for diffenting from ftiani ſerum 
our conceits, for croſſing our hamours, ?*!? nolle cine 

| | prior paſſus ſit 
whenas he (to whom all reſpe& and Donne, &c. 


obfervance- was due) did meet with CyPr-# 55- 


ſo little regard or compliance in any 
way ; continually did encounter re- 
pulſes, difappointments , oppofitions 
trom the perverſe and ſpitefull world? 
Can we be very jealous of our credit, 
or furious when our imaginary ho- 
nour (honour, that we never really 
deferved, or can juſtly claim, being 


guilty of fo. many great faults and 


ſins) is touched with the leaft dil- 
gracefull reflexion, if we do well ob- 
ſerve and mind, that the moſt truſy, 
and indeed onely honourable perfo- 
nage. (onely honourable, becautfe one- 
ly innocent perſorr) that ever” was, 


had: his reputation aſperfed: by the | 


moſt odious reproaches, which' dee- 
peſt envy and malice could _— 
| Wits 
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without any grievous reſentment, 'or 
being ſolicitous otherwiſe to aſſert or 
clear it than by a conſtant ſilence ? 
Can we be exaſperated by every pet- 
ty aflront, (real or ſuppoſed) -when 
the moſt noble, moſt courteous, moſt 
obliging perſon that ever breathed up- 
on earth was treacherouſly expoſed 
to violence by his own ſervant, ſhame- 
fully deſerted by his own moſt belo- 
ved friends, deſpitefully treated by 
thoſe whom he never had offended, 
by thoſe upon whom he had heaped: 
the greateſt benefits, without expreſ-- 
fing any anger or diſpleaſure againſt 
them, but yielding many ſignal teſti- 
monies of tenderelt pity and love to- 
ward them > Can we ſce our Lord 
treated like a ſlave and a thief, with- 
out any diſturbance or commotion of 
heart ; and we vile wretches upon e- 
very ſlight occaſion ſwell with. fierce 
diſdain, pour forth reproachfull lan- 
guage, execute horrible miſchief up- 
on our brethren 2 He indeed was ſur- 
rounded with injuries and affronts ; 
every fin that ſince the foundation of 
{things hath been committed was an 


; pffence againſt him, and a bu 


rthen 
upon 
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upon him ; (God laid upon him the Ila. $3. 6. 
zniquitzes of us all) ſo many declared! 
enemies, ſo many rebels; ſo many 
perſecutours, ſo many murtherers he 
had as there have lived men- in the 
world; for every ſinner did 1n truth 
conſpire to his. affliction and de- 
ſtruction ; we all in effe&t did betray 
him, did accuſe him, did mock, did. 
ſcourge, did pierce and crucifie him ;. 
yet he forgave all offences, he died for” 
all perſons; while we. were yet ene- Rom. g. 6. 
mies, yet ſinners he died for us,. to re- pans 
ſcue us from death and miſery : And* 
ſhall we not then in imitation of him, 
for his dear fake, in gratitude, reſpect 
and obedience to him, be ready to 
bear the infirmities of our brethren, 
to forgive any ſmall wrongs or offen- 
ces from them ; whatever they doe Rependamus 
to us, to love them, and doe them {7 — 
what good we can? If fo admirable ns ipſe de- 
a pattern of patience and meekneſs ſo 7% _ 
immenſe cannot, what 1s there that 
can oblige or move us? I conclude 
with thoſe doxologies to our ſo pa- 


tient and meek Redeemer : 


Worthy 
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Apoc. 5. 12, Worthy is the Lamb that was ſlain, 
> - to receive power, and riches, and wiſe- 
dom, and firength, and honour, and 
glory, and bleſſing. Bleffing, and ho- 
nour , and glory, and power be unto 
him that fitteth upon the throne and 
to the Lamb for ever and ever. 
Apoc..1. 3s. Unto bim that loved us, and wafhed 
lus from our fins in his bloud, and hath 
made us Kings and Prieſts unto God 
{and his Father, to him be glory and 
' dominion for ever and ever. Amen. 
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The Seventh Sermon. 
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L UK. XXI. 42. 
Nevertheleſs let not my will, but thine Nats. 26. 39. 
be done. 


K"\HE great Controverſie, mana- 
ged with ſuch carneſtneſs and 
obſtinacy between God and 

Man, is this, whoſe will ſhall oy 

place, his or ours: Almighty God, 

by whoſe conſtant protection and 
| | great 
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great mercy We ſubſiſt, doth claim to 


practice, and diſpoſing our fortunes ; 
but we afte& to be our own maſters 
and carvers; not willingly admitting 
any: law, not patiently brooking any 


our fancy and pleafure : to make good 
his right, God bendeth all his forces, 
and applieth all proper means both of 
fweetneſs and ſeverity .{perſuading us 
by arguments, ſoliciting us by entrea- 
ties, alluring us by fair promiſes, ſca- 
ring us by fierce menaces, indulging 
ample benefits to , us, inflicting ſore 
corrections on us, working in us and 
jupon us by ſecret influences of grace, 
:by viſible diſpenſations of providence) 
yet ſo it 1s, that commonly nothing 
doth avail, our will oppoſing it ſelt 
with invincible reſolution and ftiff- 
neſs. 3 
; Here indeed the buſineſs pincheth ; 
herein as the chief worth; fo the main 


{fteth, in bending that iron finew; in 
bringing our proud hearts to ſtoop, 
, and our ſturdy humours to buckle, fo 
as to ſurrender and reſign our wills 
to 


himſelf the authority of regulating our 


condition, which doth not fort with ._ 


idifficulty of religious 'praCtice conſi- 
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to the juſt, the wiſe, the gratious will 
of our God, preſcribing our duty, and 
aſſigning our lot unto us. We may# 
accuſe our nature, but it 1s our plea-} 
ſife; we may pretend weakneſs, burnin 
it is wilfulneſs, which is the guilty" £32," 

4 T Cor. 0r.17. 
cauſe of our miſdemeanours ; for by 7m. s. or. 
God's help (which doth always pre- 43: 
vent our needs, and is never wanting 
to thoſe who ſeriouſly deſire it) we 
may be as good as we pleaſe, if we 
can pleaſe to be good; there is no- 
thing within us that can reſiſt, if our 
wills do yield themſelves up to duty :q . 
to conquer our reaſon is not hard; for' 
what reaſon of man can withſtand 
the infinite cogency of thoſe motives, 
which induce to obedience 2 What 
can'be more eaſie, than by a thouſand 
arguments, clear as day, to convince 
any man, that to croſs God's will is 
the greateſt abſurdity in the world, 
and that there is no madneſs compara- 
ble thereto ? . Nor is it difficult, if we Quodcungue 
reſolve upon it, to govern any other #7 imprrevi 
part or power of our nature ; for what{nz. Sen. de 
cannot we doe, if we are willing $7 2 12. 
what inclination cannot we check, 
what - appetite cannot we reſtrain, 
R what 
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What paſſion cannot we quell or mo- 


derate.z what faculty of our foul, or 
member of our body is not obſequious 
to. our. will 2 Even half the refolution 


with which we purſue vanity and fin, 
would. ſerve to engage us in the ways 
of wifedomn and vertue. 


_ Wherefore in- overcoming, our will 
the: ſires lieth ; this, is that. impreg- 


?nable fortreſs, which everlaſtingly 
{dotht hold out againſt all the batteries 
* of reaſonand of grace; which no force 


of perſuaſion, no allurement of favour, 
no. diſcouragement. of. texrour cat re- 


zduce.: this-puny, this-impotent thing 
fit is,, which. grappleth: with: Omnigo- 
itency,. and often in a manner baffleth 


it: And no wonder; for that God 
doth not. intend to overpower our 
wall,. or -to make any. violent impref- 
fion: on it,, but onely to draw zt (as it 
13 inthe Prophet.) with the cords of a 


man, or by rational. inducements' to 


win its conſent and compliance ; our 
ſervice. is. not ſo. conſiderable to him, 
that he ſhould extort it from us; nor 
dath: he, value our happineſs at ſo low 
a- rate, as: to. obtrude 1t on us. His 
victory. indeed- were no true victory 

over 
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over us; if he ſhould gain it by main 
force, or without the concurrence of 
otr wilt ; our works not being out 
works; if they do tiot iffue from! out 
will; and our will not being out will, 


if it be not free; to compelt it were} 
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to deftfroy it, together with all the 
worth of our vertue and qbedience : 
wherefore- the Almighty 
doth ſuffer himfelf to be 
withftood, and beareth re- 
pulſes from us ; nor com- 
monly doth he maſter our 
will otherwife, than by its 
own fpontaneous converſion and fub- 
miffion to him: if ever we be con- 
quer'd, as we ſhall ſhare in the bene- 


'Eme? Tere 


—_—— 
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fit, and wear a crown; ſo we muſty 
join in the-combar, and partake of the! 


vidtory, by ſubduing our ſelves: we 


maſt take the yoke uport as ; for God is} 


onely ferved by volunteers ; he ſum- 
moneth us by his Wotd, he attra&erh 
us by his Grace, but we muſt freely 

come anto hin.” | 
Oar wilt indeed of alt things is moſt 
our own; the onely gift, rhe moft 
proper facrifice we have to offer ; 
which therefote God doth chiefly de- 
R 2 lire, 
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ſire, doth moſt highly prize, doth 
moſt kindly accept from us. Seeing 
then our duty chiefly moveth on this 
hinge, the free ſubmiſſion and reſig- 
nation of our will to the will of God; 
it is this praQtice, which our Lord 
(who came to guide us in the way to 
happineſs, not onely as a teacher by 
his word%and excellent doctrine, but 
has a leader, by his ations and perfect 
example) did eſpecially ſet before us ; 
as in the conſtant tenour of his life, 
 -.. * ſo particularly in that great exigency 
which occaſioned theſe words, where- 
in, renouncing and deprecating his 
owe will, he did expreſs an entire 
ſubmiſſion to God's will, a hearty 
complacence therein, and a ſerious 
deſire that it might take place. 
For the fuller underſtanding of 
which caſe, we may conſider, that 
our Lord, as partaker of our na- 
ſture, and, 7 all things (bating ſin) 
*Jike unto. us, had a natural humane 
'will, attended with ſenſes, appetites 
;and affections, apt from objects inci- 
dent to receive congruous 1mpreſflions 
' of pleaſure and pain; fo that what- 
ever is innocently gratefull and plea- 
fant 
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ſatttous, that he reliſh'd with delight, 
and thence did encline to embrace ; 
whatever is diſtaſtfull and afflictive 
to us, that he reſented with grief, 
and thence 'was moved to eſchew ; 
to' this probably he was liable in a} 
degree beyond our ordinary rate; for 
that in him nature was moſt perfect, | 
his complexion very delicate, his tem-1 
per exquiſitely ſound and fine; for ſo 
we find, that by how much any man's 
conſtitution is more ſound, by ſo much 
"he hath a ſmarter guſt of what is a-. 
greeable or offenſive to nature : If 
perhaps ſometimes infirmity of body, 
or diſtemper of ſoul (a ſavage ferity, 
a ſtupid dulneſs, a fondneſs of conceit, . 
or ſtiffneſs of humour, ſupported by 
*wild opinions, or vain hopes) ma 
keep men from being thus affected by 
ſenſible objects ; yet in him pure na- 
ture did work vigorouſly, with a clear 
apprehenſion and lively fenſe, accor- 
ding to the deſign of our maker, when 
Into our conſtitution he did implanty 
thoſe paſſive faculties diſpoſing ob-; 
jects to affe& them ſo and fo, for our! 
need and advantage: if this be dee- 


meed weakneſs, it is a weakneſs con 
| R Z nected 
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efted with our nature, which he 
'Ene x 3- Jtherewjth djd take, and with which 
FESwong (as the Apoſtle ſaith) he was encom- 
Heb. $5. 2, 


ipaſſed. * Such a will oyr Lord had 
and it was requiſite that he ſhqyld 
'have jt; that he thence might-be qua- 
lified to diſcharge the principal in- 
ſtances of obedience, for procuring 
God's favour to us, and for jetting an 
exact pattern before us ; for Gad um- 
. poſing on him duties to perform, and 
diſpenſing accidents to endure, very 
croſs to that natural will, in his com- 
pliance, and acquieſcence thereto, his 
obedience was thoroughly tried ; his 
vertue did ſhine moſt brightly ; there- 
fore (as the Apo/tle ſaith) & was 7u 
all points tempted ; thence, as to me- 
ritorious capacity, and exemplary in- 
fluence, he was perfefted through ſuf- 
* fering. 
Hence was the whole courſe of his 
life and converſation among men, ſo 
_ deſigned, ſo modelled, as ta be one 
forng exerciſe of thwarting that 


Heb. 4. 15. 
20 IO, 18. 


{humane will, and cloſing with the 


Heb. ro. 9. {D1VInE pleaſure: it was predidted of 


Pal. 40. 7. {him, Lo I come to doe thy will, O God; 
Joh. 6. 38. 
LY ZO» 4» 34 


and of himſelf. he affirm'd, 7 came 


down 


Serm. VII. the Divine Will. 


down from heaven not to doe my m_ 
will, but the will of him that ſent me; 
whereas therefore ſuch a praQice is 
little feen in atchieving eaſie matters, 
or in admitting pleaſant occurrences ; 
it was order'd tor him, that he ſhould 
encounter the rougheſt difficulties, 
and be engaged in circumſtances, moſt 
harſh to natural apprehenſion and ap- 
petite; ſo that if we trace the foot-y 
ſteps of his life from the ſordid man-; 
- ger to the bloudy croſs, we can hard-; 
iy mark any thing to have befallen' 
him apt to ſatisfie the will of nature. 
Nature liketh reſpe&,- and loatheth 
contempt ; therefore was he born of 
mean parentage, and in a moſt home- 
ly condition ; therefore did he live in 


no garb, did aſſume no office, did 


exercife no power, did meddfe in no 
affirs, which procure to men conſi- 


deration and regard; therefore an im-4 
poſtour, a blaſphemer, a forcerer, a' 
Jooſe compariion, a ſedittouts mcendra-: 


ry were the titles of hononr, and the: 
elogies of praiſe conferred on him ;* 
therefore was he expoſed to the Taſh of 
every flanderous, every feurrifous, eve- 
ry petulant and ungoverned tongue. 
2 - - "Ry RY 
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Nature doth affe& the good opini- 
on, and good will of men, eſpecially 
when due in gratefull return for great 


courteſie and: beneficence ; nor doth 
any thing more grate thereon, than 
abuſe of kindneſs ; therefore, could 
he (the world's great friend and be- 


Job. s. 18, # nefactour) ſay, the world hateth me ; 


Joh, IO. 3Is 


Fh. 13. 18.: 


therefore were thoſe, whom he, with 
ſo much charity and bounty had in- 
ſtructed, had fed, had cured of dif- 
eaſes (both corporal and ſpiritual) fo 
ready to clamour, and. commit. out- 
rage upon him ; therefore could he 


,thus expoſtulate , Many good works 
j Have T ſhewed you from my father, for 
*which of thoſe works do. ye ſtone me 2? 


therefore did his kindred ſlight him, 


therefore did his diſciples abandon him, 


therefore did the grand traitour iſſue 
from his own boſome ; therefore did 
' that whole Nation, which he chiefly 
: ſought and laboured to fave, conſpire 
' toperſecute him, with moſt rancorous 


ſpite and cruel miſuſage. - 
Nature loveth plentifull accommo- 


 dations, and abhorreth to be pinched 
with any want ; therefore was ex- 


Freme > Pranry appointed to. hum ; Nor 
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had no revenue, no eſtate, no "a 


livelyhood, not ſo much as a houſejMatt. 8. 20, 
17.25-21.19s 


where to lay his head, or a piece offj7725- 3. 


money to diſcharge the tax for it 
he owed his ordinary ſupport to alms, 
or voluntary beneficence; he was to: 
ſeek his food from a fig-tree on 7heiz Cor. 8. g. 
way ; and ſometimes was beholden} 
for it to the courteſie of Publicans;] 
I nuds troy, he was (faith Saint! 
Paul) a beggar for us. | 

Nature delighteth in eaſe, in quiet, 
in liberty ; therefore did he ſpend hs 
days in continual labour, ' in reſtleſs? 
travel, in endleſs vagrancy, going a- Joh. 4- 16. 
bout and doing good; ever haſtningt 4-23 
thither, whither the needs of men did as*.. 38. 
call, or their benefit invite ; thereforegPhil. 2 7. 
did he take on him the form of a ſer-Nak. 22 = 
vant, and was among his own fol- Marr. 21. 28. 
lowers as one that miniſtreth J there-b 
fore he pleaſed not himſelf, but ſuted' 
his demeanour to the ſtate and circum- 
ſtances of things, complied with-the 
manners and faſhions, comported with 
the humours and infirmities'of men. 

Nature coveteth good ſucceſs to 
its: deſign and: undertakings, hardly 
brooking to be difappointed and de- 
YO OW To teated 
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ſeated in them : therefore was he put 
tto water dry ſticks, and to waſh Ne- 


' groes ; that is, to inſtruct a moſt dull 


and ſtupid, to reform a moſt perverſe 
and ſtubborn generation ; therefore 
his ardent defires, his ſolicitous cares, 
* his painfull 'endeavours for the good 


; of men did obtain ſo little fruit ; had 


; indeed a contrary effec, rather aggra- 
| vating their ſins than removing them, 


* {rather hardning than turning their 


| hearts, rather plunging them deeper 
{into perdition, than reſcuing them 
from it : therefore ſo much in yain 


did he, in numberleſs miraculous 


works, diſplay his power and goad- 
neſs, convincing few, converting few- 


er by them; therefore although he 


taught with moſt powerfull authori- 
ty, with moſt charming gracefulneſs, 
with moſt convincing evidence, yet, 


 Luk- 4-22, {1be ( could he fay ) bath believed 


; = 18. our report > though he moſt earneftly 


did invite and allore men to him, of- 
fering the richeſt boons that heaven 


Joh. 5. 40- j ſelf could diſpenſe, yet, Te will not 


(was he forced to ſay) come unto me, 
ithat ye may be ſaved ; although with 
afliduous fervency of afteQtion he trove 
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not : 8x £9xMgzre, Your Will did not 
cQncur, your will did not ſubmit. 

- In fine, natural. will ſeeketh plea-yPlark 1. 13, 
ſure, and ſhunneth pain ; But whatif%i., «. 16. 
plealur e did he taſte ; what inclinatj-iJoh. 4. 6,31- 
on, What appetite, what ſenſe did hop: - _— 
gratifie } How did he feaſt, or revell#* © 
How, but in tedious faſtings, in fre-! 
quent hungers, by paſſing whole! 
nights jn prayer, and retirement for 
devotion upen the cold mountains 2 
What ſparts had he, what recreation Matt. 18. 12. 
did he take, but feeling inceffant 
gripes of compaſlian, and weariſome 
roving in queſt of the Joſt ſheep? In 
what conyerfation could he divert : 
himſelf, but among thoſe, whoſe dol- 
tiſh incapacity, and froward humour, 

did wring from - his patience thoſe 
words, Hew lowg ſhall 3 be with you, Mats. 15. 17: 
how loug ſpall I ſuffer you > What* 
muſiek did he hear > What but the 


rate 


ratings of clamorous” oblequy, and 


furious accuſations againſt him ? to 
be deſperately maligned, to be inſo- 


lently mocked, to be ſtyled a King, 
[or treated as a ſlave; to'be ſpit*on, 


ſto be buffered, to be ſcourged, to be 


drenched with gall, to be crowried 
wx thorns, to be nailed to a croſs':; 


theſe were the delights which our 


' Lord enjoyed, theſe the ſweet com- 


forts of his life, and the notable pto- 
ſperities of his fortune +'ſuch a porti- 


on was allotted to him, the which-he 


did accept from God's hand with all 


} patient ſubmiſſion, with perfect con- 
|tentedneſs, with exceeding alacrity, 


never repining at it, never complai- | 


_ of it, never flinching from it, 
or fainting 'under it ;- but proceeding 
on inthe performance of all his duty, 
and proſecution of his great deſigns, 
with undaunted courage, with 'un- 
:wearied- induſtry, with undiſturbed 
! tranquillity and ſatisfaction of mind. 
Had indeed his condition and for- 
tune been otherwiſe framed ; had he 
come into-the world qualified with a 
noble extra&tion ; had- he lived in a 
__— equipage, had he enjoyed a 
plen: 


| 
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plentifull eſtate and a fair reputation, 
had he-been favoured and carefſed by 
men ;. had he found a current of pro- 
ſperous ſucceſs, had ſafety , eaſe and 
pleaſure waited on him ; Where had 
been the pious reſignation of his will, 
where the pretious merit of his obe- 
dience, where the glorious luſtre of 
his example ? how then had our frail- 
ty.in him become victorious over all 
its enemies; how had he triumphed 
over the ſolicitations and allurements 
of the fleſh ; ,over the frowns and flat- 
teries of the world ; over the malice 


and fury of hell ; how then could het 


have ſo demonſtrated his immenſe 
_ charity- toward us, ,or laid ſo mighty ! 
obligations upon us ? 

Such in general was the caſe, and 
ſuch the deportment of our Lord ;; 
but there was ſomewhat peculiar and! 
beyond all this occurring to him, 
which drew forth the words of our 
Text : God had tempered 'for him a; 


potion of all the moſt bitter and loath- ' 
ſome ingredients that could be; a 


bz) 


drop whereof no man ever hath, or; 


could endure to ſip; for he was not! 


onely to undergo whatever load hu- © 


mane 
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nious diſgrace, and grievous pain ; 
bur to feet diſmal agonies of Spirit, 
and thoſe wkaown ſufferings , whitch 
| God atone could infk&, God onely 
could ſuſtain: Behold; ard ſee, he 


| might well ſay, zf there be any ſorrow 
i ikg unto my ſorrow; whith is done an- 
120 me; wherewith the Lord hath af- 
| fttted me in the day of his fierce aw- 
ger 2 He was to labour with pings of 
charity, and throwgh his heart to be 
pierced with deepeſt commuſeration 
of our wretched cafe: he was to 
. crotch under the burthen of all the 
fins ( the numberleſs moſt heinous 
fins and abominafions)) ever com- 
mitted by mankind : he was to paſs 
through the hotteſt furnace of divine 
Vengeance, and by his bloud to quench 
the wrath of Heaven flaming out a- 
gainſt iniquity ; he was to ſtand (as 
it were) before the mouth of Hell, 
belching fire and brimſtone of his 
face: his grief was to ſupply the de- 
fets of our remorfe, and his fuffe- 
| ring in' thoſe few moments to coun- 
| rervail the eternal torments due to ts: 
| He was to bear the hiding of _ 
ace, 


—_ 
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face, and an eclipſe of that favourabley 


aſpect in which all blifs doth reſide ;; 
a caſe which he that fo perfe&ly un-! 
derſtood, could not but infmitely re-i 
ſent : theſe things with the cleareſt 
apprehenſion he ſaw coming ori him ; 
and no wonder that our nature ſtar- 
ted at fo ghaſtly a fight ; or that hu- 
mane inſtin& ſhould dictate that pe- 


tition, Father if thou wilt, let this\ 
cup paſs from me ; words implying his 


moft real participation of our mfir- 
 mity ; words denoting the height of 
thoſe fad evils which encompaſſed 
him with his lively and lowly reſent- 

ment of them ; words informing us, 
how we ſhould entertain God's cha- 
Ktifements, and whence we muft ſeek 
relief of our preſſures (that we ſhould: 
_ receive them, not with a ſcornfull 
negle&t or fſulſen infenſibility , but 
with a meek contrition of foul ; that 
we ſhould entirely depend on God's 
pleaſure for ſupport under them, or a 
releaſement from them) words which, 
in conjunction with thoſe following, 
do ſhew how inſtantly we ſhould 
quaſh and over-rule any infurre&tion 
of natural deſire againſt the command 
or 
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| or providence of God. We muſt not 
take that prayer to ſignifie any pur- 

poſe in our Lord to ſhift off his paſ- 

ſion, or any wavering 1n reſolution 

z2bout it ; for he could not any-wiſe 

{mean to undoe that, which he knew 

;done with God before the world's 
Houndation ; he would not unſettle 
that, which was by his own free un- 
| tdertaking, and irreverſible decree 3 
Enzwis He that fo often with ſatisfaction did 
CO ;4foretell this event, who with ſo ear- 
ineſt defire longed for its approach ; 

:who with that ſharpneſs of indignati- 

on did rebuke his triend offering to 

Wivert him from it; who did again 

[repreſs St. Peter's animoſity with that 

Joh. 18. x1. jſerious expoſtulation, The cup which 
[ my Father hath given me, ſhall I not 

drink it 2 who had adviſedly laid ſuch 

'trains for its accompliſhment, would 

* he decline it > Could that heart all 
burning with. zeal for God and chari- 

ty to men admit the leaſt thought or 

motion of averſeneſs from drinking 

that cup, which was the Sovereign 
medicine adminiſtred by divine wiſe- 

dom for the recovery of God's Crea- 

Matt. 26. 53- tion? No; had he ſpake with ſuch 
intent, 
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intent, legions of Angels had flown 
to his reſcue ; that word, which fra-! 
med- the worlds, which tilled the: 
tempeſts, which eje&ted Devils, would 
immediately have ſcattered his ene- | 
mies, and daſhed all thejr projects a- : 
oainſt him ; wherefore thoſe words 
did not proceed from intention, but ; 
as from inſtin, and for inſtruftion ;! 
importing, that what our humane} 
frailty was apt to ſuggeſt, that his} 
divine vertue was more ready to 5 
ſmother ; neither did he vent the for- ; 
mer, but that he might expreſs the * 
latter. 

He did expreſs it in real effect ; 
immediately with all readineſs ad- 
dreſſing himſelt to receive that unſa- 
vory potion ; he reached out his hand 
for it, yielding fair opportunity and 
advantages to his perſecutours ; he 
lifted it up to his mouth, innocently 
provoking their eovy and malice, he 
drank it off with a moſt ſteady calm- 
neſs, and ſweet compoſure of mind, } 
with the filence, the ſimplicity, the 
meekneſs of a lamb, carried to the } 
flughter ; no fretfull thought riſing 
up, no angry word breaking forth, 


but— 
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but a clear patience, enhvened with a 
warm charity, ſhining in all his; be-. 
haviour, and through every circum- 

ſtance of his paſſion. 

: Such in his life, ſuch; at his death 
was the practice of our Lord ; in con- 
formity whereto we alſo readily ſhould 
undertake whatever God propoſeth, 
we gladly ſhould -accept whatever 

God oftereth, we vigorouſly ſhould 
: perform whatever God enjoineth, we 
(patiently ſhould undergo whatever 
: God impoſeth or inflifteth, how croſs 
i{oever any duty, any diſpenſation 
;may prove to our carnal ſenſe or hu- 
'\mour. 

To doe thus, the contemplation of 

this example may ſtrongly engage us : 
qfor if our Lord had not his will, can 

'we 1n reaſon expect, can we in mo- 

: deſty deſire to have ours ? muſt we be 

cockered and pleaſed in every thing, 
whenas he was treated ſo courlſely, 
and crofſed in all things 2 can we 
rec? at any kind of ſervice, or fuf- 
erance ; can we think much (for 

+ our trial, our exerciſe, our correCti- 

' on) to bear a little want, a little dif- 

; grace, a little pain, when the Son « 

” Go 
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God was put to diſcharge the hardeſt 
tasks, to endure the ſoreſt. adverſi- 
ties ? | 
But farther to enforce theſe duties, 
be pleafed to caſt a glance on two 
conſiderations. 1. What the will isf 
to' which, 2. Who the willer is to 
whom we muſt ſubmit. 
r.' What is the will of God > is it 
. any thing unjuſt, unworthy, or diſho- 
' nourable, any thing incommodious or 
hurtfull, any thing extremely difficult, 
or intolerably grievous that God re- 
quireth of us, to doe or bear? No: 
he willeth nothing from us, or to us, 
which doth not beſt become us, and! 
moſt behove us ; which is not atten-; 
ded with ſafety, with eaſe, with the: 
ſolideft profit, the faireſt reputation, 
and the ſweeteſt pleaſure. | 
Two. things he wilkth, that = 
| ſhould be good, and that we ſhould} 
be happy ; the firſt in order. to the* 
fecond, for that vertue is the certain 
way, and a neceſſary qualification to 
felicity. 
The will of God, ſaith St. Paul, wx Theſl. 4 3 
our ſanttification; what is that 2 what, 
but that the decays of our frame, and 
S 2 the 
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jthe defacements of God's image with- 
:in us ſhould be repaired ; that the fa- 
culties of our Soul ſhould be reſtored 
"to their original integrity and vigour ; 
that from moſt wretched ſlaveries we 
ſhould be tranſlated into a happy free- 
dom, yea, into a glorious kingdom ; 
that from deſpicable beggary and baſe- 
neſs we ſhould be advanced to ſub- 
ſtantial wealth, and ſublime dignity ; 
that we ſhould be cleanſed from the 
fouleſt defilements, and decked with 
the goodlieſt ornaments ; that we 
ſhould be cured of moſt loathfome 
diſeaſes, and ſettled' in a firm health 
of ſoul ; that we ſhould be delivered 
from thoſe brutiſh luſts, and thoſe de- 
viliſh paſſions, which create in us a 
hell of darkneſs, of confuſion, of vex- 
ation ; which diſhonour our nature, 
deform our ſoul, ruffle our mind, and - 
wrack our conſcience; that we ſhould 
be endowed with thoſe worthy dit- 
poſitions and affetions, which do con- 
Mitute in our hearts a heaven of hight, 
of order, of joy and peace ; .dignifie 
our nature, beautifie our ſoul, clarifie 
and chear our mind-:; that we ſhould 
eſchew thoſe practices, which never 
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go without-a retinue of wofull miſ- 
chiefs and ſorrows, embracing thoſe 
which always yield abundant fruits 
of convenience and comfort ; that in 
ſhort, we ſhould become friends of! 
God, fit to converſe with Angels, and! 
capable of paradiſe. 

God ( faith St. Paul again) willeth 1 Tim. 2. 7. 
all men to be ſaved; He willeth not 2Pet. 3. 9. 
(faith St. Peter) that any man ſhould 
periſh; He faith it himſelf, yea, he 
ſweareth it, that he hath no plea- Ezek-33- 11. 
ſare in the death of the wicked, but 
that the wicked ſhould turn from his 
way and live : And what is this will?g 
what, but that we ſhould obtain all - 
the good whereot we are capable; 
that we ſhould be filled with joy, . 
and crowned with glory; that we 
ſhould be fixed in an immovable* 
ſtate of happineſs, in the perpetual 
enjoyment of God's favour, and in\ 
the light of his bliſstull preſence : 
that we ſhould be rid©of all the 
evils, to which we are lable; that 
we ſhould be releaſed from inextri- 
cable chains of guilt, from incurable 
ſtings of remorſe, from being irreco-3 
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eternity in utter . darkneſs, and ex- 
treme woe? Such is God's will; to 

| [ſuch purpoſes every command, every 
* diſpenſation of God (how grim, how 
rough ſoever it may ſeem) doth tend: 
4and do we refuſe to comply with that 
*good will ; do we ſet againſt it a will 
of our own, afteQing things unwor- 
thy of us, things unprofitable to us, 
things prejudicial to our beſt intereſts ; 
things . utterly banefull to'our fouls ? 
Do we reject the will that would fave 
us, and adhere to a will that would 
ruine us; a fooliſh and a ſenſeleſs will, 
which lighting the immenſe treaſures 
of Heaven, the unfading glories of 
God's Kingdom, the ineffable joys of 
eternity doth catch at ſpecious no- 
things, doth purſue miſchievous tri- 
fles ; a ſhadow of baſe profit, a ſmoak 
of vain honour, a flaſh of fordid plea- 
ſure; which pafſeth away like zhe 
Eccleſ. 7.6. mirth of fools, or the crackling of 
thorns, leaving onely foot, black and 
bitter behind it ? 
| But at leaſt &er we doe thus, let 
E. jus conſider, whoſe will it is, that re- 
| 4quireth our compliance. 


It 
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* . Tt is the will of Him; whoſe will pal. 148. 5. 
did found the earth and rear the hea 4apoc. 4. 11. 
vens ; whoſe will ſuſtainerh all things} 

in their exiſtence and operation ;- 

whoſe will'is the great law of the: 

world, which univerſal nature in; 

all: its motions doth obſerve ; which: 
reigneth in heaven, the bleſſed Spirits; 
adoring it, which ſwayeth in hell it. 

ſelf, the curſed Fiends trembling at: 

it; And ſhall we alone (we pirifull; 
worms, crawling on earth) preſume: 

to murmure, or dare to kick againſt 

1t? | 

It is the will of our Maker, whoj 

together with all our other faculties: 

did create and confer on us the very . 

power of willing : and ſhall we turn 

the work of his hands, the gift of his 
| bounty againſt him ? 

It is the will of our Preſerver, wy 
together with all that we are or have, 
continually doth uphold our very will 
it ſelf; fo that without employing 
any poſitive force, merely by letting: 
us fall out of his hand, he can ſend) 
us and it back to nothing : and ſhall 
our will claſh with that, on which it 
ſo wholly dependeth ; without which 
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| it cannot ſubſiſt one moment , 
.,, move one ſtep forward in ation ? 
It is the will of our ſovereign Lord, 
who upon various indiſputable ac- 
counts hath a juſt right to govern us, 
and an abſolute power to diſpoſe of 
us: ought we not therefore to ſay 
x Sam, 3. 8.4 with old Eli, 1? is the Lord, let him 
* doe to me as it ſeemeth good to him 2 
Is it not extreme iniquity, 1s 1t not 
monſtrous arrogance tor us, in dero- 
gation to his will, to pretend giving 
OW. or picking a ſtation to our ſelves? 
[Do we not manifeſtly incur high trea- 
ſon againſt the King of Heaven by ſo 
invading his office, uſurping: his au- 
thority, ſnatching| his ſceptre into our 
: hands, and ſetting our wills in his 
"throne ? 
» Tr is the will of our Judge, from 
i whoſe mouth our doom muſt proceed, 
awarding life or death, weal or woe 
unto us; and what ſentence can we 
expect, what favour can we pretend 
to, if we greſumptuouſly ſhall offend, 
oppoſe tkat will, which is the ſu- 
preme rule of juſtice, and ſole ou: 
tain of mercy} 


it 
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It is the will of our Redeemer ; j 
who hath. bought us with an ineſti- * 
mable price, and with infinite /pains 
hath reſcued us from miſerable capti- 
vity under moſt barbarous enemies, 
that obeying his will we might com-} 
mand our own, and ſerving him we. 
might enjoy perfe&t freedom; And 
ſhall we, declining his call and con- 
duct out of that unhappy ſtate, be- 
reave him of his purchaſe, fruſtrate 
his undertakings, and forfeit to our 


ſelves the benefit of ſo great redemp- 


tion ? 

Tt is the will of our beſt Friend ! 
who loveth us much better than we? 
do love our ſelves; who 1s concerned? 
for our welfare as his own deareſt 
intereſt, and greatly delighteth there-t 
in ; who by innumerable experiments! 
hath demonſtrated an exceſs of kind-| 
neſs to us; who in all his dealings 
with us purely doth aim at our good, 
never charging any duty on us, or} 
diſpenſing any event to us, ſo much 
with intent.to exerciſe his power o- | 
ver us, as to expreſs his goodneſs to- i 


ward us; who never doth afflit or Lam. 3.3% l [i 


grieve uw mare againſt our will than! 


againſt 
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againſt his own deſire ; never indeed 
ibut when goodneſs it ſelf calleth for 
'it, and even mercy doth urge there- 
to ; to whom we are much obliged, 
{that he vouchſateth to govern and 
guide us, our ſervice being altogether 
unprofitable to him, his governance 
exceedingly beneficial to us : And 
doth not ſuch a will deſerve regard, 
may it not demand compliance from 
us? to neglect or infringe it, what is 
it ; 1s it not palpable folly, is it not 
{ foul diſingenuity, 1s it not deteſtable 
1ngratitude ? 

; So doth every relation of God re- 
icommend his will to us; and each of 
ihis attributes doth no lefs : for, 

It is the will of him, who is moſt 
holy, or whoſe will is eſſential rei- 
tude : how then can we thwart it, 
without being ſtained with the guilt, 
and wounded with a ſenſe of great ir- 
regularity and iniquity ? 

It is the will of him, who 15 per- 
fectly juſt ;; who therefore cannot but 
aſſert his own righteous will, and a- 
venge the violation thereof : is it then 
adviſable to drive him to that point 
by wiltull provocation ; or to run 

upon 
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upon the edge of neceſlary ſeverity ? 

It is the will of him, who 1s infi-4 
nitely wiſe ; who therefore doth in-i 
fallibly know what is beſt for us,: 
what doth moſt befit our capacities; 
and. circumſtances ; what in the final! 
reſult will conduce to our greateſt ; 
advantage and comfort : ſhall we then 
prefer the dreams of our. vain mind 
before the oracles of his wiſedom ; 
ſhall we, forſaking the direQion of 
his unerring will, tollow the impulſe 
of our giddy humour 2? 

It is the will of him, who is im- 
menſely good and benign; whoſe will 
therefore can be no other than good] 
will to us; who can mean nothing 
thereby but to derive. bounty and 
mercy on us: Can we then fail of 
doing well, if we put our ſelves en- 
tirely into his hands ; are we not our} 
own greateſt enemies, in withſtan-; 
ding his gratious intentions ? | 

It is finally the will of hum, who is ? 
uncontrollably powerfull ; whoſe will * 
therefore muſt prevail one way or 
other : either with our will, or againſt 
it, either ſo as to bow and fatisfie us, 
or ſo as to break and plague us: for, 
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Ifa. 46. 's | 


My counſel (faith he) ſhall ſtand, and 
{ will doe all my pleaſure. As to his 
diſpenſations, we may fret, we may 
wail, we may. bark at them, but we 
cannot alter or avoid them : ſooner 
may we by our -moans check the 
tides, or by our ..cries ſtop the 'Sun 


rent of affairs, or change the ſtate of 
things eſtabliſhed by God's high de- 


icree; What he 'layeth on, no hand 
:can remove ;. what he hath deſtined, 


| 


no power: can: reverſe; . our anger 
therefore will be inefleCtual, our im- 
patience will have no other fruit than 
to aggravate our guilt, and augment 
our grief. 

As to his commands, we may /ift 
up our ſelves againſt them, we may 
fight ſtoutly, we may 1a a ſort prove 
Conquerours ; but it will be a mife- 
rable Victory, the Trophies whereof 
ſhall be erected in Hell, and ſtand upon 
the ruines of our happineſs ; for while 
we inſult oyer abuſed grace, we muſt 
fall under incenſed juſtice : If God 
cannot fairly procure his will of us in 
way of due obedience, he will furely 
execute his will upon us in way of 
rights 
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righteous vengeance ; if we do not 
ſurrender our wills to the overtures 
of his goodneſs, we muſt ſubmit our 
backs to the ſtroaks of his anger : 
He muſt reign over us, if not as overf 
loyal Subjects to our comfort, yet as 
over ſtubborn Rebels to our confuli- 
on ; for this in that caſe will be our 
doom, and the laſt words God will 
deſign to ſpend upon us, 7hoſe mine Luk. 19. 27e 
enemies, which would not that I ſhould 
reign over them, bring them hither, 


and ſlay them before me. 


Now the God of peace, that brought a= Heb. 13. 29, 

gain from the dead our Lord Feſus, 
that great ſhepherd of the ſheep, 
through the bloud of the everlaſting 
Covenant, make you perfedt in every 
ood work to doe his will, working in 
you that which is well pleafing in his 
fight, through Feſus Chriſt; to whom 
be glory for ever and ever : Amen. 
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A Catalogue of Books and Ser- 


mons, Writ by the Reverend 
Dr.Tillotſon, Dean of Canterbury. 


Viz 
1. CErmons Preached upon ſeveral 

g Occaſions in two Volumes in 

Octavo. 

2. The Rule of Faith, &c. 

3- A Sermon Preached on the 5th. 
. of November, 1678. at St. Margarets 
Weſtminſter, before the Honourable 
Houſe of Commons, upon St. Luke g. 
55, 56. But he turned, and rebuked 
them, and ſaid, Te know not what man- 
er of Spirit ye are of ; For the Son of 
man is not come to deſtroy mens lives, 
but to ſave them. 

4. A Sermon Preached at the firſt 
General Meeting of the Gentlemen 
and others in and near Loxdonu, who 
were Born within the County of Tork. 
Upon Fohn 13. 34, 35. 4 new Com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love 
one another, &c. | 

5. A Sermon Preached before the 
King, at White-ha#, April 4th. 1679, 
upon 1 Fohn 4. 1. Beloved, believe not 
every Spirit, but try the Spirits whether 
they are of God, Grew, 6. A 
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6. A Sermon Preached before the 
King, at White-hal, April 2d. 1680, 
upon Foſhua 24.15. If it ſeem evil un- 
fo you to ſerve the Lord, chuſe ye this 
day whom ye will ſerve. 

7. The Lawfulneſs, and Obligati- 
on of Oaths: A Sermon Preached at 
the Aſſizes held at X#ing/ffove upon 
Thames, July 2x. 1681, upon Heb. 6. 
16. And an Oath for Confirmation is 
to them an end of all Strife. 

8. A Sermon Preached at the Fu- 


neral of the Reverend Mr. Thomas - 


Gouge, November 4th. 1681, with an 
account of his Life, upon Luke 20. 
37, 38. Now that the Dead are raiſed, 
even Moſes ſhewed at the buſh, &c. 

9. A Perſuaſive to Frequent Com- 
munion 1n the Holy Sacrament of the 
Lord's Supper, Preached in two Ser- 
mons upon x Cor. Ir. 26,27,28. For 
as oft as ye eat this Bread, and drink 
this Cup, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death 
till he come, &c. 

Io. A Sermon Preached at the 
Funeral of the Reverend Benjamin 
WWhichcot, D. D. and Miniſter of Saint 
Lawrence Fewry, London, May 24th. 
1683, upon 2 Cor. 5. 6, Wherefore we 
are 
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are always confident, knowing that whilſt 
we are at home in the body we are ab- 


ſent from the Lord. 


..11. A Diſcourſe againſt Tranſub- 
ſtantiation. - 


HE WORKS of the Learned 
. 8 : Dr: /ſaac Barrow, late Maſter of 
Trinity College:in-Cambridge : Publi- 
thed by the Reverend ' Dr. 7:i/of/on, 
Dean of Canterbury : in two Volumes 
in Folio. _ 

The. firſt containing Thirty two 
Sermons, - preached upon ſeveral Oc- 
caſions; an Expoſition of the Lord's 
Prayer and the Decalogue ; a Learned 
Treatiſe of the Pope's Supremacy, a 
Diſcourſe concerning the Unity. of the 
Church : alſo ſome Account of the 
Life of the Authour, with Alphabeti- 
cakes. © -: 

The. Second Volume containing 
Sermons and Expoſitions upon all the 
Apoſtles Creed : with an Alphabetical 
Table; and to which may be alſo ad- 
ded the Life of 'the Authour. 

Of Contentment, Patience and Re- 
ſignation to the Will of God : By 
Taac Barrow, D. D. 
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